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THE 

THIRTY-THIRD  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

1834. 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  Dec.  31, 1833  .  11 

Admitted  since  of  Continued  F ever  . .  360 

Scarlet  Fever .  61 

Improper  Case  .  1 

Total  admitted  1834 .  422 

Total .  433 

Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever .  284 

Scarlet  Fever  .  59 

Total  cured . 343 

Died  of  Continued  Fever. . . . 55 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  6 

Total  died. .....  61 

Improper  Case  dismissed .  1 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital  Dec.  31,  1834 .  28 

Total .  433 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  for  the  last  three  years  makes  it  evident 

that  fever  has  been  less  prevalent  in  and  around 
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the  Metropolis  during  that  period,  than  for 
several  preceding  years.  In  the  course  of  last 
year  (1834),  the  number  of  cases  of  continued 
fever  that  were  sent  into  the  Hospital,  exceeded 
the  number  admitted  in  the  course  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  by  nearly  100  :  but  unlike  what  is 
frequently  observed  in  the  progress  of  epidemics, 
the  disease  does  not  appear  to  have  prevailed 
more  generally  at  any  particular  season,  or  in 
any  particular  month.  Throughout  the  year,  the 
smallest  monthly  admission,  in  February,  was 
19 ;  and  the  largest,  in  September,  49;  or,  if  the 
admissions  be  taken  quarterly,  the  numbers  were, 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  J'2 ;  for 
the  second,  92 ;  for  the  third,  90 ;  and  for  the 
fourth  or  last  quarter,  88. 

The  type  or  form  of  the  fever  of  the  last  year, 
resembled,  in  many  particulars,  that  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding;  the  larger  proportion  of  the  cases  ap¬ 
proaching  the  low  or  typhoid  character.  This 
was  indicated  by  the  very  general  affection  of  the 
nervous  system,  and  of  the  mucous  surfaces  of 
the  lungs  and  intestines,  with  petechise  or  spots 
on  the  skin  :  it  appears,  indeed,  from  the  reports 
of  the  different  cases,  that  in  one  of  five  patients 
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admitted,  the  skin  was  spotted,  a  circumstance 
which,  with  the  other  symptoms  alluded  to, 
showed  a  severe  form  of  fever,  and  frequently 
rendered  the  exhibition  of  wine  and  cordials  ne¬ 
cessary  in  the  treatment.  The  course  of  the 
disease  in  such  cases  was  generally  protracted, 
and  the  convalescence  slow,  and  this  was  more 
especially  observed  in  those  persons  who  were 
sent  to  the  Hospital  at  a  late  stage  of  the  disease 
— a  circumstance  to  which  the  physicians  have 
had  occasion  frequently  to  advert,  as  tending 
materially  to  diminish  the  chance  of  recovery. 

The  mortality  of  continued  fever,  if  the  patients 
who  died  within  24  hours  after  admission  be 
deducted  (and  when  admitted  they  were  doubt¬ 
less  in  a  dying  state),  does  not  exceed  1  in  8,  or 
nearly  so  ;*  and  if  those  who  died  within  48  hours 
be  abstracted  from  the  gross  mortality,  the  result 
will  be  still  more  favourable. 

Of  the  fatal  cases,  permission  was  obtained  to 
examine  44.  In  22  of  these  the  brain  was  found 
to  be  severely  inflamed ;  the  brain  and  organs  of 
respiration  in  6.  In  8  cases,  the  intestines  were 
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more  or  less  diseased,  and  in  5  of  these  8  intes¬ 
tinal  ulceration  had  taken  place. 

Scarlet  Fever,  which  was  very  prevalent  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1833,  did  not  sensibly  abate  in  the  last 
year  $  62  cases  having  been  received  into  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  a  large  proportion  of  this  class  of 
patients,  nearly  two-thirds,  were  domestic  ser¬ 
vants.  This  shows,  as  is  indeed  well  known  to 
medical  practitioners,  that  scarlet  fever  has  not  - 
been  confined  to  the  poorer  classes  ;  but  has  pre¬ 
vailed  to  an  unusual  extent  among  the  middle 
and  the  more  opulent  ranks. 

Its  severity  may  be  estimated  by  its  fatality, 
the  proportion  of  those  who  died  in  the  Hos¬ 
pital  being  1  in  9,  a  very  high  rate  of  mortality 
in  this  disease,  compared  with  that  of  former 
years. 

Of  the  patients  received  in  1834,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  no  fewer  than  129  domestic  ser¬ 
vants  have  been  admitted,  89  of  whom  had  con¬ 
tinued,  and  40  had  scarlet  fever.  Of  these,  13 
died. 
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A  fourth  of  the  cases  were  destitute  persons, 
who  had  not  claimed  parochial  relief;  and  of  this 
class  it  was  ascertained,  that  many  were  domestic 
servants  who  had  been  dismissed  from  the  fami¬ 
lies  in  which  they  lived  when  assailed  by  fever. 
To  them  the  Fever  Hospital  afforded  a  most 
seasonable  asylum,  an  asylum  to  which  many 
of  them  no  doubt  owe  the  preservation  of  life. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  follow  up  this 
medical  statement,  by  adverting,  as  they  have 
done  before,  to  the  great  impropriety  of  sending 
patients  in  a  dying  state.  It  is  unfair  to  the 
Hospital,  and  it  is  cruel  to  the  individuals. 
Where  the  patients  have  died  within  24  or  48 
hours,  what  benefit  could  reasonably  be  expected 
from  their  admission  ?  The  Committee  feel  them¬ 
selves  called  upon,  therefore,  to  recommend  me¬ 
dical  practitioners  and  parish  officers  to  attend 
to  this  point ;  and  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
Hospital  is  not  intended  for  a  place  in  which 
patients  are  to  die,  but  for  a  place  in  which,  by 
proper  treatment,  they  may  be  cured. 

The  mortality  of  continued  fever,  deducting 
the  cases  alluded  to,  would  probably  not  exceed 
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1  in  9  3  and  this  sufficiently  evinces  the  usefulness 
of  the  Institution,  and  the  successful  manner  in 
which  the  disorder  is  treated.  Let  any  one  con¬ 
sider  how  much  greater  the  mortality  would  most 
probably  be,  if,  instead  of  being  received  into  the 
Hospital,  the  patients  remained  in  their  own 
confined  dwellings. 

The  Committee  cannot  also  but  once  more 
direct  the  attention  of  the  public  to  this  circum¬ 
stance,  that,  in  the  last  year,  129  domestic  ser¬ 
vants  have  been  admitted,  and  that  of  these,  only 
13  have  died.  Let  heads  of  families  consider, 
whether  an  Hospital,  which  opens  its  doors  to  this 
class  of  persons  affected  with  continued  or  scarlet 
fever,  is  not  justly  entitled  to  support.  Let  them 
consider  from  what  a  load  of  care  and  anxiety, 
of  trouble  and  danger,  they  are  relieved,  by  the 
power  of  transferring  servants  labouring  under 
fever,  to  an  asylum  in  which  they  have  full  as¬ 
surance  that  the  patients  will  receive  most  kind 
and  judicious  treatment. 

The  Hospital  is,  as  it  is  intended  to  be,  a  pub¬ 
lic  benefit ;  benefiting  the  poor  directly,  the  opu¬ 
lent  indirectly ;  and  it  looks  to  the  public  for 
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support.  It  exists  by  their  donations  and  sub¬ 
scriptions,  and  it  appeals  to  all  who  have  it  in 
their  power  to  be  merciful,  to  make  provision  for 
their  sick  and  needy  brethren  in  this  effectual 


way. 
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Account  from  the  Is/  of  January , 

•  s  • 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Banters  .  233  9  5 

Ditto  in  the  hands  of  the  Collector,  since  paid  to 

the  Bankers .  89  18  0 

RECEIPTS. 

Year’s  Dividends  on  3  per  Cent.  Consols  Stock, 

1834 .  71  7  2 

Rents  of  Cold  Bath  Fields’  Estate  for  one  year,  to 

25th  March,  1834 .  150  0  0 

Deduct  2£  per  Cent,  for  Collecting  to 

the  same  period .  3  15  0 

- -  146  5  0 

Annual  and  Life  Contributions,  Dona¬ 
tions,  and  Parish  Payments  for 
Paupers,  received  by  the  Collector 

in  1834  . 544  1  0 

Subscriptions  and  Donations  through 

the  Bankers .  45  4  0 

From  the  Trustees  under  the  Will  of 

the  late  Mr.  Cholmondeley  .  100  0  0 

Ditto  by  the  Executors  of  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Breeze  .  180  0  0 

Payments  for  Admission  of  Domestic 
Servants  of  Non-Subscribers,  re¬ 
ceived  by  Mr.  Ley,  and  paid  by  him 

to  the  Bankers  .  66  1  0  )  9  n 

And  for  a  Parish  Pauper  .  1  1  0  \ 

Balance  due  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  House  Ex¬ 
penses  .  23  9  0 

£1500  15  7 


Examined  and  found  correct,  February  1835. 

William  Horton  Lloyd, 

John  J.  Burn. 

Matthias  A.  Robinson, 


^  Auditors. 
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to  the  3lst  of  December ,  1834. 

Balance  due  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  House  Ex-  £  s.  d. 


penses  .  10  15  2f 

PAYMENTS. 

Board  of  Resident  Medical  Officer  and  Matron  . .  105  19  0 

Servants’  Diet  . . .  201  2  2f 

Patients’ ditto  . . .  12  L  10  11 

Groceries  . 11  7  3 

Wine,  Spirits,  and  Vinegar . .  14  10  6 

Drugs,  251.  8s.  Id. ;  and  Leeches, 

10  l.5s.6d .  35  13  7 

Coals,  106/.  ;  and  Fire-wood,  2/ .  108  0  0 

Soap,  14/.  11s.  9d.;  Candles,  13/.  16s.  9 d.  ; 

and  other  Stores  .  33  19  8 

Garden  Seeds  and  Plant . 0  6  6 

Stationery,  &c.  (for  two  years) .  5  14  10 

Linen,  Dresses,  &c .  26  19  10 

Bed  Furniture,  House  Drapery,  &c.  . .  7  6  10§ 

Brushes,  Turnery,  &c .  1  2  0 

Surgeon’s  Instruments,  3/.  17s.  lid., 

Cutlery,  &c.  2/.  18s.  2d .  6  16  1 

Earthenware,  Glass,  3/.  Is.  4 \d. ;  and 

Tinware,  2/.  13s.  9d .  5  15  1§ 

-  257  12  3 


Smith,  41. 13 s.  lOd. ;  Plumber,  11.  Os.  6d.; 


and  Glazier,  1/.  7s.  6d .  7  1  10 

Carpenter,  11.  16s.  6d. ;  and  Chimney¬ 
sweeper,  1/.  3s .  2  19  6 

Builder  for  Repairs,  &c .  57  10  8 

-  67  12  0 

Printing,  &c .  23  1  6 

Advertisements,  1832  and  1833  .  10  15  8 

- 33  17  2 

Servants’  Wage3  .  163  14  2 

Matron’s  Salary  .  27  14  9 

Collector’s  Poundage .  41  6  9 

Gratuity  to  the  Collector  .  20  0  0 

Ditto  to  Nurses,  &c.  21.  2s.,;  Christ¬ 
mas  Boxes,  7s.  6d .  2  9  6 

Ditto  to  Physicians  .  147  0  0 

Resident  Medical  Officer’s  Salary. ...  73  10  0 

Secretary,  3  years’  Salary .  60  0  0 

-  535  15  2 

Letter  postage,  Stamps,  &c.  8/.  19s.  5d. 

— Coaches,  Turnpike .  9  8  1 

Use  of  Rooms,  Freemasons’  Tavern, 

61.  16s.;  and  Water  Rent,  8/ .  14  16  0 

Insurance,  21.  5s. ;  and  Paving  Rate, 

15s .  3  0  0 

City  Fees  on  Grant  of  200/.  to  the 

Hospital  . . 1  7  0 

-  28  11  1 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Bankers .  138  0  7 


1,500  15  7 


ADDRESS. 


In  presenting  this  Report  of  the  London  Fever 
Hospital,,  the  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  re¬ 
mind  the  public,  that  the  objects  of  this  Institu¬ 
tion  are,  to  diminish  the  mortality  of  malignant 
fevers,  by  a  speedy  removal  of  the  patients  into 
the  Hospital ;  and  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
these  fevers,  by  purifying  the  apartments  of 
patients  by  means  of  whitewashing,  fumigation, 
&c.  Two  very  important  advantages  are  thus 
acquired,  which  are  unattainable  by  the  ordinary 
regulations  of  public  charities.  First,  the  ad¬ 
mission  is  not  delayed  by  formalities  of  recom¬ 
mendation,  or  stated  and  distant  periods  for  the 
reception  of  patients  ;  so  that,  if  early  application 
be  made,  the  disease  may  be  taken  in  the  com¬ 
mencement,  and  more  easily  cured.  And,  secondly, 
the  assistance  being  extended  beyond  the  walls  of 
the  Hospital,  to  the  infected  apartments  of  the 
sick,  those  who  have  not  already  suffered  are 
preserved  to  their  families,  and  the  patients,  once 


recovered,  escape  the  danger  which  might  attend 
their  immediate  return  home.  The  effects  of  the 
insidious  approaches  of  malignant  fever  have  been 
too  often  felt  among  all  ranks ;  and  this  and  the 
former  Reports  prove  how  much  even  the  families 
of  the  rich  are  exposed  to  the  danger  of  the  dis¬ 
ease^  when  it  is  prevalent  among  the  poor. 

Surely,  then,  no  institution  has  a  stronger  claim 
on  the  benevolence  of  the  opulent,  than  one  which, 
by  cutting  off  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  infec¬ 
tion,  tends  so  powerfully  to  secure  them  from  the 
visitation  of  malignant  fever. 

The  useful  and  benevolent  purposes  of  this  In¬ 
stitution  might  be  essentially  promoted  by  the 
co-operation  of  medical  practitioners  in  the  Me¬ 
tropolis  ;  especially  of  those  who  visit  the  parish 
poor.  And  they  would  also  be  furthered,  if  over¬ 
seers,  or  other  parish- officers,  would  take  mea¬ 
sures  to  obtain  the  earliest  information  of  the 
existence  of  fever  in  their  districts,  and  direct 
immediate  notice  to  be  given  to  one  of  the  phy¬ 
sicians,  or  to  the  resident  apothecary,  of  every 
case  of  typhus  fever  that  may  fall  within  their 
knowledge.  And,  as  the  number  of  diseased  poor, 
as  well  as  of  widows  and  orphans,  who  become 
parochial  burdens,  would  thus  be  essentially  di¬ 
minished,  both  economy  and  humanity  suggest 
the  propriety  of  such  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
parishes.  The  Committee  acknowledge  with 
pleasure  the  pecuniary  aid  already  afforded  to  the 
Institution  by  the  several  parishes  mentioned  in 
the  former  Reports ;  but  an  anxiety  to  make  the 
existence  of  the  Charity  more  extensively  known, 
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and  to  obviate  the  danger  and  fatality  arising  from 
a  delay  which  too  frequently  occurs  in  the  removal 
of  patients,  induce  them  to  press  the  above  sug¬ 
gestion  on  the  attention  of  the  public,  and  espe¬ 
cially  on  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  poor. 

Such  benevolent  persons  as  may  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  contribute  to  this  charity  are  requested 
to  intimate  their  intention  to  the  secretary,  and 
they  will  be  waited  on  by  the  collector ;  or,  if 
they  pay  in  person,  they  will  please  to  leave  their 
Christian  names  and  places  of  abode  at  the  time 
of  payment.  Any  errors  in  the  list  of  subscribers 
wTill  be  corrected  on  notice  being  given  to  the 
secretary. 


The  following  form  is  recommended  to  those 
who  may  be  disposed  to  become  benefactors  by 
will : 

/  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of 
pounds  to  the  Treasurers,  for  the  time  being ,  of  the 
London  Fever  Hospital,  established  in  1802,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  that  Institution . 
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Committee  and  directors,  and  shall  superintend, 
under  the  directions  of  the  physicians,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  measures  enjoined  by  them  for  cleans¬ 
ing  and  purifying  the  clothes  and  apartments  of 
‘infected  persons. 


NURSES. 

40.  The  head-nurse  in  each  ward  shall  attend 
principally  to  the  patients  ;  and  to  the  keeping  of 
the  wards  clean  and  quiet. 

41.  The  under-nurses  shall  be  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  head-nurses,  and  shall  perform  the 
more  menial  offices  of  the  Institution. 

PORTERS. 

42.  The  porters  shall  be  ready  to  carry  patients 
to  the  house  at  all  seasonable  hours,  and  shall  be 
otherwise  employed  as  the  Committee  or  directors 
may  think  proper.  They  shall  not  absent  them¬ 
selves  without  permission,  and  shall  always  name 
a  substitute,  in  case  their  services  should  be  re¬ 
quired. 

GRANTS,  LEGACIES,  &C. 

43.  All  legacies  shall  be  invested  in  Government 
securities,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  testator. 

44.  All  donations  amounting  to  fifty  pounds  and 
upwards,’  shall  be  invested  by  the  treasurers  in 
Government  securities. 

45.  No  variation  in  the  usual  gratuities  and 
fixed  salaries  shall  be  made,  unless  the  Committee 
be  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose,  and  un- 
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less  the  proposed  addition,  or  diminution,  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  subsequent  Committee. 

BY-LAWS. 

46.  The  by-laws  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection 
of  any  subscriber,  and  shall  contain,  among  other 
things,  a  full  specification  of  the  duties  of  the 
resident  medical  officer,  the  matron,  and  other 
officers  of  the  Institution,  with  the  practice  usually 
adopted  for  their  election  :  which  specification 
shall  be  read  over  to  every  individual  before  his 
appointment,  and  referred  to  on  all  occasions  of 
doubt. 


RULES 

TO  BE  OBSERVED  IN  THE  APARTMENTS  OF  THOSE! 

WHO  ARE  CONFINED  BY  INFECTIOUS  FEVERS. 

1 .  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  sick, 
and  their  attendants,  that  there  be  a  constant 
admission  of  fresh  air  into  the  room,  and  espe¬ 
cially  about  the  patient’s  bed.  The  door  or  a 
window  should,  therefore,  be  kept  open  both  day 
and  night,  care  being  taken  to  prevent  the  wind 
from  blowing  directly  on  the  patient. 

2.  An  attention  to  cleanliness  is  indispensable. 
The  linen  of  the  patient  should  be  often  changed > 
and  the  dirty  clothes  &c.  immediately  put  into 
fresh  cold  water,  and  afterwards  well  washed. 
The  floor  of  the  room  must  be  cleansed  every 
day  with  a  mop,  and  all  discharges  from  the 
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patient  immediately  removed,  and  the  utensils 
washed. 

3.  Nurses  and  attendants  ought  to  endeavour 
to  avoid  the  patient’s  breath,  and  the  vapour  from 
the  discharges ,  or,  when  that  cannot  be  done,  they 
should  hold  their  breath  for  a  short  time.  They 
should  place  themselves,  if  possible,  on  that  side 
of  the  bed  from  which  the  current  of  air  comes 
and  carries  off  the  infectious  vapours. 

4.  Visiters  must  not  go  near  to  the  sick,  nor 
remain  with  them  longer  than  is  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  ;  they  should  not  swallow  their  spittle, 
but  clear  the  mouth  and  nostrils  when  they  leave 
the  room. 

5.  No  dependence  must  be  placed  on  vinegar, 
camphor,  or  other  supposed  preventives  ;  which, 
without  attention  to  cleanliness  and  admission  of 
fresh  air ,  are  not  only  useless,  but,  by  their  strong 
smell,  render  it  impossible  to  perceive  when  the 
room  is  filled  with  bad  air  or  noxious  vapours. 

N.B.  If  these  rules  be  strictly  observed,  an 
infectious  fever  will  seldom,  if  ever,  be  commu¬ 
nicated  ;  but  if  neglected,  especially  where  the 
patient  is  confined  to  a  small  room,  scarcely  one 
person  in  fifty,  who  may  be  exposed  to  it,  can 
resist  the  contagion :  even  infants  at  the  breast 
do  not  escape  it,  though  providentially  less  liable 
to  be  affected  than  adults. 

***  Since  infection  originates  in  close,  crowded, 
and  dirty  rooms,  those  who  make  a  practice,  1.  Of 
admitting  the  fresh  air,  at  some  convenient  time. 
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every  day ;  2.  Of  frequently  cleansing  and  fumi¬ 
gating  their  apartments,  bedding,  furniture,  &cq 
and  3.  Of  washing  the  walls  with  quick-lime, 
mixed  with  water,  in  the  room,  so  as  to  be  used 
as  fresh  as  possible,  may  be  assured,  that  they 
will  preserve  their  families  from  malignant  fevers, 
as  well  as  from  other  diseases. 


N.B.  To  procure  the  admission  of  a  patient,  it 
is  merely  requisite  to  transmit  to  the  resident 
medical  officer  at  the  Hospital,  a  certificate  from 
a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  stating  the 
case  to  be  fever  of  a  contagious  nature,  or  likely 
to  become  so,  and  the  patient  will  be  sent  for  as 
soon  afterwards  as  possible. 

Note. —  The  Rules  of  the  Institution,  to  be  observed  in 
houses  where  Infectious  Fevers  subsist,  may  be  had  gratis 
of  any  of  the  officers.  See  p.  23. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  describe  the  process  of 
fumigation,  which  is  extremely  simple,  and  easily  per¬ 
formed. 

“  Take  an  equal  quantity  of  powdered  Nitre,  and  strong 
Vitriolic  Acid,  or  Oil  of  Vitriol  ( about  six  drachms  of 
each  are  sufficient)  ;  mix  them  in  a  tea-cup,  stirring  them 
now  and  then  with  a  tobacco-pipe  or  piece  of  glass ;  the 
tea-cup  must  be  removed  occasionally  to  different  parts  of 
the  room,  and  the  fumes  will  continue  to  arise  for  several 
hours.  The  Oil  of  Vitriol  should  be  in  quantity,  or  mea¬ 
sure,  not  weight. 


THE 


THIRTY-FOURTH  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

1835. 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  Dec.  31,  1834 .  28 

Admitted  since  of  Continued  Fever .  250 

Scarlet  Fever .  52 

Improper  Cases .  7 

Total  admitted  1835  .  30<f 


Total . 33T 


Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever .  220 

Scarlet  Fever .  50 

Total  cured . 270 

Died  of  Continued  Fever .  47 

Scarlet  Fever . 5 

Total  died. .  52 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital  Dec.  31,  1835 .  15 


Total .  337 


The  records  of  the  Hospital  show  that  during 

the  last  four  years  the  prevalence  of  continued 

fever  in  the  Metropolis  and  its  neighbourhood 

has  considerably  diminished.  During  the  last 
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year  the  number  of  admissions  has  been  less  by 
one  hundred  than  during  the  preceding  year, 
and  less  even  than  in  1833,  when  they  were  fewer 
by  two  hundred  than  in  1832. 

Continued  Fever,  during  the  last  year,  was 
least  prevalent  in  the  months  of  January,  March, 
August,  and  September,  the  total  number  of  ad¬ 
missions  in  these  four  months  being  71*  In  the 
months  of  February,  April,  May,  October,  No¬ 
vember,  and  December,  there  was  a  slight  in¬ 
crease,  the  monthly  admissions  during  this  period 
varying  from  22  the  lowest  to  29  the  highest ; 
but  in  June  and  July,  at  which  time  the  heat  was 
unusually  intense,  there  was  such  a  sudden  and 
great  increase  of  fever  that  the  admissions  for 
these  two  months  alone  amounted  to  83. 

During  the  whole  of  the  period,  in  which  a  sen¬ 
sible  diminution  of  fever  took  place,  there  has  been 
a  remarkable  change  in  its  type  or  form.  Almost 
every  severe  case  has  assumed,  what  is  com¬ 
monly  termed,  a  low  or  typhoid  character,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  depression  of  the  vital  energy, 
and  accompanied  on  the  external  surface  of  the 
body  with  the  spots  called  petechia.  These 
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spots  differ  from  the  petechiie  occasionally  pre¬ 
sent  in  the  fever  of  former  years,  not  only  in  the 
much  greater  frequency  of  their  occurrence,  but 
in  their  own  character;  which  circumstances, 
together  with  the  early  and  great  depression  of 
the  vital  energy,  denoted  a  new  form  of  fever, 
requiring  a  very  different  treatment  from  the 
acute  disease  which  prevailed  in  many  former 
seasons. 

In  the  four  months  during  which  continued 
fever  was  the  least  prevalent  and  least  mortal, 
the  internal  organ  chiefly  affected  was  the  brain. 
In  the  six  months  during  which  there  was  a 
notable  increase  in  the  prevalence  and  mortality 
of  the  disease,  either  the  respiratory  organs  or 
the  alimentary  canal  suffered  a  good  deal  as  well 
as  the  brain;  but  in  the  two  months  during 
which  the  malady  was  at  once  the  most  prevalent 
and  fatal,  severe  disease  existed  simultaneously 
in  all  those  organs,  the  brain,  the  lungs,  and  the 
intestines.  The  persons  most  severely  attacked 
were  labourers,  who  in  the  intense  heat  of  sum¬ 
mer  worked  beyond  their  strength,  several  of 
them  having  continued  their  labour  for  some  time 
after  the  formation  of  the  disease,  and  these  per- 
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sons  were  not  received  into  the  Hospital  until 
they  were  in  the  last  stage  of  fever. 

Taking  together  the  whole  of  the  cases  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  column  of  deaths,  the  mortality  is 
somewhat  more  than  one  in  six.  But  in  this 
column  are  included  seven  improper  cases  (per¬ 
sons  sent  into  the  Hospital  because  supposed  to  be 
labouring  under  fever,  but  really  affected  with 
other  diseases,  and  found  to  be  too  ill  to  be  re¬ 
moved),  and  six  cases  in  which  death  took  place 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  admission,  the  pa¬ 
tients  being  in  a  dying  state  when  received. 
Deducting  these  cases  the  mortality  is  little  more 
than  one  in  eight.  As  an  example  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  mortality  of  the  hospital  is 
often  swelled,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  in 
the  month  of  June,  when  the  heat  was  intense, 
seven  persons  were  sent  in  one  day  from  the  same 
workhouse,  all  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  severest 
form  of  fever,  and  of  these  seven,  four  died.  They 
were  kept  in  the  workhouse  until  the  disease  be¬ 
came  unmanageable,  and  were  then  sent  to  the 
Hospital  to  die. 


Scarlet  fever  has  not  diminished  either  in  fre- 


7 


quency  or  severity.  Out  of  52  cases  of  this  dis¬ 
ease,  admitted  during  the  last  year,  there  have 
been  no  less  than  five  deaths.  Four  of  these 
were  girls  and  one  a  boy,  the  youngest  being  nine 
and  the  oldest  thirteen  years  of  age.  In  all  the 
five  cases  the  brain  was  intensely  affected,  and 
the  danger  of  the  disease  was  augmented  by  very 
severe  inflammation  of  the  throat.  The  mortality 
one  in  ten,  though  somewhat  less  than  the  mor¬ 
tality  of  the  preceding  year  which  was  one  in  nine, 
is  still  so  great  as  to  indicate  the  continuance  of 
an  unusually  severe  form  of  the  disease.  This 
malady  still  continues  prevalent  not  only  in  the 
lower,  but  in  the  middle  and  the  higher  classes. 

Out  of  the  whole  number  of  patients  admitted, 
considerably  more  than  a  fourth  part  consists  of 
domestic  servants.  Among  these  the  mortality  is 
one  in  eight.  On  account  of  the  alarm  excited 
when  fever  breaks  out  in  a  private  family,  it  com¬ 
monly  happens  that  servants  affected  with  it  are 
sent  to  the  Hospital  earlier  than  the  labourer,  the 
pauper  in  the  workhouse,  or  the  person  who  is 
wholly  destitute,  and  accordingly  it  is  found  that 
the  rate  of  mortality  is  usually  considerably  lower 
in  the  former  class  than  in  the  latter. 
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The  Committee  cannot  conclude  without  ex¬ 
pressing  regret  that  the  means  afforded  for  the 
removal  of  patients  from  their  own  close  and 
noisy  dwellings,  or  from  the  apartments  of  a 
workhouse,  to  the  well-ventilated  and  quiet  wards 
of  the  Hospital,  were  not  resorted  to  in  many 
cases  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  disorder.  From 
the  statements  made  in  this  Report  it  is  clear  that 
from  the  neglect  of  these  means  several  lives  have 
been  lost  which  by  a  timely  removal  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  saved. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  again  advert  to  the 
facility  afforded  for  the  removal  of  domestic  ser¬ 
vants  from  the  families  of  which  they  were  in¬ 
mates,  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  patients 
admitted  during  the  last  year  having  been  of  that 
class.  The  servants  themselves,  who  were  the 
subjects  of  continued  or  scarlet  fever,  received  in 
the  Hospital  most  attentive  and  skilful  treatment. 
The  families,  from  which  they  were  removed, 
were  not  only  placed  in  a  state  of  greater  security ; 
but,  what  is  not  to  be  lightly  esteemed,  were  re¬ 
lieved  from  the  apprehension  of  suffering  by  the 
spreading  of  the  disease. 
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The  Committee  feel  justified,  therefore,  in  ap¬ 
pealing  to  those  who  have  the  ability  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  funds  of  this  Hospital,  upon  two 
grounds.  They  will  thus  make  provision  for  the 
speedy  and  effectual  relief  of  the  poor,  who  are 
visited  with  that  disease,  for  the  cure  of  which  it 
has  been  established ;  and  they  will  secure  them¬ 
selves  the  means  of  preventing  the  spread  of  fever 
in  their  own  houses,  as  well  as  of  freeing  their 
families  from  the  apprehension  of  danger. 
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Account  from  the  Is/  of  January , 


£  s.  d. 

Jan.  1, 1835.  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Bankers  ..  138  0  7 


RECEIPTS. 

Year’s  Dividends  on  3  per  Cent.  Consols  Stock, 


1835  .  71  7  2 

Rents  of  Cold-Bath-Fields  Estate  for  one  year,  to 

29th  September,  1835  .  150  0  0 

N.  B.  Half  a  year’s  rents  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
late  Secretary  to  be  accounted  for. 

Annual  and  Life  Contributions,  Donations,  and 
Parish  Payments  for  Paupers,  received  by  the 

Collector  in  1835  .  71 7  3  0 

Subscriptions  and  Donations  through  the  Bankers. .  28  0  0 


Payments  for  Admission  of  Domestic  Servants  of 
Non-Subscribers,  received  by  Mr.  Ley,  and  paid 
by  him  to  the  Bankers  in  1835  ....  31  10  0  >  32  1 1  0 

Do . in  1836  _  1  1  0  $ 

Received  of  Parishes  for  Articles  of  Clothing  of  a 

Patient  not  returned  to  the  Hospital .  0  12  0 

Cash  paid  to  Bankers  by  the  late  Secretary,  being  a 
Legacy  of  £100  from  Miss  Harley  (deducting 
Legacy  Duty  and  Charges),  and  £10.  10s.  sub¬ 
scribed  by  Mrs.  Wegg  . ;  .  98  18  6 

Sale  of  3  per  Cent.  Consols  .  179  15  0 

,£1416  7  3 


This  Account  Audited  Feb.  1836,  and  believed  correct. 


John  J.  Burn, 

William  Horton  Lloyd, 


Auditors. 


THE 


THIRTY-FIFTH  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL, 

FOR  TIIE  YEAR  ENDING  31.  DECEMBER,  1836. 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  Dec.  31,  1835  ....  15 


Admitted  since  of  Continued  Fever  . 264 

Of  Scarlet  Fever. . .  53 

Improper  Cases .  7 


Total  admitted  1836  -  324 

Total  ....  339 


Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever . 204 

Of  Scarlet  Fever  .  50 

Improper  Cases  . 5 

Total  cured  -  259 


Died  of  Continued  Fever .  54 

Of  Scarlet  Fever .  3 

Improper  Cases  .  2 

Total  died  -  59 


Remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  31,  1836  .  21 

Total....  339 


Total  admitted  since  the  establishment  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  A.D.  1802  . . . 


11,600 


From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  admitted  into  the  Hospital  in 
1836,  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding  year  by  fifteen 
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only  ;  and  consequently  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
fever  has  not  been  more  than  ordinarily  preva¬ 
lent  among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community 
in  and  around  London  during  that  period. 

The  monthly  average  number  of  patients  ad¬ 
mitted  throughout  the  greater  part  of  last  year 
was  remarkably  uniform ;  but  in  October  and 
November,  91  patients  were  received.  The  ad¬ 
missions  in  the  other  months  varied  from  19  to  33. 
The  low  or  typhoid  character  of  the  fever,  at¬ 
tended  with  depression  of  the  vital  powers,  ob¬ 
served  in  the  cases  admitted  in  1835,  was  the 
prevailing  character  of  the  disease  in  the  last 
year ;  but  the  petechias  or  spots  on  the  skin, 
occurred  in  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the 
cases ;  55  (or  nearly  one-fifth)  exhibiting  this 
peculiar  or  characteristic  appearance.  Another 
feature  of  the  disease  was  the  almost  invariable 
affection  of  the  lungs,  which  may  be  ascribed  in 
a  great  measure  to  the  unusually  cold  and  va¬ 
riable  weather  of  last  year.  Of  the  patients  who 
recovered,  few  indeed,  if  any,  were  exempt  from 
more  or  less  pulmonary  affection ;  and,  on  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  internal  organs  of  those  who 
died,  the  lungs  were  found,  in  a  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  cases,  to  be  diseased  to  an  extent  rarely 
witnessed.  The  typhoid  inflammation  of  the 
lung  is,  perhaps,  the  most  dangerous  and  fatal 
complication  which  fever  presents;  and  when 
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superadded  to  the  affection  of  the  brain,  which 
very  frequently  accompanies  it,  especially  in  the 
advanced  stage,  renders  such  cases  most  un¬ 
manageable,  and  too  often  hopeless. 

It  was  observed,  too,  that  the  gastric  or  intes¬ 
tinal  affection  generally  found  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  months,  was  neither  prevalent  nor  severe 
last  season,  as  was  proved  by  the  absence  of  the 
symptoms  peculiar  to  this  complication  of  fever, 
and  by  the  comparatively  small  proportion  of 
cases  in  which  ulceration  of  the  bowels  was  dis¬ 
covered  after  death  ;  for,  of  the  whole  number  of 
patients  examined  (47),  intestinal  ulceration  was 
found  in  four  only.  The  brain  and  lungs  were 
the  organs  on  which  the  fever  seemed  to  fix 
with  the  greatest  intensity ;  and  such  was  the 
frequency  of  disease  of  the  internal  organs  in 
the  patients  treated  in  the  Hospital  last  year, 
that  it  is  probable  an  unusually  large  number  of 
persons  were  sent  in,  in  whom  the  fever  was  not 
the  original  or  primary  disease,  but  only  symp¬ 
tomatic  of  organic  inflammation.  The  want  of 
an  accurate  history  of  each  patient,  including 
an  account  of  the  treatment  adopted  before  ad¬ 
mission,  renders  it  very  difficult,  and  often  im¬ 
possible,  to  distinguish  the  one  class  of  cases 
from  the  other. 

Many  of  the  worst  patients  were  received  from 
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districts  in  which  fever  almost  constantly  pre¬ 
vails.  In  several  instances*  families  of  five  or 
six  persons  were  removed  from  their  mise¬ 
rable  dwellings 3  many,  if  not  all  of  whom* 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  perished,  had  they 
remained  in  the  state  of  wretchedness  in  which 
they  were  discovered. 

The  mortality  of  continued  fever  last  year 
was  considerable,  if  the  cases  of  patients  sent 
in  a  dying  state  be  included.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  was  fifty-four  3  but  of  these, 
eight  died  within  twenty-four  hours  after  ad¬ 
mission,  and  may,  therefore,  be  presumed  to 
have  been  in  a  dying  state  when  they  were 
received  into  the  Hospital  3  and  of  seven  who 
died  within  forty-eight  hours,  every  individual 
was  beyond  the  possibility  of  recovery.  It  is 
proper  also  to  observe,  that  the  worst  cases 
only  are  now  sent  to  the  Hospital  by  parish- 
officers,  too  often  at  a  period  of  the  complaint, 
and  under  circumstances  of  advanced  age  and 
complicated  internal  disease,  which  render  any 
mofie  of  medical  treatment  of  little  avail.  To 
this  fact  the  records  of  the  cases  kept  at 
the  Fever  Hospital  bear  melancholy  testimony. 
It  is,  however,  consoling  to  think  that  though 
it  has  not  been  possible,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  to  avert  the  fatal  issue  of  the  malady, 
many  unfortunate  objects  have  had  their  suffer- 
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ings  mitigated  and  their  last  moments  soothed, 
by  the  comforts  afforded  them  in  the  wards  of 
this  charitable  establishment ;  while,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  the  spread  of  a  contagious  fever  has  been 
prevented  by  their  removal  from  crowded  dwell¬ 
ings. 

With  respect  to  Scarlet  Fever,  fifty- three 
cases  were  admitted  last  year  :  of  this  number 

■<  V 

there  were  six,  in  whom  the  symptoms  denoted 
the  malignant  or  putrid  form  of  this  disease,  and 
of  these,  three  died  from  intense  inflammation  of 
the  brain. 

The  advantages  which  the  Fever  Hospital 
affords,  are  not  confined  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
society,  living  in  their  own  small  and  crowded 
apartments  ;  for  of  the  number  admitted  in  the 
last  year,  sixty -four  were  domestic  servants. 
Of  this  class  of  patients,  forty  were  the  subjects 
of  continued,  and  twenty-four  of  scarlet  fever. 
Among  the  domestic  servants,  only  seven  deaths 
occurred,  which  is  a  small  number  in  comparison 
with  that  which  took  place  in  the  ordinary  class 
of  persons  admitted.  This  sufficiently  shows  the 
diminished  rate  of  mortality,  when  patients  are 
sent  to  the  Hospital  in  the  more  early  stage  of 
fever,  and  before  the  cure  of  it  has  become,  from 
neglect  and  delay,  almost,  if  not  altogether  hope¬ 
less. 
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If,  therefore,  this  charitable  Institution  does 
not  accomplish  all  the  good  intended  and  wished 
by  those  to  whom  the  management  of  it  has  been 
confided,  it  is  mainly  because  the  benefits  dis¬ 
pensed  are  not  sought  after  in  due  time.  Although 
the  means  of  cure  are  offered  to  those  who  are  af¬ 
fected  with  continued  or  scarlet  fever,  it  too  fre¬ 
quently  happens  that  the  sufferers  do  not  accept 
them  till  a  period  when  they  cease  to  be  of  any 
avail.  But  though  this  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
the  Committee,  on  the  other  hand,  rejoice  to  be 
able  to  state,  that  numerous  patients,  by  timely 
admission  into  the  Hospital,  with  judicious  medi¬ 
cal  treatment,  have  been  restored  to  health,  and 
enabled  to  return  to  their  usual  employments. 
Many  domestic  servants  also  have  not  only  them¬ 
selves  received  a  cure,  but,  by  removal  from  the 
families  to  which  they  belonged,  have  both  placed 
them  in  greater  security,  and  relieved  them  from 
apprehension  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,* 

Upon  these  grounds  the  Committee  earnestly 
request  subscriptions  or  donations  from  those 
who  possess  the  means  of  contributing  to  the 


*  The  Committee  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
state,  that,  when  domestic  servants  are  received  into  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  they  are  either  placed  in  distinct  wards,  or  kept,  as  much 
as  possible,  separate  from  the  other  patients. 
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support  of  an  Institution,  which  has  successfully 
promoted  the  object  for  which  it  was  established, 
the  prevention  and  cure  of  continued  and  scarlet 
fever.  They  acknowledge  with  thanks  two  Do¬ 
nations  of  £20,  as  well  as  an  anonymous  Dona¬ 
tion  of  £50  from  R.  P.,  and  they  may  be  allowed 
to  hope  that  these  good  examples  will  have  many 
followers  in  the  path  of  benevolence. 


10 


Account  from  the  1st  of  January, 


Jan.  1,  1836.  Balance  in  the  Lands  of  the  Bankers 
Do.  Mr.  Ley  for  Non-Subscribers’ 
Domestic  Servants  (since  paid) . . 
Do.  the  Collector  (since  paid)  .... 
Do.  the  Comptroller  of  the  House 
Expenses  (since  paid),  as  per  last 

Report..... .  13  1  81^ 

,  Add,  to  correct  error  V 

in  his  book......  0  0  8^J 


£.  s.  d. 
190  12  10 

110 
86  10  0 


13  2  4i 


RECEIPTS. 


One  Year’s  Dividends  on  Stock,  Three  per  Cent. 

Consols .  59  13 

Do.  Rent  of  Cold-Bath-Fields  Estate  to  Michael¬ 
mas,  1836  . 150  0 

Annual  Contributions  from  Individuals  and  Parishes’ 
and  on  account  of  extra  Poor  ..  621  13  0 

Including’  the  above  balance  in  Col¬ 
lector's  Lands .  86  10  0 

-  535  3 

Legacies,  Life  Subscriptions,  Charity  Sermon,  and 

other  Donations  .  291  6 

Admission  of  Domestic  Servants,  received  by  the 
late  Resident  Medical  Officer,  being  the  above 

balance  . .  1  1  0 

Do.  received  by  the  present  Resident  Medical 


Officer  .  54  12 

Money  found  in  Charity-box .  0  16 

Sale  of  Three  per  Cent.  Consols .  345  18 

Amount  recovered  from  Mr.  Murray,  the  late 
Secretary,  in  respect  of  his  bill  of  costs  and 
demands  against  the  Hospital,  referred  to  arbi¬ 
tration  . 108  14 
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£1Q37  10  7} 


THE 


THIRTY-SIXTH  REPORT, 


OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31.  DECEMBER,  1837. 


Patients  l-emaining  in  the  Hospital  on  Dec.  31,  1836  ....  21 


Admitted  since  of  Continued  Fever  . 896 

. .  Scarlet  Fever . 31 


Under  Certificates  of  Fever,  but  dis-  1  . 
covered  to  have  other  diseases  . .  J 

Total  admitted  1837  -  945 


Total ....  966 


Of  the  above  there  were  :  — 

Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever . 660 

..  Scarlet  Fever  . .  27 

..  Other  Cases,  not  Fever .  7 

Total  cured  -  694 

Died  of  Continued  Fever . 203 

. .  Scarlet  Fever  .  4 

..  Other  Cases  not  Fever  .  11 

Total  died  -  218 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  31,  1837  .  54 


Total..  .. -  966 


Of  the  Fatal  Cases  in  1837,  there  occurred:  — 
Within  12  hours  after  admission,  16  deaths 


24 

do. 

do. 

19 

48 

do. 

do. 

24 

3 

days 

do. 

15 

74 


Of  the  total  number  of  patients  (218)  who  died,  only  79 
survived  one  week  after  their  admission. 


I 


4 

The  number  of  admissions  and  deaths  during  the  respective 


months,  are : — 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

January  . 

45 

13 

February  . 

62 

20 

March  . 

75 

16 

April . 

66 

12 

May  . 

71 

11 

June . 

82 

17 

July  . 

100 

22 

August . 

102 

12 

September  . 

80 

21 

October . 

96 

20 

November  . 

91 

24 

December . 

75 

30 

-  945  -  218 

Total  admitted  since  the  establishment  of  the  Hos-  }  ,9  - 
pital,  A.D.  1802  .  5 


The  number  of  patients  received  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year  is  the  greatest  received  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Hospital.  The  wards  have  been 
almost  constantly  crowded,  and  during  several  of 
the  months  many  persons  daily  applied  for  admis¬ 
sion  who  could  not  be  admitted  for  want  of  room. 

The  epidemic,  which  was  at  its  minimum  in 
January,  increased  steadily  through  the  successive 
months,  and  came  to  its  height  in  August ;  the 
admissions  during  January  being  only  45,  while 
in  August  they  were  102.  At  this  period  the 
epidemic  slightly  declined,  the  admissions  falling 
in  September  to  80 ;  but  it  rose  again  in  Octo¬ 
ber  to  96,  continued  in  November  at  91,  and 
again  fell  in  December  to  75* 

The  mortality  bore  no  relation  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  the  disease.  In  May,  when  the  ad¬ 
missions  were  at  the  medium,  the  deaths  were 
one  in  seven ;  in  August,  when  the  admissions 
were  at  the  maximum,  the  deaths  were  only  one 
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in  nine ;  while  in  December,  when  the  admissions 
were  nearly  the  same  as  in  May,  the  deaths  were 
two  in  five, — almost  the  largest  ever  known  in  the 
experience  of  the  Hospital. 

Taking  the  whole  of  the  deaths  together,  and 
including  the  improper  cases,  the  mortality  was 
a  little  less  than  one  in  four,  or,  in  round  num¬ 
bers,  three  in  thirteen.  Taking  the  Fever  cases 
only,  and  excluding  the  improper  cases,  the 
mortality  was  twelve  in  fifty-three ;  but  exclud¬ 
ing  from  these  the  number  who  died  within 
the  period  of  three  days, — that  is,  including  those 
only  who  were  in  a  state  capable  of  receiving 
benefit  from  the  peculiar  advantages  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital, — the  mortality  was  one  in  six  and  a  quarter, 
or,  in  round  numbers,  four  in  twenty-five. 

The  number  of  fatal  cases  during  the  last  year 
has  been  increased  beyond  the  ordinary  average  : 
1 .  By  the  unusual  proportion  of  improper  cases, 
consisting  of  persons  not  primarily  attacked  with 
fever,  but  in  whom  febrile  symptoms  have  come 
on  at  the  close  of  some  fatal  organic  disease. 
No  less  than  eleven  consumptive  patients  have 
been  received,  all  of  whom  died  in  the  Hospital. 
In  the  greater  number  of  these  cases,  the  disease 
having  reached  its  last  stage,  the  patients  died 
in  a  few  days  after  their  admission  ;  but  in  a  few 
of  them  fever  appears  to  have  been  superadded 
to  the  primary  disease  of  the  lungs,  and  when 
the  patients  were  convalescent  from  fever,  the 
chest  symptoms  returned  with  great  intensity, 
and  the  disease  proved  rapidly  mortal. 
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2.  By  the  late  period  at  which  the  patients 

have  been  received.  As  has  been  already  stated, 

out  of  the  total  number  of  those  who  died  (218), 

only  79  survived  one  week  after  their  admission. 

The  great  proportion  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 

persons  who  were  received  from  workhouses. 

From  these  asylums  the  worst  cases  are  generally 

selected  for  the  Hospital,  often  a  few'  days  only 

before  death  is  inevitable.  Out  of  the  twenty 

•• 

deaths  in  the  month  of  February,  live  occurred 
in  persons  sent  from  one  workhouse  alone.  Of 
these  five,  only  one  survived  beyond  the  fifth  day,- 
and  on  that  one  a  consultation  of  the  parish  sur¬ 
geons  had  been  held,  to  determine  whether  the 
patient  would  probably  live  until  she  reached 
the  Hospital. 

3.  By  the  very  unusual  number  of  cases  in 
which  inflammation  has  been  excited  in  some 
vital  organ  during  the  stage  of  convalescence. 
No  less  than  five  of  the  convalescents  were  re¬ 
cently  attacked  suddenly  with  acute  laryngitis  ; 
several  more  have  been  seized  as  suddenly  with 
pleurisy,  which  proved  fatal  in  a  few  hours. 

4.  But  the  chief  cause  of  the  great  mortality 
is  undoubtedly  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
epidemic,  which  has  maintained  for  a  much 
longer  period  than  is  usual  in  the  Fever  of  this 
country,  the  same  unvarying  type,  accompanied 
in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases  by  a  peculiar 
eruption  of  the  skin,  different  in  many  respects 
from  the  spots  termed  petechial.  During  the 
last  year  this  eruption  was  observed  in  all  the 
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severe  cases  ;  and  indicated  a  form  of  fever  in 
which  the  powers  of  life  are  from  the  first  greatly 
depressed,  and  in  which  structural  changes  of  a 
highly  dangerous  nature  take  place  in  the  most 
important  organs. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  indicative  both  of 
the  extraordinary  prevalence  and  severity  of  the 
epidemic,  that  it  has  attacked  children  in  an  un¬ 
usually  large  proportion,  and  that  great  numbers 
have  died  ;  though  young  persons  are  never  so 
subject  to  fever  as  adolescents  and  adults,  and 
when  attacked,  are  much  more  capable  of  resist¬ 
ing  its  fatal  influence. 

Another  illustration  of  the  low  and  malignant 
character  of  the  disease  is  afforded  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  wine  and  other  stimulants  which  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  employ  as  remedies. 
In  ordinary  years,  not  more  than  one,  two,  or  at 
most  three,  patients  per  day  have  been  placed 
under  stimulating  treatment,  and  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  wine  and  brandy  has  been  proportionally 
small  3  but,  during  the  last  year,  there  were  at  no 
time  less  than  three  patients  daily  under  such 
treatment :  the  average  number  was  six  ;  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December  there,  were 
ten,  and  in  these  two  months  alone  the  quantity 
of  wine  consumed  was  2688  ounces,  and  of 
brandy  34  ounces. 

During  the  Spring  months,  when  Influenza 
was  very  prevalent,  the  organs  most  affected  by 
the  disease  were  the  lungs ;  the  internal  mem- 
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brane  of  the  air-passages  having  been  almost 
universally  attacked  with  a  peculiar  inflammation, 
which,  when  severe,  is  the  most  mortal  of  all 
the  local  affections  of  fever ;  but  as  early  as  the 
latter  part  of  February,  the  cerebral  symptoms 
during  life,  and  the  morbid  appearances  found  in 
the  brain  after  death,  became  unusually  intense. 
In  the  Summer  months,  the  disease  of  the  brain 
continuing  undiminished,  there  was  a  slight  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  the  abdominal  over  the  thoracic 
affection.  During  the  Autumn  the  chest  again 
suffered  more  than  the  abdomen ;  but  in  the. 
great  majority  of  the  fatal  cases,  the  brain,  the 
lungs,  the  spleen,  and  the  intestines,  were  all 
alike  involved  in  disease.  The  ordinary  attend¬ 
ants  of  the  worst  forms  of  fever  in  this  country, — 
erysipelas,  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the 
parotid  and  other  glands,  terminating  in  abscess, 
and  a  peculiar  and  invariably  fatal  disease  of  the 
joints, — have,  one  or  more,  been  constantly  pre¬ 
sent  ;  while  there  has  been  added  another  af¬ 
fection,  not  common,  gangrene  of  the  throat  and 
of  the  nose  and  ears. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  nearly  one 
thousand  persons  afflicted  with  this  dreadful 
malady  in  its  very  worst  forms,  and  lying  ill  in 
the  very  worst  localities,  and  under  the  most 
unfavourable  circumstances,  have  been  removed, 
during  the  last  year,  to  the  spacious,  well- aired, 
clean,  and  quiet  wards  of  the  Hospital ;  where 
they  have  had  proper  food,  were  kept  in  a  regu- 
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lated  temperature,  were  properly  attended  to, 
and  were,  consequently,  under  the  most  favour¬ 
able  circumstances  for  recovery. 

Of  these  benefits,  sixty-one  domestic  servants 
have  partaken,  out  of  which  number  only  eight 
died, — little  more  than  one  in  eight; — so  that 
comparing  the  mortality  of  this  class  with  that 
of  the  whole  number,  it  appears  to  be  just  one- 
half  less  ;  a  fact,  which  sufficiently  attests  the 
importance  of  two  obvious  advantages  possessed 
by  domestic  servants  over  the  other  patients  of 
the  Hospital :  first,  that  they  are  in  better  circum¬ 
stances  when  attacked  with  fever  ;  and  secondly, 
that  they  are  always  sent  to  the  Hospital  in  a 
comparatively  earlier  stage  of  the  disease. 

The  Committee  cannot  advert  to  the  experience 
of  last  year  without  congratulating  the  public  on 
the  existence  of  an  Institution  which  thus  affords 
the  most  effectual  relief,  on  the  one  hand,  to  pri¬ 
vate  families,  in  a  state  of  anxiety  and  alarm  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  most  destitute 
portion  of  the  community,  in  the  worst  condition 
in  which  they  can  be  placed. 

Considering  the  services  which  such  an  Insti¬ 
tution  is  calculated  to  render,  and  which  it  has 
rendered  from  year  to  year,  the  Committee  ven¬ 
ture  to  hope  that  they  may  rely  on  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  support  and  patronage  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  great  Metropolis. 
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Account  from  the  1st  of  January, 


£.  s.  d. 

Jan.  1,  1837.  Balance  in  the  hands  of 

the  Bankers  .  526  16  4 

Do.  Comptroller  of  the 

House  Expenses .  50  3 

Do.  Mr.  F.  Webb,  the  late 

Collector  (since  paid) . .  50  0  0 

- - -  626  19  10§ 


RECEIPTS. 

One  Year’s  Dividends  on  Three  per  Cent.  Consols 

Stock .  60  0  0 

Do.  Rent  of  Cold-Bath-Fields  Estate  to  Michael¬ 
mas,  1837  .  150  0  0 

Annual  or  other  Contributions  paid  to  late  Collector, 
by  Individuals,  Parishes,  and  Unions  243  2  0 

Do.  to  the  present  Collector,  Mr.  W. 

Price,  in  1837,  by  Individuals  ....  302  13  6 

Do.  Parishes  and  Unions  . ,131  5  0 

Do.  do.  do.  for  extra  Patients  220  10  0 

-  897  10  6 

Do.  paid  to  the  Bankers  (annual)  ....  7  7  0 

Do.  (Life  Contributions  and  Donations  108  0  0 

-  115  7  0 

Payments  for  Domestic  Servants  of  Non-Sub¬ 
scribers  to  the  Resident  Medical  Officer,  whereof 
paid  by  him  to  the  Bankers,  971 .  98  10  6 
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THE 


THIRTY-SEVENTH  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31,  DECEMBER,  1838. 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  Dec.  31,  1837  ....  54 


Admitted  since  of  Continued  Fever  . . . 976 

. .  Scarlet  Fever . 46 


. .-  Under  Certificates  of  Fever,  but  dis-  \  22 
covered  to  have  other  diseases  . .  J 

Total  of  Patients  in  1838  - 1044 

1098 


Of  the  above  there  were  : — 

Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever  . .  718 

. .  Scarlet  Fever  . . . .  ^ .  34 

. .  Other  Cases,  not  Fever  ....  2 

Total  cured  -  754 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals .  16 

Died  of  Continued  Fever  . .  246 

. .  Scarlet  Fever .  6 

..  Other  Cases  not  Fever  .  6 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  31,  1838  .  70 

-  328 

- 1098 


Total  admitted  since  the  establishment  of  "I  .nn 
the  Hospital,  in  the  year  1802 . J  ’ 

Of  the  Fatal  Cases  in  1838,  there  occurred: — 

Within  24  hours  after  admission,  25  deaths 
„  48  do.  do.  19  „ 

„  72  do.  do.  30  „ 


74 

Of  the  total  number  of  patients  who  died  (260),  it  may  be 
remarked  112  lived  only  one  week  after  their  admission  into  the 
Hospital. 
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The  number  of  admissions  and  deaths  during  the  respective 
months,  are : — 


Of  those  remaining,  31st 
Dec.  1837  . 

January  . 

February  . 

March . 

April  . 

May . 

June . 

July . 

August . . . 

September  . 

October  . 

November  . 

December  . 


{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 


26 

28 

43 

38 

39 
34 
58 

45 
48 

41 
47 
37 
51 
36 
34 

42 
39 

36 
42 
50 
54 
42 

46 

47 
58 

37 


Admissions. 
Males  \  .. 
Females  / 
Males  \  q  i 
Females  / 
Males  1 
Females  J 
Males  I 
Females  J 
Males  1 
Females  / 
Males  j 
Females  J 
Males  \ 
Females  / 
Males 
Females  / 
Males  \  7, 
Females/  /0 
Maies  1 
Females/ 
Males  4 
Females  f 
Maks  1 
Females  j 
Males  ~l 
Females  /  95 


73 


103 


89 


84 


87 


76 


96 


93 


Deaths. 

5  Males  1  8 
3  Females  / 

10  Males  )  ,  r 
5  Females/  J 
15  Males  /9n 
5  Females/ 

24  Males  J  o. 
10  Females/" 
15  Males  1  9, 
10  Females /ZD 
17  Males  ~1  99 
5  Females  / 

13  Males  1  99 
9  Females  / 

10  Males  1  .  - 
5  Females  /  0 
10  Males  \  ■.  ^ 

5  Females  / 

13  Males  1 
10  Females/ 

8  Males  1  99 

14  Females  j* 

6  Males  1  . 9 
6  Females  / 

17  Males  1  97 
10  Females  / 


Total  admitted  ... .  1044  Deaths.. 

260 

Admitted  in  1838  : — 

Mortality  in  1838: — 

• 

Males  . 

563 

Males  . 

158 

Females  . 

481 

Females  . 

94 

1044 

252 

Remaining  under  treat- 

Of  whom  died,  Males  5 

i  8 

ment,  31  Dec.  1837  . . 

54 

Females  3 

1098 

260 

In  the  last  Report  it  was  stated  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  received  in  the  Hospital,  in  the 
course  of  1837,  was  the  greatest  in  any  one  year 
since  its  foundation.  During  the  past  year, 
however,  the  admissions  have  been  nearly  one 


5 


hundred  more.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  the 
epidemic  has  continued  in  full  force  throughout 
1838  5  and,  if  the  Hospital  had  been  capable  of 
providing  accommodation  for  all  who  applied, 
the  number  of  admissions  would  have  been  still 
greater.  On  several  occasions  it  was  distressing 
to  be  compelled  to  refuse  so  many  necessitous 
and  often  friendless  individuals.  It  was  no  un¬ 
common  circumstance  to  have  more  than  a  dozen 
applicants  for  the  first  vacant  bed,  or  to  find,  when 
a  vacancy  occurred,  that  some  of  the  unfortunate 
persons  who  had  applied,  had,  in  the  interim, 
fallen  victims  to  the  disease  \  while  of  others,  who 
were  admitted  in  the  order  of  their  application, 
many  were  in  such  a  hopeless  state,  that  they 
died  a  few  hours  after  being  received. 

To  show  the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  twenty-two  families,  some  of 
which  consisted  of  from  six  to  eight  persons,  were 
taken  altogether  from  their  wretched  abodes  and 
placedinthe  wards.  The  pressure  on  this  establish¬ 
ment  was  considerably  increased  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Governors  of  several  of  the  larger  Hospitals,  to 
limit  or  refuse  the  admission  of  Fever  patients. 
These  circumstances  naturally  excited  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  the  Fever  Hospi¬ 
tal,  and  an  appeal  having  been  made  to  the  public, 
they  were  enabled  to  provide  accommodation  for 
thirty  additional  patients  :  further  additions  are 
in  progress,  and  considerable  enlargement  of  the 
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building  is  contemplated,  when  sufficient  funds 
shall  be  obtained  for  the  purpose.  When  the  pro¬ 
jected  alterations  are  completed,  it  is  hoped  that 
every  poor  person  affected  with  Fever,  desirous 
of  admission  into  the  Hospital,  may  be  immedi¬ 
ately  received. 

The  prevalence  of  Fever  was  not  confined  to 
any  particular  part  of  the  year,  for  the  admissions 
in  every  month  were  remarkably  uniform  ;  the 
smallest  number  being  seventy-three,  and  the 
highest  103, —  or  giving  an  average  of  nearly 
ninety.  The  comparative  ages  of  the  patients  _ 
showed  that,  though  no  period  of  life  was  exempt 
from  the  disease,  a  large  majority  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  young  persons.  Of  the  total  number 
(1044),  123  were  under  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  4/1 
between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  thirty  ;  or  in  round 
numbers,  three-fifths  were  under  the  age  of  thirty. 

The  type  or  character  of  the  Fever  resem¬ 
bled  precisely  that  of  the  previous  year  ;  in  the 
same  early  and  often  rapid  depression  of  the 
vital  powers — in  the  peculiar  maculated  eruption 
— in  the  large  amount  of  wine  and  other  stimulants 
required  for  the  cure, — and  in  the  very  great 
mortality  ;  showing,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
causes  on  which  the  prevalence  and  malignity  of 
Fever  depend,  the  same  existed  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  last  year.  Though  in  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  cases,  the  symptoms  were  mild, 
yet  in  by  far  the  larger  number,  they  exhibited 
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great  severity  :  the  prostration  was  remarkable, 
not  more  for  its  early  appearance,  than  the  sud¬ 
denness  with  which  it  seized  even  young  and 
robust  individuals,  many  of  whom  from  the  first 
few  hours  of  the  attack  were  unable  to  afford 
themselves  the  least  assistance,  or  even  to  turn 
in  bed.  Another  circumstance  observed,  was  the 
almost  unvarying  affection  of  the  nervous  system 
indicated  by  low  muttering  delirium,  spasmodic 
twitching  of  the  tendons,  subsultus,  and  tremor, 
often  terminating  in  perfect  coma  or  insensibility, 
from  which  recovery  seldom  took  place. 

Erysipelas  prevailed  in  every  month  of  the 
year,  to  an  extent  unknown  in  the  records  of 
the  Hospital :  seventy-two  persons  (thirty-nine 
males  and  thirty-three  females)  were  attacked 
with  this  severe  affection.  In  every  instance,  it 
appeared  either  when  the  patient  was  struggling 
through  Fever,  or  at  the  commencement  of  con¬ 
valescence  ;  and,  consequently,  when  very  few 
had  power  remaining  to  contend  against  a  disease 
which,  even  under  favourable  circumstances,  is 
sufficiently  formidable.  In  five  males  and  seven 
females,  the  erysipelatous  inflammation  attacked 
the  windpipe,  in  all  of  whom  it  proved  rapidly 
fatal. 

The  mortality  of  last  year  is  appalling  in  the 
extreme.  This  epidemic  has  been  fatal  both  in 
Hospital  and  private  practice  throughout  Eng¬ 
land,  to  an  extent  happily  seldom  witnessed  in 


8 


this  country.  In  the  Fever  Hospital  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  number  of  deaths  has 
been  greatly  swelled,  by  the  impossibility  of  re¬ 
ceiving  patients  at  a  period  of  their  disease  when 
medical  aid  could  avail.  Many  of  the  most  ur¬ 
gent  cases  were  unavoidably  refused  for  want  of 
room,  and  when  it  was  possible  to  admit  them, 
the  Fever  had,  in  the  meantime,  made  fearfully 
rapid  progress  ;  in  some  instances  the  patient 
expired  before  a  bed  was  prepared ;  and,  in  five 
instances,  when  the  vehicle  in  which  the  patient 
had  been  removed  from  his  dwelling  arrived  at 
the  gate  of  the  Hospital,  life  was  found  to  be  ex¬ 
tinct.  The  number  of  deaths  last  year,  was  260; 
the  average  mortality  was,  consequently,  seven 
int  wenty-nine.  Of  these  occurred. 


Within  12  hours  after  admission,  8 


yy 
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17 

)> 

48 

yy 

19 

yy 
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Of  the  total  number  who  died  (260),  112  lived 
only  one  week  after  admission.  If,  therefore, 
the  numbers  who  were  sent  into  the  Hospital  in 
a  dying  state,  as  well  as  those  who  it  may  be 
presumed  were  beyond  the  possibility  of  reco¬ 
very,  together  with  five  cases  who  died  of  other 
diseases,  be  deducted  (and  it  may  be  presumed 
that  those  seventy-four  individuals  who  died  with- 
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in  seventy-two  hours  after  admission,  were  be¬ 
yond  all  reasonable  hope  of  recovery),  the  average 
mortality  is  twelve  in  seventy-three  ;  or  about  one 
in  six  and  a  half. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  giving  a  detail  of  the 
treatment  adopted  in  the  severe  epidemic  of  last 
year.  It  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  in  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  cases,  the  powers  of  life  were  so 
depressed  that,  from  almost  the  very  commence¬ 
ment,  the  administration  of  nourishing  cordials 
and  stimulants  was  necessary.  In  some  com¬ 
paratively  few  cases,  the  symptoms  required  an 
opposite  treatment,  and  even  the  abstraction  of 
blood  ;  but  these  cases  were  few.  In  eleven  only, 
blood  was  drawn  from  the  arm.  In  146,  blood 
was  taken  locally,  by  cupping  or  the  application 
of  leeches  (wine  being  at  the  same  time,  in  many 
of  those  cases,  administered)  ;  while  to  445  (or 
very  nearly  one-half  of  the  number  treated),  wine 
was  administered, — the  daily  average  quantity 
being  about  eight  ounces  to  each  patient,  besides 
the  addition,  in  many  cases,  of  brandy,  beer,  and 
medicinal  stimuli.  During  the  past  year,  13,932 
ounces  of  wine,  and  716  ounces  of  brandy  were 
consumed  in  the  wards  of  the  Hospital. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  though  not  nume¬ 
rous,  partook  of  the  same  malignancy  and  seve¬ 
rity  ;  forty-six  cases  were  admitted,  of  whom 
eight  died — being  an  unusually  large  mortality. 

The  number  of  domestic  servants  admitted  last 
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year,  was  107,  of  whom  thirteen  died  :  the  mor¬ 
tality  in  this  class  of  patients  was,  therefore, 
one  in  eight  and  a  half,  which  is  considerably 
less  than  the  general  average. 

The  physicians  state  with  great  concern,  that 
the  domestics  of  the  Hospital  have  suffered  se¬ 
verely  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties. 
Twelve  of  the  nurses  caught  Fever,  of  whom  four 
died.  The  two  porters  also  were  attacked  with  the 
disease,  to  which  they  fell  a  sacrifice  ;  and  one  of 
the  porters  who  succeeded,  only  a  few  weeks  after 
entering  upon  his  office,  was  also  seized  with 
Fever,  and  had  a  very  narrow  escape. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  observe,  that  this 
Report,  while  it  shows  the  usefulness  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  shows  also,  how  much  its  usefulness  is  cir¬ 
cumscribed,  by  the  want  of  adequate  funds.  It 
appears  that  more  than  1000  patients  have  been 
admitted  in  the  last  year,  and  about  three-fourths 
have  been  dismissed  cured.  Thus  has  a  great 
benefit  been  rendered  to  individuals,  and  to  the 
community.  It  appears  also,  that  admission  was 
unavoidably  refused  to  many  applicants,  and  that 
of  those  who  were  received  after  some  delay, 
several  died  immediately  after  admission,  being  in 
the  last  stage  of  the  disease.  It  may  be  presum¬ 
ed  that  the  lives  of  some  of  those  would  have  been 
saved,  if  the  Hospital  had  been  capable  of  receiving 
a  greater  number  of  patients.  The  Committee 
having  thus  witnessed  the  urgent  necessity  of  an 
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increase  of  accommodation,  have  not  only  deter- 
mined  upon  an  enlargement  of  the  building,  but 
have  made  considerable  progress  in  the  work. 
They  have  done  so  in  the  expectation,  which 
they  feel  confident  will  not  prove  unfounded,  of 
being  supported  by  the  Public.  And  while  they 
look  for  assistance  in  this  undertaking,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  would  at  the  same  time  remind  the  Public, 
that  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Hospital, 
however  economically  conducted,  is  necessarily 
considerable.  A  large  quantity  of  wine  and 
spirits  is  required  for  the  patients,  as  appears 
from  the  Report.  Nor  has  this,  like  many  other 
charities,  a  large  endowment;  but  it  depends  en¬ 
tirely  upon  voluntary  subscriptions  and  donations. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  earnestly  appeal, 
more  particularly  to  the  opulent  inhabitants  of  the 
Metropolis,  requesting  their  aid  in  support  of  an 
Institution  which  has  contributed  so  largely  to 
the  important  object  of  the  cure  and  prevention 
of  Fever;  an  Institution  of  which  they  are  most 
anxious  to  extend  the  benefits,  as  it  evidently 
appears,  in  its  present  state,  to  be  inadequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  Public. 
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Account  from  the  ls£  of  January,  to  the  31^ 


£  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

Jan.  1,  1838.  Balance  in  the  hands  of 

the  Bankers  .  223  10  5 

Do.  Comptroller  of  the 

House  Expenses . .  19  15  10§ 

Do.  Received  for  Domestic 

Servants . . .  1  10  6 

-  244  16  9§ 


RECEIPTS. 

One  Year’s  Dividends  on  Three  per 

Cent.  Consols  .  60  0  0 

Do.  Rent  of  Cold-Bath-1  ields  Estate 

to  Michaelmas .  130  0  0 

Annual  Subscriptions  paid  to  the  Col¬ 
lector,  by  Individuals .  345  13  6 

Do.  by  Parishes  and  Unions .  126  0  0 

Do.  do.  for  Extra  Patients  752  17  0 

Donations  received  by  Collector  ....  132  15  0 

Legacy  of  Colonel  Bird  .  19  19  0 

Sundry  Donations  and  Subscriptions 
received  by  the  Treasurer,  Secretary, 
and  various  Bankers  who  undertook 

to  receive  Subscriptions  . 3429  17  0 

Payments  for  Domestic  Servants  of 
Non-Subscribers,  and  other  Patients, 
to  the  Resident  Medical  Officer  (in¬ 
cluding  10s.  for  Waste  Paper  sold)  . .  161  2  0 

-  5178  3  6 

Balance  due  to  Comptroller  of  House  Expenses  on 

House  Account . . .  16  15  10£ 


,£5439  16  2 


THE 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31.  DECEMBER,  1839. 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  Dec.  31,  1838  ....  70 

Admitted  since  of  Continued  Fever  . 530 

. .  Scarlet  Fever . 85 

..  Under  Certificates  of  Fever,  but  dis-~| 

covered  to  be  labouring  under  other  >  20 

diseases  .  J 

Total  of  Patients  in  1838  —— ■  635 

705 


Of  the  above  there  were  :  — 

Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever  . . . .  420 

. .  Scarlet  Fever  . . .  72 

. .  Other  Cases,  not  Fever  .  9 

Total  cured  - -  501 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals .  2 

Died  of  Continued  Fever  . . .  135 

. .  Scarlet  Fever .  13 

. .  Other  Cases  not  Fever  .  10 

-  158 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  31,  1839  .  44 

Total  .  705 


Total  admitted  since  the  establishment  of T  ,  99. 
the  Hospital,  in  the  year  1802 . . .  J  ’ 

Of  the  Fatal  Cases  in  1839,  there  occurred 

Within  24  hours  after  admission,  16  deaths 
„  48  do.  do.  21  „ 

„  72  do.  do.  18  „ 

Total  ........  55 

Of  the  total  number  of  patients  who  died  (158)  only  5 
survived  one  week  after  their  admission. 

R 
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Number  of  Admissions  during  each  month* 
of  those  Patients  who  died  : — 

Admissions. 

Of  those  remaining,  31st  f  37  Males  "I  7n 

Dec.  1838 .  133  Females!  /u 

Of  those  admitted  in  Ja-f  56  Males 
nuary  . * . \  44  Females 

tk  .  T-  ,  f  21  Males 

Do.  in  February . {  31  Females 

t-v  •  n/r  u  [29  Males 

Do.  m  March . {33  Females 

f  31  Males 

Do' 111  APrl1  . {34  Females 

Do.  in  May .  f  16  Males 

Do.  in  June . 

Do.  in  July  ..... 

Do.  in  August . . . 

Do.  in  September 

Do.  in  October  . 

Do.  in  November 

Do.  in  December 


31  Females 
22  Males 
29  Females 
17  Males 
16  Females 
24  Males 


{ 

{ 

{ 

"{ 12  Females 
[  26  Males 
1 14  Females 
20  Males 
25  Females 
Males 
Females 
25  Males 


100 
52 
62 
-  65 
47 


{; 

j  22 

[30 

{ 


27  Females 


51 

33 
36 
40 
45 
Y  52 

52 


26 


and  the  number 

Deaths. 

1  Male  "I  7 

6  Females  J 
17  Males  \ 

9  Females! 

7  Males  [  ,  R 
11  Females  J 

11  Males  1 

12  Females/ 

5  Males  1 

4  Females  ! 

6  Males  \ , . 

8  Females  j 
3  Males  \ 

5  Females  j 

6  Males  1  Q 
3  Females  J 

6  Males  1  - 

1  Female  ! 

6  Males  \ 

2  Females  J 

6  Males  "1  Q 

3  Females  !  v 
5  Males  1  ,  „ 

7  Females  ! 

5  Males  1  , , 

6  Females  !1A 
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Total  admitted  ... .  705  161 

Deduct  the  number  of  those  who  died  in  1840  . . .  •  3 


Total  Deaths  . .  158 


Admitted  in  1839,  and  remain^ 
ing  in  Hospital,  December 
31st,  1839 : — 

Males  . .  346 

Females  .  359 


Mortality  in  1839 : — 

Males .  84 

Females .  77 


Total .  705 

Deduct  the  number  of  those  who  were  admitted  in  De¬ 
cember,  1839,  but  who  died  in  January,  1840  . 


161 


Total . 


158 


The  Epidemic,  which  had  been  more  prevalent 
during  183/  than  in  any  preceding  year  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Hospital,  continued 


/ 

steadily  to  increase  through  the  whole  of  1838, 
the  number  of  admissions  in  that  year  exceeding 
those  of  1837  by  nearly  100.  During  the  month 
of  January,  1839,  the  admissions  were  as  nume¬ 
rous  as  in  any  month  of  the  preceding  year.  In 
February  they  fell  suddenly  from  1 00  to  fifty- two ; 
and  at  no  time  subsequently  did  they  exceed 
sixty-five,  the  number  ranging  in  the  several 
months  from  thirty- three  to  sixtv-five.  In  the 
preceding  year,  there  wTas  no  month  in  which  the 
admissions  were  under  seventy-three,  and  in 
general  they  ranged  from  eighty  to  1 00.  The 
total  number  in  1839,  was  less  by  upwards  of 
400  than  in  1838  ;  affording  satisfactory  evidence 
that,  since  the  month  of  February,  1839,  there 
has  been  a  great  diminution  in  the  prevalence  of 
the  Epidemic. 

The  improvements  which  were  in  progress  at 
the  Fever  Hospital  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September,  rendered  some  of  the 
wards  unfit  for  the  reception  of  patients :  this  was 
unavoidable.  It  happened,  however,  and  very 
fortunately,  that  the  decline  of  the  Epidemic  wTas 
coincident  with  this  period.  For,  if  the  demand 
for  admission  had  been  as  great  as  it  was  in  the 
corresponding  months  of  the  preceding  year,  the 
consequences  would  have  been  calamitous. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  indicative  of  a  de¬ 
cided  change  in  the  prevalence  of  the  Epidemic, 
that  after  the  5th  of  February,  only  one  of  the 
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domestics  of  the  Hospital  was  attacked  with 
Fever;  while  during  the  preceding  part  of  1839,  no 
less  than  five  were  attacked,  three  of  whom  died. 

But  while  the  declension  of  the  Epidemic  has 
been  thus  marked,  there  has  been  no  change  in 
the  character  of  the  disease.  The  early  and  great 
prostration  of  strength,  the  predominance  of 
the  typhoid  symptoms,  the  extensive  structural 
changes  in  the  internal  organs,  and  the  rash .  on 
the  external  surface  of  the  body,  have  remained 
the  same. 

Nor  has  the  diminution  of  the  mortality  been 
at  all  proportionate  to  the  decreased  number  of 
the  sick.  Taking  together  the  whole  of  the  ad¬ 
missions  and  deaths,  the  average  mortality  in  the 
last  year  is  no  less  than  one  in  four  and  a  half ; 
which  would  be  appalling,  were  it  a  correct  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  real  mortality  of  the  disease  :  but 
this  is  not  the  case.  Out  of  the  total  number  of 
persons  who  died  (158),  only  fifty-nine  survived 
one  week,  and  fifty-five  died  within  seventy-two 
hours  after  admission. 

These  cases  were,  for  the  most  part,  not  only 
the  most  severe  which  occurred  in  the  several 
districts  from  which  they  were  sent  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital, — their  very  severity  causing  them  to  be 
selected  as  fit  objects  ;  but  they  were  not  admit¬ 
ted  till  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  when 
irreparable  changes  of  structure  had  taken  place 
in  the  internal  organs.  Moreover,  many  were 
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not  labouring  under  Fever,  but  were  in  the  last 
stage  of  other  mortal  diseases.  As  an  example  * 
of  this,  may  be  mentioned  the  case  of  a  woman 
who  was  brought  into  the  Hospital  in  a  state  of 
total  insensibility,  without  the  power,  during  the 
forty-eight  hours  she  survived,  to  swallow  either 
sustenance  or  medicine.  She  was  found  to  be  the 
subject  of  extensive  sanguineous  apoplexy.  Three 
others  died  within  live  hours  after  admission  ;  six 
were  attacked  with  erysipelas ;  one  with  arach¬ 
nitis  ;  two  with  joint  affection ;  one  with  cancrum 
oris,  and  eight  with  pleurisy,  supervening  either 
on  the  termination  of  the  febrile  symptoms,  or 
during  the  convalescence.  Out  of  the  number  ex¬ 
amined  after  death  (87)  j  ulceration  of  the  ileum 
was  found  in  five,  and  in  the  stomach,  in  two. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  Continued  Fever  has 
declined,  there  has  on  the  other  hand  been  a 
great  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever ; 
the  admissions  of  Scarlet  Fever  patients  during 
the  last,  being  nearly  double  those  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  The  severity  of  this  disease  has 
increased  with  its  prevalence. 

It  was  stated  in  the  Report  for  1838,  that 
Scarlet  Fever  had  been,  during  the  whole  of  that 
year,  unusually  malignant ;  yet  the  mortality  was 
one  in  eight,  a  very  high  mortality  for  this  disease; 
but  during  the  last  year  the  mortality  has  been 
nearly  one  in  seven. 

The  number  of  domestic  servants  admitted  in 
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1839,  was  eighty-two,  of  whom  nine  died,  making 
an  average  of  one  in  nine.  In  them  the  disease 
was  precisely  of  the  same  nature  as  in  the  other 
classes  of  patients,  yet  the  mortality  in  the  former 
was  scarcely  half  as  great  as  in  the  latter,  and 
not  as  great  even  as  in  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases ; 
a  striking  illustration  of  the  advantage  attending 
an  early  transmission  of  patients  from  their  own 
dwellings  to  the  Hospital. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of 
the  Committee  to  enlarge  the  Building,  will, 
it  may  be  hoped,  obviate  in  future,  the  painful 
necessity  of  excluding  any  applicant  from  want 
of  room,  at  least,  in  seasons  when  Fever  is  not 
more  than  ordinarily  prevalent  in  the  Metropolis 
and  its  neighbourhood.  It  is  impossible  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  extraordinary  exigencies,  and  those  the 
Committee  earnestly  hope  they  may  never  wit¬ 
ness.  The  addition  which  has  been  made  to 
the  Hospital  appeared  to  them  to  be  so  much 
called  for,  that  they  determined  upon  accomplish¬ 
ing  it,  though  the  Finances  of  the  Charity  were 
hardly  in  such  a  state  as  warranted  the  under¬ 
taking.  But,  having  for  their  object,  to  render 
the  Hospital  more  effective  and  beneficial,  they 
thought  that  they  might  reasonably  calculate  upon 
receiving  encouragement  and  assistance ;  and  in 
these  expectations  they  have  not  been  altogether 
disappointed.  The  Committee  are,  however, 
compelled  to  state,  and  they  do  so  with  much 
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concern,  that  their  ordinary  Receipt  is  not  equal 
to  the  necessary  ordinary  Expenditure. 

They  would  earnestly  request  the  supporters 
of  an  Institution  of  such  acknowledged  useful¬ 
ness,  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  more  extensive  the 
benefit  which  it  confers  upon  suffering  humanity, 
the  greater  the  number  of  patients  which  it  receives 
into  its  wards,  the  greater  must  of  necessity  be 
its  expenditure.  And  they  entreat  those  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Metropolis  who  have  it  in 
their  power,  to  give  alms  out  of  their  substance  ; 
to  consider  that  they  have  an  interest  in  the 
maintenance  of  Institutions  for  the  cure  of  differ¬ 
ent  maladies ;  and  that  this  Hospital,  which  has 
been  established  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of 
Contagious  Fever,  has  no  sufficient  permanent 
Funds,  and  depends  for  its  existence  and  useful¬ 
ness  upon  voluntary  Subscriptions  and  Dona¬ 
tions. 


Account  from  the  Is/  of  January  >  to  the  31s/ 


£  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

Jan,  1,  1839.  Balance  in  the  hands  of 

the  Bankers  .  1246  9  1 

Do.  Comptroller  of  the 

House  Expenses..-..,.  15  12  0 

— - 1262  1  1 

RECEIPTS. 

One  Year’s  Dividend  on  Three  per 
Cent.  Consols,  including  that  on  90 1. 

Legacy  of  Mr.  Charles  Stevens  ....  62  14  0 

Do.  Rent  of  Cold-Bath-Fields  Estate 


to  Michaelmas .  150  0  0 

Annual  Subscriptions  paid  to  the  Col¬ 
lector,  by  Individuals . .  380  2  6 

Do.  by  Parishes  and  Unions  ......  123  18  0 


Do.  do.  for  Extra  Patients  499  16  0 
Donations  received  by  Collector  ....  292  2  0 

Legacy  of 

Miss  Cass  ,£1000  0  0 

&  Interest  35  16  2 

- £1035  16  2 

Deduct  Legacy  Duty  103  11  8 

- -  932  4  6 

Sundry  Donations  and  Subscriptions 
received  by  the  Treasurer,  Secretary, 

and  Bankers .  489  15  0 

Union  Subscriptions  received  by  Sec.  21  0  0 

Charity  Sermons  during  the  year  ....  272  8  8 

Payments  for  Domestic  Servants  of 
Non-Subscribers  and  other  Patients, 
to  the  Resident  Medical  Officer  ...»  71  8  0 

Of  Messrs.  Stewart,  for 
two  Air  Stoves,  returned  £14  10  0 

Profit  on  Insurance  ....  0  16  10 

- - -  15  6  10 

-  3310  15  6 
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Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  31st  of  Dec.  1840 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever. .  <[  *5  j- 

. .  Scarlet  Fever  . . . .  |  ^eaSleg  5  }  5 

Other  Cases  not  Fever  3}  3 

Total  -  23 

Admitted  since  of  Continued  Fever  . .  ^  Females  jog  j-  250 

Scarlet  Fever  ....{““les  38 }  55 

. .  Under  Certificates  of  C Males  11 
Fever,  but  discovered  ) 
to  be  labouring  underS 

other  diseases . (^Females  17 

Total  of  Patients  admitted  —  333 


Of  the  above  there  were 
Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever 
..  Scarlet  Fever 

. .  Other  Cases  not  Fever 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals . . 

D  ied  of  Continued  Fever  . . 

. .  Scarlet  Fever  . 

. .  Other  Cases  not  Fever  .... 


{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 

{ 


Males 

122* 

214 

Females 

92  j 

* 

Males 

14  5 

54 

Females 

40 

► 

Males 

6  ‘ 

16 

Females 

10  j 

* 

Males 

2" 

l 

Females 

4  J 

r 

•  • 

Males 

26 

L 

39 

Females 

13, 

Males 

11 

I 

Q 

Females 

1J 

r 

6 

Males 

31 

n 

Females 

6  J 

r 

* 

284 

6 


50 


Remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  31, 1841 


Patients  affected  with  Continued  Fever  p^ales 

Scarlet  Fever.  .{^easleg 
Other  Cases  not  Fever  {  pe^eales 


16 


35  6 

Total  admitted  since  the  establishment  ofl 
the  Hospital,  in  the  year  1802  •  * »  .  »*»*  /  ' 


NUMBER  OF  ADMISSIONS  AND  DEATHS,  DURING  EACH  MONTH 

Admissions.  I  Deaths. 
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From  the  preceding  Tables  it  appears  that  the 
admissions  of  patients  labouring  under  Continued 
Fever,  during  the  year  1841,  exceed  those  in  1840 
by  sixteen ;  that  the  admissions  under  Scarlet 
Fever  are  less  by  twenty-five  ;  and  that  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  Continued  Fever  has  therefore  re¬ 
mained  pretty  stationary,  while  that  of  Scarlet 
Fever  has  sensibly  decreased. 

The  same  Tables  show  that  there  was  no  very 
great  variation  in  the  number  of  admissions  in 
the  different  months.  The  smallest  number  ad¬ 
mitted  in  any  one  month  (namely,  nineteen)  was 
in  December;  the  largest  number  admitted  in 
any  month  (namely,  thirty-six)  was  in  May;  being 
a  difference  of  seventeen  :  but  an  inspection  of 
the  Tables  will  show  that  the  general  range  of  ad¬ 
missions  throughout  the  year  was  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty. 

But  while  the  fluctuation  in  the  number  of 
admissions  in  the  different  months  is  slight, 
there  is  a  striking  difference  in  the  mortality. 
The  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  month 
was  seven ;  the  smallest  was  one.  The  highest 
mortality  was  in  the  month  of  August,  when 
there  were  twenty- eight  admissions  and  seven 
deaths ;  the  mortality  in  this  month  being,  there¬ 
fore,  one  in  four.  The  two  months  in  which  the 
mortality  was  the  least,  were  March  and  May, 
there  being  in  March,  twenty-five  admissions  and 
two  deaths,  the  mortality  therefore  being  one  in 


twelve  ;  and  in  May,  thirty- six  admissions  and 
three  deaths,  also  one  in  twelve.  Throughout 
the  year  there  was  a  greater  uniformity  in  the 
proportion  of  the  deaths  in  the  several  months 
than  a  cursory  inspection  of  the  Table  would 
indicate.  Thus,  in  the  three  months  of  July,  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  December,  the  proportion  of  deaths 
was  precisely  the  same,  namely,  one  in  five  ;  in 
the  month  of  February,  it  was  one  in  six ;  in 
both  September  and  January,  it  was  one  in  seven; 
in  both  April  and  June,  it  was  one  in  nine;  in 
November,  it  was  one  in  eleven ;  while  in  both 
March  and  May,  as  has  been  just  stated,  it 
was  one  in  twelve. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in 
the  mortality  during  the  last,  compared  with  that 
during  the  preceding  year ;  the  gross  mortality 
during  the  last  year  being  one  in  seven,  while  in 
1840  it  was  nearly  one  in  five. 

The  gross  mortality  has  been  swelled,  as  it 
always  is,  by  the  great  proportion  of  deaths  that 
took  place  within  a  very  short  time  after  the 
admission  of  the  patients.  Thus,  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths,  fourteen  occurred  within  se¬ 
venty-two  hours  after  admission  ;  and  of  these, 
three  took  place  within  twenty-four,  and  eight 
within  forty- eight  hours  after  admission.  These 
persons,  when  admitted,  were  in  the  last  stage 
of  Fever ;  and  its  progress  to  a  fatal  termination 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  arrested  by  any  re- 
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medies.  Were  these  deaths  deducted,  the  mor¬ 
tality  would  be  reduced  to  about  one  in  ten. 

The  gross  mortality  has  been  further  increased 
by  the  unusual  proportion  of  persons  admitted 
under  certificates  of  Fever,  who  were  found  to 
be  labouring  under  other  diseases,  and  were  too 
ill  to  be  removed  from  the  Hospital.  It  was 
proved  by  examination  after  death  in  the  fatal 
cases,  that  these  persons  were  labouring,  not  under 
Fever,  but  under  acute  inflammation,  affecting 
chiefly  the  lungs  and  brain.  Out  of  these  cases, 
twenty-eight  in  number,  there  -were  no  less  than 
nine  deaths.  It  has  been  seen,  that  even  in 
August,  in  which  month  the  mortality  from  Fever 
was  the  highest,  the  deaths  were  only  one  in 
four ;  but,  taking  together  the  whole  of  these  in¬ 
flammatory  diseases  of  the  viscera,  the  morta¬ 
lity  -was  one  in  three. 

Of  the  thirty-nine  patients  who  died  of  Con¬ 
tinued  Fever,  thirty- three  were  examined  after 
death.  In  no  less  than  twenty-three  of  these 
there  was  manifest  disease  of  the  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  intestines  ;  in  fourteen  (nearly  one- 
half  of  the  whole  number  examined),  there  was 
ulceration )  and  in  nine  others,  the  mucous  fol¬ 
licles  and  the  Peyerian  patches  were  consider¬ 
ably  enlarged.  In  four  of  the  cases  in  which 
ulceration  existed,  disease  had  extended  to  the 
other  coats  of  the  intestine,  and  even  to  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  abdomen,  and  acute  peritonitis 


i 


15 


appeared  to  be  the  immediate  cause  of  the  fatal 
event. 

Erysipelas  occurred  as  a  complication  only  in 
three  cases ;  in  one  of  which  (the  only  one  that 
proved  mortal)  it  appeared  to  hasten,  if  it  did 
not  directly  cause,  the  fatal  event.  In  one  of 
these  cases,  the  patient,  when  convalescent  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  was  attacked  with  Erysipelas. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  there  has  been  no 
material  diminution  in  the  prevalence  of  Fever 
during  the  last  year,  yet  there  has  been  a  sensi¬ 
ble  decrease  in  its  severity.  This  is  shown  first 
by  the  much  less  frequent  appearance  of  the  pe¬ 
culiar  typhoid  eruption.  Thus,  of  nineteen  per¬ 
sons  who  were  admitted  in  January  labouring 
under  Continued  Fever,  this  rash  was  seen  in 
four ;  of  twenty-six  admitted  in  February,  it  was 
seen  in  sixteen  ;  of  eighteen  admitted  in  March, 
it  was  seen  in  seven ;  of  nineteen  admitted  in 
April,  it  was  seen  in  three  ;  of  twenty-seven  ad¬ 
mitted  in  May,  it  was  seen  in  eleven  ;  of  twenty- 
one  admitted  in  June,  it  was  seen  in  one;  of 
eighteen  admitted  in  July,  it  was  seen  in  eight ; 
of  twenty-four  admitted  in  August,  it  was  seen  in 
five  ;  of  twenty-three  admitted  in  September,  it 
was  seen  in  three ;  of  twenty-six  admitted  in 
October,  it  was  seen  in  six ;  of  sixteen  admitted 
in  November,  it  was  seen  in  one ;  and  of  thirteen 
admitted  in  December,  it  was  seen  in  three.  The 
true  petechial  eruption  was  not  visible  in  a  single 
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case.  One  or  other  of  these  eruptions  generally 
accompanies  Fever,  when  it  exists  in  its  severest 
form. 

But  the  diminished  severity  of  the  disease  is 
most  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  diminished  mor¬ 
tality,  which,  as  compared  with  that  of  1840, 
has  been  shown  to  have  decreased,  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  one  in  five  to  one  in  seven. 

Still,  however,  though  it  has  proved  less  fatal 
during  the  past  year,  the  essential  character  of 
the  disease  remains  unaltered.  It  continues  to 
present,  in  all  its  prominent  symptoms,  a  striking 
contrast  to  those  which  marked  the  acute  and 
inflammatory  disease  that  prevailed  in  this  Hos¬ 
pital  some  years  ago.  Not  a  single  case  has 
occurred,  during  the  last  year,  in  which  it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  abstract  blood  from  the  arm, 
and  even  leeching,  cupping,  and  other  local  de¬ 
pleting  remedies,  have  been  very  seldom  resorted 
to  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  in  a  very  large 
proportion  of  cases,  wine,  brandy,  and  other 
stimuli,  have  been  found  to  be  indispensable. 

It  has  been  stated,  that  of  fifty- five  persons 
labouring  under  Scarlet  Fever,  admitted  during 
the  year,  of  whom  seventeen  were  males,  and 
thirty-eight  females,  and  of  those  remaining  in  the 
Hospital  on  the  31st  of  December,  1840,  viz.,  five 
females,  fifty-four  have  been  discharged  cured, 
namely,  fourteen  males  and  forty  females,  and  four 
were  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  the  31st  De- 
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cember,  1841^  namely,  two  males  and  two  females. 
Consequently,  the  deaths  in  this  disease  have  been, 
in  regard  to  males,  one  in  fourteen  ;  in  regard  to 
females,  one  in  forty  :  the  gross  mortality  for  the 
year,  in  this  disease,  including  those  remaining 
under  treatment  on  the  30th  of  December,  1840, 
being  one  in  thirty,  or  three  and  one-third  per 
cent. 

Relapses  have  been  rather  frequent  during  the 
last  year,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  two  of  the 
patients,  when  convalescent  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
were  attacked  with  Typhus  3  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  one  when  convalescent  from  Typhus,  was 
seized  with-  Scarlet  Fever.  Two  patients,  who 
had  recovered  from  Continued  Fever,  were  seized 
with  Small-pox,  from  having  been  exposed  to  the 
contagion  of  a  small-pox  patient  who  had  been 
admitted  into  the  ward  under  a  certificate  of 
Fever. 

Two  of  the  night  nurses  were  attacked  with 
Fever  during  the  last  year  3  both,  however,  re¬ 
covered,  and  these  were  the  only  domestics  of 
the  establishment  who  have  been  seriously  ill. 

Of  the  domestic  servants  admitted  during  the 
last  year  (fifty-five  in  number),  twenty-two  were 
the  subjects  of  Continued  Fever  3  twenty-five  of 
Scarlet  Fever  3  and  eight,  of  other  diseases.  Of 
those  who  laboured  under  Continued  Fever,  one 
died  3  of  those  who  laboured  under  Scarlet  Fever, 
not  one  died  ;  and  of  those  affected  with  other 
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diseases,  three  died.  Thus,  while  the  domestic 
servants  constitute  one-sixth  of  the  whole  of  the 
admissions  during  the  year,  there  occurred  among 
this  class  of  patients  only  one  single  death  from 
Fever,  being  a  mortality  of  one  in  forty-seven ; 
a  fact  which  places  in  a  striking  point  of  view 
the  inestimable  value  of  the  Charity  to  this  class 
of  persons,  and  the  great  relief  which  must  have 
been  afforded  to  the  families  from  which  these 
patients  were  sent. 

Another  exemplification  of  the  usefulness,  not 
to  say  the  absolute  necessity  of  this  Hospital,  has 
been  afforded  within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks. 
The  Guardians  of  an  extensive  Union,  on  the 
Surrey  side  of  the  River,  thought  they  should  be 
able  to  do  without  its  assistance.  Soon  after  the 
cold  weather  set  in,  however,  numerous  applica¬ 
tions  from  the  friends  of  persons  labouring  under 
Fever  were  made  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
the  admission  of  the  sick  into  the  Workhouse, 
or  some  other  asylum  where  they  could  receive 
appropriate  nursing  and  medical  attendance.  In 
this  emergency,  some  cases  were  received  into 
the  sick- ward  of  the  Workhouse.  In  a  few  days, 
three  of  the  other  patients  in  that  ward,  toge¬ 
ther  with  one  of  the  nurses,  were  attacked  with 
Fever.  After  some  time,  four  of  the  number 
were  sent  to  this  Hospital,  two  of  whom  died 
very  soon  after  admission,  one  of  them  being 
the  nurse  of  the  Workhouse  ward. 
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It  is  impossible  to  estimate  too  highly  the 
importance  of  this  Charity,  considered  as  an 
asylum  not  merely  for  the  utterly  destitute, 
when  Fever  breaks  out  in  their  close,  damp, 
and  filthy  hovels ;  but  also  for  the  domestics  of 
the  higher  classes,  who,  when  attacked  with  Fever 
(and  this,  as  the  preceding  statements  show,  not 
unfrequently  happens),  introduce  disease  into 
families,  and  place  them  in  danger,  often  real 
and  imminent,  and  always  appalling  to  the  ima¬ 
gination. 
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Account  from  the  ls£  of  January,  to  the  3\st 


£  $'  d.  £  s,  d, 

Jan.t,  1841.  Balance  in  the  hands  of 

the  Bankers  ......  257  11  4 

Do.  Comptroller  of  the 

House  Expenses....  11  14  0 

- - 209  5  4 


RECEIPTS. 

One  Year’s  Dividend  on  3244?.  18s.  Id., 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols .  9 7  6  10 

One  Year’s  Dividend  on  461/.  16s.  3d., 

Three  per  Cent,  reduced  Annuities  13  17  0 

One  Year’s  Rent  of  Cold-Bath-Fields 


Estate  to  Michaelmas . 150  0  0 

Legacy  of  Mrs. 

Ann  Lampson  . .  <£200  0  0 

Deduct  Legacy  Duty  ..  20  0  0 

-  180  0  0 

Legacy  of  Miss  Parish  .  19  19  0 

Donation  of  the  Marquis  of  West¬ 
minster  . 100  0  0 

Donation  of  Mrs.  Groome,  per  C. 

Finch,  Esq . 100  0  0 

Donations  and  Subscriptions  received 

by  the  Secretary  . .  88  1  0 

Subscriptions  of  Parishes  and  Unions, 
and  for  Parish  Patients,  received  by 

the  Secretary . 1^4  6  0 

Subscriptions  and  Donations  received 
by  the  Collector  . . 454  6  0 


Payments  for  Domestic  Servants  of 

Non-Subscribers  and  other  Patients, 

received  by  Resident  Medical  Officer  33  12  0 

;  —  1411  7  10 


C} 


£  1680  13 


THE 


FORTY- SECOND  REPORT 


OF  THE 


LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31.  DECEMBER, 


1843. 


B 
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Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  the  31s/  Dec.  1842:- 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever. .  p^CaS|es  jg  j- 

/  Males  3  1  3 

*  ’  \  Females  0 


58 


Scarlet  Fever 


} 

} 


Admitted  during  the  year  1843,  la- /Males  801 
bouring  under  Continued  Fever. .  \  Females  584 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ■[  “^3  24  }  4  ^ 

..  Under  Certificates  ^Males  17 

of  Fever,  but  l 


found  to  be<v 
labouring  under  | 
other  diseases..  ^Females  17' 
Total  admitted  ... 


61 


34 


Total  under  treatment 


1462 


1523 


Of  the  above  there  were : — 

Dismissed  cured  of  Continued  Fever  ^  plates  474  | 

Scarlet  Fever  ..{£e,  22}  40 

..  Other  Cases,  not  Fever l^eas,ea  *“}  17 

Total  number  dismissed  cured  - 1224 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals  . j  FcnSes  4  }  ’ '  8 

Died  of  Continued  Fever . {pennies  *82  1  182 

• '  Scarlet  Fever  . {  Feirufle  1 }  5 

. .  Other  Cases,  not  Fever  . . . .  p^,^Sjeg  g  8 

Total  deaths .  . .  195 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  31,  1843: — 


Patients  affected  with  Continued  /  Males 
Fever  . /Females 


Scarlet  Fever 


Other  Cases,  not  Fever  ^ 


/  Males 
\  Female 
Male 
Females 


47 

4 


!} 

n 


94 


96 


Total  remaining .  1523 

Total  admitted  since  the  establishment  of  the  Hos¬ 
pital  in  1802  . 


NUMBER  OF  ADMISSIONS  AND  DEATHS,  DURING  EACH  MONTH. 

Admissions.  Deaths. 

f  Continued . 42^  f Continued  . 
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From  the  preceding  Table  it  appears  that  fever 
has  been  unusually  prevalent  in  the  Metropolis 
during  the  past  year  ;  the  admissions  exceeding 
those  even  of  the  year  1838  (1044)  by  418.  But 
this  increase  of  admissions,  large  as  it  is,  does 
not  show  the  full  extent  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
epidemic ;  because,  notwithstanding  the  recent 
enlargement  of  the  Hospital,  many  applicants 
could  not  be  admitted  for  want  of  room.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  particularly  in  the 
months  of  February  and  March,  as  well  as  in 
the  latter  months,  namely,  in  November  and 
December,  the  number  of  persons  who  applied 
for  admission  daily,  but  who  could  not  be  re¬ 
ceived,  was  very  great. 

The  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  during  the 
months  of  January,  June,  July,  August,  and 
September,  as  indicated  by  the  number  of  ad¬ 
missions,  was  pretty  uniform,  the  average  for 
these  months  being  83 ;  but  in  the  months  of 
February,  April,  May,  October,  November,  and 
December,  the  monthly  average  was  upwards  of 
128;  while  in  March  the  admissions  were  179, 
exceeding  by  30  those  in  any  other  month. 

The  progress  of  the  epidemic  during  the  last 
year  affords  a  striking  exemplification  of  the 
tendency  of  this  disease  to  change  its  accus¬ 
tomed  seats.  It  is  notorious,  indeed,  that  there 
are  districts  from  which  fever  is  never  absent; 
but  in  general,  after  having  ravaged  certain  dis¬ 
tricts  for  a  time,  it  quits  these  to  devastate  other 
and  perhaps  distant  localities.  Thus,  in  some 
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seasons  its  prevalence  as  an  epidemic  is  almost 
entirely  confined  to  the  eastern  or  the  southern 
district,  the  other  districts  being  comparatively 
free ;  but  during  the  last  year  very  few  cases 
have  occurred  in  the  eastern  district,  while  it 
has  raged  in  the  central,  the  northern,  and  the 
southern  districts,  the  great  majority  of  the  cases 
having  been  sent  to  the  Hospital  from  the 
parishes  of  St.  Giles’s-in-the-Fields,  St.  Pan- 
eras,  the  City  of  London,  the  Strand,  and  the 
Lambeth  Unions,  and  St.  Saviour’s,  Southwark. 
In  some  of  these  localities,  in  which  fever  had 
been  comparatively  infrequent  during  several 
preceding  seasons,  instances  occurred  in  which 
from  seven  to  ten  individuals  in  one  family  were 
attacked,  and  others  in  which  not  a  single  in¬ 
mate  of  a  house  escaped  :  facts  which  show  that 
while  such  localities  are  allowed  to  remain  in 
their  present  undrained,  close,  and  filthy  con¬ 
dition,  their  inhabitants  are  never  for  a  moment 
safe,  whatever  immunity  they  may  occasionally 
and  temporarily  experience  from  the  visitation 
of  this  scourge. 

The  early  and  extreme  depression  of  the  vital 
powers  which  has  continued  to  characterize  all 
the  severer  cases,  and  the  frequent  appearance 
of  the  peculiar  typhoid  rash,  which,  for  several 
months  together,  has  been  absent  in  scarcely  a 
single  instance,  afford  sufficient  evidence  that 
the  type  of  the  fever  remains  essentially  the 
same  as  that  which  has  been  described  in  many 
preceding  reports  ;  but  during  the  past  year  the 
epidemic  has  exhibited  certain  modifications,  and 
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has  been  accompanied  by  some  new  circum¬ 
stances  of  an  interesting  nature. 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  varied  in  different 
months  much  more  than  is  usual,  in  the  degree 
of  its  severity.  For  a  certain  time,  in  a  large 
proportion  of  cases,  the  most  formidable  and 
fatal  symptoms  ever  witnessed  in  the  disease 
have  been  present :  then  this  alarming  combina¬ 
tion  has  suddenly  ceased,  and  the  majority  of 
the  cases  have  become  extremely  mild, — indicat¬ 
ed  not  only  by  the  smaller  proportion  of  deaths, 
hut  by  the  rapidity  of  the  recovery  ;  for  where¬ 
as  in  common  years  the  average  duration  of  a 
patient’s  residence  in  the  Hospital  may  be  about 
thirty  days,  for  weeks  together  during  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  the  majority  of  the  patients  have  been 
dismissed  cured  in  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  days. 

In  the  second  place,  the  present  epidemic  has 
afforded  striking  and  extensive  evidence  of  the 
close  connection  between  fever  and  destitution. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  subjects  of  fever  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Hospital  during  the  past  year  were 
agricultural  labourers  and  provincial  mechanics, 
who  had  been  induced  to  leave  their  native  coun¬ 
ties  in  search  of  work,  and  who,  either  on  their 
road  to  the  Metropolis  or  soon  after  their  arrival 
in  it,  were  seized  with  the  disease.  The  causes 
assigned  for  their  illness  by  these  poor  creatures 
themselves  were  various,  some  stating  that  it  was 
owing  to  sleeping  by  the  sides  of  hedges,  others 
to  want  of  clothing,  many  being  without  stock¬ 
ings,  shirts,  shoes,  or  any  apparel  capable  of  de¬ 
fending  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather; 
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while  others,  and  these  constituted  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  number,  attributed  it  to  want 
of  food,  being  driven  by  their  intense  hunger  to 
eat  raw  vegetables,  turnips,  and  even  rotten  ap¬ 
ples  ,  and  certainly  their  appearance  in  many 
instances  fully  corroborated  the  truth  of  their 
representations. 

A  third  peculiarity,  very  novel  in  its  character, 
was  an  inordinate  desire  for  food,  which  could 
scarcely  be  connected  with  a  preceding  state  of 
destitution,  at  least  as  the  sole  cause  5  this  de¬ 
sire,  so  very  unusual  in  fever,  being  all  but  uni¬ 
versal.  In  some  instances  it  was  so  uncontrol¬ 
lable,  that  no  representation  of  the  danger  of 
indulgence  produced  the  slightest  effect  in  paci¬ 
fying  the  minds  of  the  patients,  but  many  in¬ 
sisted  on  leaving  the  Hospital  long  before  their 
convalescence  was  sufficiently  advanced,  declar¬ 
ing  that  they  preferred  running  all  risks  to  en¬ 
during  their  constant  sense  of  starvation.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  these  were  brought  back  to  the  Hospital 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  having  relapsed 
into  a  hopeless  state  of  fever. 

Further,  the  tendency  to  relapse  was  so  great, 
that  in  some  months,  particularly  in  the  latter 
months  of  the  year,  there  were  few  cases  in  which 
a  relapse  did  not  occur,  and  no  inconsiderable 
number  of  the  patients  relapsed  two  and  even  three 
times.  These  relapses  bore  no  proportion  to  the  se¬ 
verity  of  the  past  attack,  many  of  the  mildest  cases 
relapsing,  and  the  relapse  was  invariably  worse 
than  the  primary  affection.  Though  many  who 
relapsed  recovered,  yet  a  large  proportion  died. 
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It  may  be  stated,  as  one  evidence  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  prostration  incident  to  the  prevailing  type 
of  fever,  that  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  ven¬ 
ture  on  the  general  abstraction  of  blood  in  a 
single  case  during  the  whole  year,  and  that  even 
topical  bleeding  by  cupping  and  leeches  was  re¬ 
sorted  to  only  in  a  few  instances  with  doubtful 
advantage  ;  while  it  appeared  necessary  to  admi¬ 
nister  wine,  brandy,  ammonia,  and  other  stimu¬ 
lants  freely,  the  monthly  consumption  having  been 
pretty  uniform  throughout  the  year,  of  wine,  about 
1800  ounces  ;  and  of  brandy,  about  60  ounces. 

In  a  season  during  which  every  bed  in  the  wards 
of  the  Hospital  has  been  constantly  occupied,  it 
is  fortunate  that  the  severer  complications  which 
sometimes  accompany  fever,  such  as  swelling,  in¬ 
flammation,  and  suppuration  of  the  glands,  abscess, 
sloughing,  and  erysipelas,  have  been  of  rare  oc¬ 
currence.  Out  of  the  whole  number  of  persons 
affected  with  continued  fever,  only  1 1  have  been 
attacked  with  erysipelas;  though  one  patient  was 
admitted  while  labouring  under  this  complication, 
and  two  persons  were  very  improperly  sent  to 
the  Hospital  while  suffering  under  the  idiopathic 
form  of  this  disease.  Out  of  the  1 1  patients  at¬ 
tacked  with  erysipelas  4  died,  in  3  of  whom  the 
erysipelas  was  the  cause  of  the  fatal  event. 

The  mortality  in  the  different  months  wras  ex¬ 
tremely  variable,  ranging  for  the  space  of  eight 
months  from  a  little  more  than  1  in  5  or  about 
20  per  cent.  (February)  to  a  little  more  than  1  in 
8|,or  about  12  per  cent.  (June) ;  while  in  Decem¬ 
ber  it  decreased  to  1  in  9,  about  1 1  per  cent. ;  in 
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October  to  1  in  10;  in  November  it  fell  to  1  in 
16,  little  more  than  6  per  cent.,  and  in  December 
it  was  only  1  in  37,  not  quite  3  per  cent.  The 
mortality  was  greatest  among  the  females,  in 
whom  it  was  1  in  5J-,  or  about  22  per  cent.;  while 
in  the  males  it  was  1  in  7*  or  a  little  more  than 
15  per  cent.  The  gross  mortality  was  1  in6f,  or 
about  15|  per  cent ;  the  general  mortality  of  the 
Hospital,  taking  an  average  of  10  years,  being  1 
in  7- 

But  this  high  rate  of  mortality  is  always  in  part 
occasioned  by  the  number  of  persons  who  are 
sent  to  the  Hospital  either  in  a  dying  state,  or  at 
so  advanced  a  period  of  the  disease  as  to  be  be¬ 
yond  the  influence  of  curative  measures.  Thus, 
during  the  past  year,  of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  from  continued  fever  there  occurred, — 
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So  that  of  the  total  number  who  died  of  con¬ 
tinued  fever  (182)  only  83  lived  one  week  after 
admission. 

From  a  post-mortem  examination  of  134  of 
the  fatal  cases,  it  appeared  that  the  chief  organs 
in  which  structural  changes  had  taken  place, 
were  the  intestines  and  the  brain  ;  manifest  and 
extensive  disease  having  been  observed,  in  the  in¬ 
testines,  in  44  cases;  and  in  the  brain,  in  12  cases. 
The  prevalence  of  disease  in  the  former  organs  was 
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confined  almost  entirely  to  the  autumnal  months, 
very  few  affections  of  the  intestines  having  been 
observed  before  September,  or  after  November. 

The  number  of  admissions  under  scarlet  fever, 
during  the  past  year,  was  19  less  than  in  1842; 
but  the  mortality  was  considerably  greater,  being 
in  males  1  in  4J,  or  22^  per  cent. ;  and  in  fe¬ 
males  1  in  22;  the  gross  mortality  being  1  in  8  = 
It  is  remarkable  that  of  the  total  number  of  do¬ 
mestic  servants  admitted  during  the  year,  namely 
35,  20  were  affected  with  scarlet  fever ;  13  with 
continued  fever,  and  2  with  other  diseases  ;  and 
that  of  the  13  admitted  under  continued  fever, 
only  1  died,  while  among  the  20  affected  with 
scarlet  fever,  there  was  not  a  single  death  :  relaps¬ 
es,  also,  among  this  class  of  patients  were  very  rare. 
These  facts  contrast  strongly  with  the  high  rate  of 
mortality  and  the  frequency  of  relapses  among  the 
destitute,  and  show  in  a  striking  manner  the  con¬ 
servative  influence  of  the  superior  physical  con¬ 
dition  which  is  in  general  enjoyed  by  domestic  ser¬ 
vants,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  other  classes 
of  persons  commonly  received  into  this  Hospital. 

The  servants  of  the  Institution,  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  arduous  and  painful  duties,  have 
suffered  during  the  past  year  in  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  degree,  no  less  than  29  having  been  attacked, 
many  of  them  with  the  severest  forms  of  fever  ; 
namely,  21  nurses,  3  barbers,  1  kitchen-maid,  1 
house-maid,  1  cook,  and  1  laundry-maid.  A  la¬ 
mentable  circumstance  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  illness  of  one  of  the  barbers.  This  man’s 
wife  insisted  on  his  remaining  at  home  during  his 
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illness ;  lie  recovered,  but  in  a  short  time  his 
wife  herself  was  attacked,  being  for  some  days  in 
great  danger  :  a  few  days  after  her  seizure,  her 
niece  who  lived  with  her  fell  sick  and  died  ;  and 
in  less  than  a  fortnight,  every  inmate  of  the  house 
had  become  affected  with  fever,  and  the  whole  were 
received  into  the  Hospital,  making  in  all  10  per¬ 
sons  from  this  house,  2  of  whom  died. 

The  Committee  cannot  but  regard  the  facts 
stated  in  this  Report  as  placing  in  a  striking 
point  of  view  the  importance  of  the  service  ren¬ 
dered  to  the  public  by  this  Institution.  Many 
persons  who  were  utterly  destitute  have  received 
within  its  walls  all  the  succour  they  needed 
when  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of  perishing, 
and  when  there  was  no  other  Asylum  open  to 
them.  Many  domestic  servants  have  been  re¬ 
moved  from  the  midst  of  families  in  which  their 
illness  excited  just  alarm,  and  have  found  here 
more  appropriate  and  effectual  aid  than  they  could 
have  obtained  in  any  private  residence.  1224  per¬ 
sons  have  been  cured  of  a  pestilential  malady,  and 
have  been  restored  to  the  bosoms  of  their  families 
in  health.  The  extraordinary  demand  which  has 
necessarily  been  made  during  the  past  year  on  the 
limited  funds  of  the  Hospital  has  very  much 
exhausted  its  resources,  but  the  Committee  feel 
assured  that  the  public  will  not  withhold  adequate 
support  from  an  Institution  which  is  admitted  to 
be  distinguished  among  the  Charities  of  the  Me¬ 
tropolis  alike  for  the  extensive  and  unmixed  good 
which  it  effects,  and  for  the  very  moderate  cost 
at  which  it  accomplishes  its  benevolent  objects. 
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The  removal  of  this  Institution,  during  the 
year  1849,  to  its  new  and  more  commodious 
Hospital,  has  been  distinguished  by  two  circum¬ 
stances,  namely,  that  the  change  has  taken  place 
during  a  year  in  which  there  has  prevailed,  over 
the  whole  country,  one  of  the  severest  epidemics 
that  has  occurred  in  modern  times,  and  that  the 
number  of  patients  which  it  has  received  has  not 
equalled  one-half  of  the  admissions  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  In  the  year  1848,  the  total  admis¬ 
sions  were  1335  ;  in  the  past  year  (1849),  they 
were  653;  while,  even  in  1848,  they  were  fewer 
than  in  1847.  There  has  been,  indeed,  a  succes¬ 
sive  diminution  in  the  number  of  admissions 
since  1843,  when  a  greater  number  of  patients 
appear  to  have  been  received  than  in  any  previous 
year  since  the  establishment  of  the  Institution ; 
the  admissions  during  that  year  having  amounted 
to  1462. 

Though  fever,  like  other  epidemic  diseases, 
is  liable  to  great  fluctuations  as  to  prevalence, 
yet  so  remarkable  a  diminution  as  that  from 
1335  to  658  is  not  usual;  and  it  is  probable 
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that  the  prevalence  of  fever  during,  the  past  year, 
has  been  influenced  by  that  of  the  predominant 
epidemic, — cholera  having,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose,  in  numerous  instances,  taken  the  place 
of  fever ;  the  classes  from  which  it  numbers  its 
chief  victims  having  been  those  among  which 
cholera  has  principally  raged,  and  proved  the 
most  fatal. 

The  admissions  in  the  several  months  of  the 
past  year  were  more  uniform  than  is  commonly 
observed,  varying  from  43,  the  lowest,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  to  83,  the  highest,  in  January ;  while  in 
February,  March,  June,  July,  September,  and 
October,  they  were  pretty  equal.  December 
only  forms  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  when 
the  admissions  were  no  more  than  19.  The 
average  number  of  patients  received  each  month 
was  54. 

In  the  Report  published  last  year,  a  distinction 
was  drawn  between  true  typhus,  characterised 
by  a  rash  of  a  dusky  pink  colour,  and  typhoid 
fever  (with  disease  of  the  agminated  glands  of 
the  small  intestines),  marked  by  an  eruption  of 
distinct  circular  spots,  few  in  number,  and  found 
chiefly  on  the  trunk.  As  there  is  considerable 
difference  in  the  symptoms,  progress,  and  mor¬ 
tality  of  these  two  forms  of  fever,  it  may  be  useful 
for  practical  purposes  to  continue  the  distinction. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  diminu¬ 
tion  in  the  general  prevalence  of  fever  appears 
to  have  taken  place  chiefly  by  the  decrease  in 
the  number  of  the  cases  of  true  typhus.  In 
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1848,  the  number  of  cases  of  typhus  was  542; 
in  1849,  it  was  only  160  ;  but  with  this  remark¬ 
able  diminution  of  typhus,  typhoid  fever  has  far 
more  than  maintained  its  proportionate  numbers, 
being,  in  1848,  1 77  j  and  in  1849,  with  less  than 
one-half  of  the  total  admissions,  amounting  to 
107.  The  true  typhus  is  the  disease  which  preys 
on  the  Irish  pauper;  and  in  1848  there  was  a 
great  influx  of  these  miserable  patients  into  the 
Hospital.  In  1849,  they  perished  in  the  metro¬ 
polis  chiefly  by  cholera. 

Typhus  has  prevailed  principally  in  the  months 
of  January  (when  the  cases  were  24),  February 
(48),  March  (22),  April  (15),  May  (16),  and 
October  (23).  The  months  in  which  the  small¬ 
est  numbers  were  admitted,  under  this  form  of 
fever,  were  November,  when  4,  and  December, 
when  only  l  was  received.  July,  August,  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  November,  were  the  months  during 
which  the  typhoid  cases  were  the  most  prevalent, 
the  distribution  being  pretty  uniform  in  the  other 
months. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  somewhat  less  prevalent 
during  the  past  year  than  in  1848,  the  admissions 
under  this  disease  being  74  in  1848,  and  64  in 

1849.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  these  cases 
occurred  in  the  winter  and  spring  months. 

Of  the  160  cases  of  typhus,  36  proved  fatal, 
the  mortality  being  at  the  rate  of  22*41  per  cent. 
Out  of  10/  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  the  deaths 
were  25,  being  at  the  rate  of  23*36  per  cent. ; 
indicating  a  much  less  difference  in  the  relative 
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mortality  of  these  two  forms  of  disease  than  in 

1848,  when,  out  of  542  examples  of  true  typhus, 
the  deaths  were  43,  while  of  the  1/7  patients 
with  typhoid  fever,  as  many  as  25  died.  Of  the 
64  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  only  4  proved  fatal, 
being  a  mortality  of  6*25  per  cenc.,  or  one-third 
less  than  the  mortality  from  this  form  of  fever  in 
the  preceding  year. 

The  total  mortality  from  all  the  cases  of  dis¬ 
ease  received  into  the  Hospital  during  the  year 

1849,  was  nearly  15  per  cent.  (14*84). 

No  fewer  than  62  of  these  cases  proved  fatal 
within  one  week  after  admission. 
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A  post-mortem  examination  was  made  in  61 
of  the  fatal  cases.  Of  the  patients  dying  from 
typhus,  22  were  inspected  after  death,  and  the 
following  were  the  morbid  appearances  that  were 
observed,  namely  :  bronchitis  in  2  cases  ;  pneu¬ 
monia  in  7;  congestion  of  the  brain  in  2  ;  menin¬ 
geal  apoplexy  in  1  ;  erysipelas  in  1  ;  and  disease 
of  the  heart  ini. 
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Of  the  patients  that  died  from  typhoid  fever, 
1 7  were  examined,  in  the  whole  of  which  num¬ 
ber  ulceration  of  the  intestines  was  present ;  this 
being  the  anatomical  character  of  this  form  of 
disease,  and  the  existence  of  this  state  of  the 
intestines  was  detected  during  life  in  each  in¬ 
stance.  The  ulceration  went  on  to  perforation, 
and  was  complicated  with  peritonitis  in  5  in¬ 
stances  ;  with  pneumonia  in  4  ;  pneumonia 
going  on  to  gangrene  of  the  lung,  in  2  ;  laryn¬ 
gitis  in  1  ;  and  erysipelas  in  3. 

Relapse,  or  the  recurrence  of  fever  after  con¬ 
valescence  had  been  established,  took  place  in 
52  cases. 

Besides  the  patients  attacked  with  idiopathic 
or  primary  and  true  fever,  others  were  admitted 
under  certificate  of  fever,  but  the  subjects  of  vari¬ 
ous  forms  of  disease,  in  which  a  greater  or  less 
degree  of  febrile  affection  was  present.  Among 
these  may  be  enumerated  febricula,  Jb  cases  ; 
ague,  6 ;  erysipelas  6  ;  measles,  2  ;  rheumatism, 
3 ;  roseola,  1  ;  local  inflammation  1  ;  abscess  1  ; 
collapse,  2 ;  debility,  chiefly  the  result  of  some 
previous  acute  disease,  8.  It  is  remarkable  that, 
with  so  great  a  prevalence  of  cholera  and  diar¬ 
rhoea  in  every  part  of  the  metropolis,  during  the 
epidemic  season,  only  3  patients  were  admitted 
labouring  under  the  former,  and  no  more  than  7 
under  the  latter  disease. 

During  the  past  year  67  domestic  servants  were 
admitted  from  private  families;  the  Hospital 
thus  affording  relief  not  only  to  the  individuals 
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attacked^  but  to  every  family  in  which  the  dis¬ 
ease  broke  out.  Of  the  domestic  servants,  only 
9  died ;  being  a  mortality  not  much  more  than 
one  half  of  that  of  the  other  classes  of  patients. 

Since  their  removal  to  the  new  Hospital,  none 
of  the  official  inmates  have  been  attacked  with 
any  form  of  fever ;  and  from  the  more  spacious 
wards,  and  more  complete  ventilation,  and  the 
important  fact  that  the  portion  of  the  building 
appropriated  to  the  officers  is  now  completely 
detached,  a  hope  may  be  reasonably  entertained 
that  these  essential  members  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  will  enjoy  a  greater  immunity  from  illness 
than  they  have  heretofore  experienced. 

From  the  appropriation  of  distinct  wards  for 
patients  labouring,  not  under  primary  fever,  but 
some  other  acute  disease,  and  from  the  excellent 
wards  now  provided  for  convalescents,  these 
large  classes  of  the  sick  will  hereafter  receive 
all  the  accommodation  of  which  they  stand  in 
need. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state,  that  no 
applicant  at  this  Hospital  has  been  refused  ad¬ 
mission  for  want  of  room  during  the  past  year  ; 
nor,  with  the  additional  room  now  provided,  is 
this  painful  circumstance  very  likely  again  to 
recur.  But  the  very  success  of  the  efforts  which 
have  been  made  to  afford  this  additional  accom¬ 
modation  for  those  who,  in  the  time  of  their 
affliction,  so  urgently  need  it,  has  involved  the 
Institution  in  increased  expense,  which  cannot 
be  sustained  without  corresponding  aid  on  the 
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part  of  the  public.  Considering,  however,  the 
extent  to  which  this  Institution  arrests  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  one  of  the  most  mortal  diseases,  and 
affords  relief  to  the  destitute,  under,  perhaps, 
the  most  painful  circumstances  in  which  the 
destitute  can  be  placed,  and  the  comparatively 
small  cost  at  which  this  amount  of  good  is 
effected,  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  an  Appeal 
to  the  public  for  its  support  cannot  be  made  in 


vam. 


il 


***  Such  benevolent  persons  as  may  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  contribute  to  this  charity  are  requested 
to  intimate  their  intention  to  the  secretary,  and 
they  will  be  waited  on  by  the  collector ;  or,  if 
they  pay  in  person,  they  will  please  to  leave  their 
Christian  names  and  places  of  abode  at  the  time 
of  payment.  Any  errors  in  the  list  of  subscribers 
will  be  corrected,  on  notice  being  given  to  the 
secretary. 


The  following  form  is  recommended  to  those 
who  may  be  disposed  to  become  benefactors  by 
will : 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer ,  for  the 
time  being ,  of  the  London  Fever  Hospital ,  esta¬ 
blished  in  1802,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Institution,  the  sum  of  pounds , 

to  be  paid  out  of  such  part  of  my  personal  estate 
as  shall  not  consist  of  an  interest  in  Land.  The 
Receipt  of  such  Treasurer  to  be  a  sufficient 
discharge. 
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Account  from  the  1  st  of  January,  to  the  3J^ 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


1849,  Jan.  1.  Balance  at  the  Bankers  439  1  1 

Ditto  Resident  Medical 

Officer  .  14  9  0 

453  10  1 

RECEIPTS. 


Dividends  on  2864/.  5s.  2 d.  Three  per 

Cent.  Consols .  41  14  3 

One  Year’s  Rent  of  Cold-Bath-Fields 
Estate  to  Michaelmas,  received  by 

the  Secretary  .  150  0  0 

Donations  and  Subscriptions  received 

by  the  Secretary  .  122  15  0 

Donation  from  The  Earl  of  Eldon  ....  100  0  0 

Subscriptions  of  Unions  and  Parishes, 
and  for  Parish  Patients,  received  by 

the  Secretary .  748  13  0 

Subscriptions  and  Donations 

received  by  late  Collector  256  15  0 

The  like  by  present  Collector  39  13  0 

-  296  8  0 

Payments  for  Domestic  Servants  of 
non-Subscribers  and  other  patients 
received  by  the  Resident  Medical 

Officer  .  91  7  0 

-  1550  17  3 

Of  the  Executors  of  the  late  Mr. Broughton,  amount 

of  Legacy  bequeathed  by  Testator. ........... .  750  0  0 

£ 2754  7  4 


Examined  with  the 


Vouchers,  and  found  correct 
E.  Scobell, 


T.  W.  Jones,  * 
J.  A.  Bostock. 


„  Auditors. 


J3 


of  December ,  1849,  both  days  inclusive . 


PAYMENTS.  £  s.  d. 

House  Expenses  paid  by  the  House  Steward,  viz. : — 

Servants’  Wages  .  335  18  10 

Ditto  Diet  .  230  2  10 

Patients’  Diet .  294  10  5\ 

Tradesmen's  Bills  for  House¬ 
keeping,  Rates,  Assurance, 

Repairs,  &c .  253  4  1§ 

Matron’s  Salary .  52  10  0 

-  1166  6  S 

Tradesmen’s  Bills  paid  by  Secretary,  viz. : — 

For  Soap,  &c. . .  38  9  1 

Beer  . . . 30  11  0 

Wine  and  Spirits . . . . 43  13  9 

Clothing  .  41  19  3 

Coals  .  104  6  0 

Committee-rooms .  8  14  0 

Repairing  Water-bed,  &c...  4  13  6 

— -  272  6  7 


Gratuities  to  Physicians,  Salaries  and  Gratuity 

to  Resident  Medical  Officer  and  Secretary  ....  438  13  0 

Secretary’s  Disbursements .  21  16  5 

Mr.  Hailes,  Collector,  Poundage  for  1848  .  22  3  9 

£1921  6  0 


Premium  at  Westminster  Firo  Office,  on  seven 

years’  Insurance  .  24  15  0 

To  paid  for  £810  J6s.  3d.  Stock,  £3  per  cent. 

Consols  (which,  being  added  to  Stock  already 
standing  in  that  Fund,  increased  the  same  to 

£3675  Is.  5 d.) .  750  0  0 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Bankers  .  58  6  4 


£2754  7  4 


Stock  belonging  to  the  Hospital,  January  1,  1850,  viz. : 
36751.  Is.  5d„  Three  per  Cent.  Consols ; 
and  561/.  16s.  3d.f  Three  per  Cent.  Re- 
duced  Annuities. 


A  STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNT, 


Showing  the  Monies  Received  and  Expended  b\j  the 
President  and  Trustees,  in  the  Erection  of  the 

NEW  LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 


The  sum  originally  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  to  the  President 
and  Trustees  of  the  Hospital,  for  the  old  Hospital,  was 
^620,000,  and  501000  to  cover  the  expenses  of  opposing 
and  watching  the  several  Bills  brought  into  Parliament, 
and  occasioned  by  the  change  of  site,  &c.  The  Railway 
Company  were  also  to  purchase  a  new  site,  of  not  less 
than  an  acre  and  a  half.  This  arrangement  was  sub¬ 
sequently  altered,  by  a  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Hospital,  of  10th  May,  1847,  by  which  it  was 
agreed  that  the  present  site,  containing  three  acres, 
should  be  purchased  by  the  Company  for  507500,  of 
whi.h  amount  502500  should  be  deducted  out  of  the 
5020,000  compensation,  leaving  a  balance  of  5017,500 
for  building  and  other  purposes,  as  provided  by  the 
Railway  Act. 

The  following  Statement  shows  the  Outlay : — 

Cash  received  for  Expenses,  and  In-  £  a.  d.  £  s.  d. 

lerest  .  1063  7  0 

Solicitor’s  Bill,  for  opposing  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  several  Bills  brought  into 
Parliament  in  the  years  i844,  1845, 
and  1846,  and  for  conveyance  of  the 
New  Site  and  the  deeds  and  convey¬ 
ances  on  the  appointment  of  new 
Trustees,  as  arranged  and  settled  by 
the  Committee,  30th  July,  1847  ... .  600  0  0 

Hospital  Surveyor,  for  his  attendance 
to  give  evidence  before  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  House  of  Commons  ....  24  4  0 


Carried  over  624  4  0 
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£  s-  d.  £  s.  cl. 

Brought  over  6  4  4  0 

Solicitor’s  Bill,  for  business  done  in 
Parliament  in  the  years  1847,  1848, 
and  1849,  and  for  Builders’  Con¬ 
tracts  and  sundry  other  matters,  by 
order  of  the  Trustees,  up  to  the  final 

completion  of  the  Building .  260  0  0 

-  884  4  0 


Balance  carried  to  the  General  Account  below  . .  £\79  3  0 


RECEIPTS.  £  s.  d. 

Received  from  the  Railway  Company,  for  com¬ 
pensation,  as  above  stated  .  17,500  0  0 

Laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  ^1 7,200,  Exchequer 
Bills .  17,453  13  8 


46  6  4 

Balance  on  the  Expense  Account,  brought  down  179  3  0 

Cash,  Interest,  and  Premium,  received  on  the 
re-sale  of  the  Exchequer  Bills,  as  the  money 

was  from  time  to  time  required .  18,696  13  8 

Total  monies  received  by  the  President  an  1 - - - 

Trustees,  for  building  and  fitting  up..  ..  £1^,922  3  0 


EXPENDITURE. 


Competing  Architects  and  Hospital  Surveyor  — 

Mr.  Mocatta .  ^  00  0  0 

Mr.  Railton .  52  10  0 

Mr.  Fourdrinier  .  50  0  0 


£  s.  d. 


302  10  0 


Expenses  on  the  site,  preparatory  to  building  — 

Messrs.  King,  Draining .  40  16  0 

Messrs.  Cubitt,  for  Well .  31  14  4 

-  72  10  4 

Building  — 

Messrs.  Piper’s  Tender,  accepted  11,980  0  0 

Stone  Ashler  to  front,  ordered 
afterwards  in  lieu  of  cement. . .  304  0  0 

Increasing  the  space  under  the 

floors  of  wards .  28  0  0 

Total  amount  of  Contract  . .  -  12,312  0  0 


Carried  over  12,687  0  4 
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£  s.  d. 
Brought  over  12,687  0  4 


Extras,  beyond  Provisions  in  Contract — 


On  Foundations  (See  Summary )  62  7  8 

Extra  thickness  of  Ashler .  34  0  0 

Sundry  Works,  Bill  No.  2 .  5  10  10 

Drains,  Bill  No.  2  .  7  9  10 

Sundry  Works,  Bill  No.  3  .  20  5  4 

Drains,  Bill  No.  3  . 6  15  0 

Sundry  Works,  Bill  No.  4 .  7  13  5 

Drains,  Bill  No.  4  .  5  8  5 

Sundry 'Bills,  Bill  No.  4 .  7  12  0 

Sundry  Works,  Bill  No.  5 .  4  17  7 


Additional  WorJcs  ordered  during  the  Building, 
including  Alterations  in  Engine-house,  viz. : 

Coal-cellar  .  65  0  0 

Plastering  of  Wards  .  62  0  0 

Deal,  in  lieu  of  iron,  Sashes  ....  22  5  0 

Floor  over  Mattras-room  .  15  5  0 

Coal-cellar,  Bill  No.  2 .  9  12  8 

Engine-house,  Bill  No.  2  .  63  9  5 

Acute  Wards,  Bill  No.  2  .  47  11  11 

Engine-house,  Bill  No.  3  48  19  9 

Coal-cellar,  Bill  No.  3  .  0  12  1 

Painting  (Keen’s  Cement),  Bill 

No.  4 .  12  14  7 

Machinery,  Bill  No.  4 .  14  13  7 

Engine-house.  Bill  No.  5  .  10  19  1 

Machinery,  Bill  No.  5  2  0  10 


Lodges  and  Boundary  Walls — 

East  Boundary  Wall  [Red.)  ....  85  0  0 
Eastern  Lodge  ( Summary )  ....  198  0  0 
Front  Lodge  and  Boundary(^if/.9)  512  8  7 

Extra  to  East  Lodge,  Bill  No.  2 . .  115  8 


Ventilation,  exclusive  of  Machinery — 

Chimneys  in  Great  Wards  ( Sum¬ 
mary ) .  89  0  0 

Sliding  Shutters  in  ditto  [ditto)  42  1  8 

Open  Skirting . [ditto)  11  5  0 

Throttle-valves . [ditto)  11  13  0 

Sundry  Day  Works,  Bill  No.  2. ..  121  17  3 

Ditto  Bill  No.  3..  37  12  10 

Ditto  Bill  No.  4..  19  2  1 

Ditto  Bill  No.  5..  16  2  6 


162  0  1 


375  3  11 


797  4  3 


348  14  4 


Carried  over  14,370  2  1.1 
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Fittings  and  Fixtures — 


£  s  d. 
Brought  over  14,370  2  11 


Bell-hanging  and  Speaking-tubes  55  16  0 
Speaking  tubes  from  Lodge  ....  16  14  6 

Sundries,  Bill  No.  1 .  318  5  0 

Ditto  Bill  No.  2 .  16  17  8 

Ditto  Bill  No.  2 .  59  16  5 

Ditto  Bill  No.  3 .  71  18  1 

Ditto  Bill  No.  3 .  5  8  0 

Ditto  Bill  No.  4 .  90  16  5 

Blinds  in  Great  Ward,  Bill  No.  4  25  12  6 

Sundries,  Bill  No.  5 .  4  2  3 


Total,  Messrs.  Pipers  ....  665  6  10 

Messrs.  Benham,  Stores,  &c .  237  16  6 

Messi’3.  Stevens  and  Son,  Gas,  &c.  190  16  6 

Messrs.  Bailey,  Stoves,  &c .  310  11  0 


Machinery  and  Washing  Apparatus — 

Mr.  Reeve,  Engineer .  426  11  0 

Mr.  Reeve,  Hydro  Extractor. .. .  30  0  0 

Messrs.  Simmons,  Jukes’  Appa¬ 
ratus  . 75  0  0 

Mr.  Blow,  Engine-straps,  &c.  ..  13  3  0 

Messrs.  Baker  and  Co.,  Mangle.  15  10  0 


Furniture — 

Messrs.  Benham .  86  19  0 

Mr.  Reeve .  45  0 

Mr.  Bealby .  75  0  0 

Mr.  Seddon  .  315  0  0 

Mr.  Bennett .  13  12  9 

Mr.  Gilbert,  Beds  .  67  2  0 


Ground  Works ,  Garden,  &c. — 

Messrs.  Pratt  &  Sewell,  Bill  No.  1  225  5  0 

Ditto  Bill  No.  2  16  0  0 


Mr.  Smith .  39  12  9 

Messrs.  Piper,  Bill  No.  3  .  6  12  10 


Architect  and  Clerk  of  the  Works  . 

Sundries ,  Laying  Foundation  Stone,  &c. — 


Messrs.  Piper,  Bill  No.  2  .  27  15  3 

Folkard .  8  18  6 


1,404  10  10 


560  4  0 


60 2  13  9 


287  10  7 
976  6  0 


36  13  9 


Carried  over  18,238  1  10 

B 
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£  s  <7. 
Brought  over  18,238  1  10 

Paving  in  front  of  Hospital  .  47  L  4 

Partitions  in  Convalescent  Wards,  ordered  by 
Medical  Officers  . . 


^18,357  5  9 


Receipts.... .  18,922  3  0 

Expenditure .  18,357  5  9 


Balance..  £  564  17  3 


N  B.  In  the  above  Account  is  included  a  sum  of  ,£200, 
which  belongs  to  the  Builders,  under  their  contract, 
and  is  to  be  paid  to  them  next  summer,  when  they 
are  to  finish  the  painting. 

There  still  remain  some  few  obligations  of  the  Pre¬ 
sident  and  Trustees  to  discharge,  for  works  or  altera¬ 
tions,  ordered  to  be  done  at  the  request  of  the  House 
Directors  and  Medical  Officers,  and  which,  not  being 
completed,  cannot  be  paid  for.  The  President  and 
Trustees  propose  to  pay  over  the  above  balance  of 
£564  17s.  3 d ,  to  Messrs.  Lubbock  and  Co.,  in  the 
name  of  the  Secretary,  in  order  to  keep  this  Account 
separate  from  that  of  the  Treasurer,  and  this  Fund  is 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  subject 
only  to  first  discharging  thereout  the  liabilities  of  the 
President  and  Trustees,  in  respect  of  the  works  now  in 
progress,  and  which  they  look  to  the  Secretary  to 
discharge. 

Examined  with  the  Vouchers,  and  found  correct. 

John  Bostocic.  Tros.  Corney. 

T.  W.  Jones.  Edw.  Scobell. 

6 th  February ,  1850, 


THE 

FORTY -NINTH  REPORT 


OF  THE 

LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL, 


For  the  Year  ending  31  st  December,  1850. 


PATIENTS  REMAINING  IN  THE  HOSPITAL 
on  the  31st  December ,  184  9  : 


Affected  with  Continued  Fever  . 

10 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

Other  diseases  (not  Fever) . 

7 

— 

-  18 

Admitted  during  the  year  1850  : — 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever  . 

357 

Scarlet  Fever . 

59 

Other  diseases  (not  Fever)  . 

128 

544 

- 

562 

Of  whom  there  were  dismissed  cured  of: — 

Continued  Fever  . 

275 

Scarlet  Fever . 

52 

Other  diseases  (not  Fever)  . 

94 

421 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals  . 

2 

Died  of  Continued  Fever . 

52 

Scarlet  Fever . 

7 

Other  diseases  (not  Fever) . 

31 

90 


Remaining  under  treatment ,  3 1 6 Y  December ,  1850  : 


Affected  with  Continued  Fever  .  49 

Scarlet  Fever . - .  1 

Other  diseases  (not  Fever) .  8 

-  49 

562 


Total  number  of  Patients  admitted  since  the 

establishment  of  the  Hospital  in  1802  ....  5825,4:13 


REPORT, 

ETC. 


From  the  preceding  Statement  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  Hospi¬ 
tal  during  the  past  year  (1850)  is  less,  by  upwards 
of  100,  than  in  the  preceding  year  (1849),  in 
which  the  total  number  received  was  653.  Of 
544  patients  admitted  last  year,  there  were  357 
cases  of  the  various  forms  of  continued  fever, 
strictly  so  called  ;  9  cases  of  periodic  fever ;  59 
cases  of  scarlet  fever;  and  the  remaining  119 
were  patients  not  labouring  under  any  form  of 
fever,  but  suffering  from  various  acute  diseases, 
chiefly  inflammation  of  some  important  organ,  of 
which  the  accompanying  fever  was  merely  symp¬ 
tomatic.  Of  the  357  cases  of  continued  fever, 
100  were  of  that  form  usually  denominated  febri- 
cula,  or  simple  fever,  in  which,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  to  its  termination,  the  symptoms  are 
comparatively  mild,  and  without  prominent  or 
appreciable  local  disease.  129  were  examples  of 
true  typhus,  recognised  by  the  more  severe  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  symptoms  and  early  prostration  of 
the  vital  powers  :  the  remaining  128  consisted 
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of  cases  of  enteric  or  abdominal  typhus,  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  accompanying  intestinal  affection 
and  the  symptoms  peculiar  to  this  form  of  fever. 

Of  the  119  patients  received  under  certificates 
of  fever,  but  discovered  to  be  labouring  under 
some  more  or  less  severe  local  disease,  there 
were  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain,  10 ; 
apoplexy,  1  ;  delirium  tremens,  4 ;  cephalalgia, 
5 ;  bronchitis,  12;  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
32;  inflammation  of  the  throat,  3;  inflammation 
of  the  heart,  3 ;  diseases  of  the  liver,  4 ;  small¬ 
pox,  3 ;  chicken-pox,  1  ;  measles,  5  ;  idiopathic 
erysipelas,  4 ;  diarrhoea,  2 ;  acute  rheumatism, 
2;  chronic  cutaneous  diseases,  2;  convalescents 
from  various  diseases  when  admitted,  18  ;  mori¬ 
bund  at  the  time  of  admission,  and  patients  with 
diseases  of  uncertain  nature,  8. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  the  first 
three  months  of  1850  was  inconsiderable  (76)  ; 
but,  as  the  year  advanced,  cases  of  fever  became 
more  numerous,  the  monthly  admissions,  from 
June  to  December,  averaging  55  ; — the  largest 
number  received  in  one  month  being  in  July, 
when  64  were  admitted.  The  largest  number  of 
patients  under  treatment  in  the  Hospital,  at  one 
time,  was  69,  viz.,  in  October ;  and  the  smallest, 
in  January,  when  there  were  only  14. 

It  is  probable  that,  independently  of  the  appa¬ 
rent  diminution  of  fever  in  the  metropolis  and 
suburbs  in  the  first  three  months  of  last  year, 
some  alterations  in  the  conditions  on  which  pa¬ 
tients  are  received  from  the  metropolitan  unions, 
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which  took  effect  from  Lady- day  last,  may  have 
had  some  share  in  accounting  for  the  smaller 
number  of  admissions  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

In  regard  to  the  type  of  the  fever  it  may  be 
observed,  that  of  the  two  forms,  viz.,  the  typhus 
and  the  enteric  or  abdominal  typhus,  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  a  considerable  proportional 
increase  of  the  latter.  This  is  shown  by  a  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  cases  admitted  in  the  two  preceding 
years,  by  which  it  appears  that  in  1848  there  were 
542  cases  of  typhus,  and  177  only  of  the  enteric 
or  abdominal  typhus  :  in  1849  there  were  160 
cases  of  typhus,  and  107  of  the  enteric  or  abdo¬ 
minal  typhus  :  while  last  year  (1850)  there  were 
129  of  the  former,  and  128  of  the  latter, — almost 
an  equal  proportion  :  showing  a  diminution  in 
the  prevalence  of  typhus,  and  an  increase  in  the 
cases  of  enteric  or  abdominal  typhus. 

There  has  been  little  or  no  difference  in  the 
characteristic  symptoms  of  either  form  of  fever 
last  year,  and  consequently  little  variation  in  the 
treatment.  Blood-letting  has  not  been  resorted 
to  in  a  single  instance,  and  in  few  cases  was  even 
the  topical  abstraction  of  blood  called  for.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  found,  when  the  stage  of 
depression  came  on,  that  wine  and  other  stimu¬ 
lants  were,  as  in  several  preceding  years,  the  chief 
measures  on  which  dependence  could  be  placed. 

Patients  labouring  under  that  form  of  fever 
called  periodic — better  known  by  the  popular 
name,  ague— are  never  numerous,  on  account  of 
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its  comparative  rarity  in  or  around  London.  Not 
a  single  case  is  admitted  sometimes  for  years. 
Last  year.,  however,  9  were  received  affected  with 
this  form  of  fever,  all  of  whom  were  speedily 
cured. 

In  regard  to  scarlet  fever,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  diminution  adverted  to  in  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  Reports  still  continues,  59  cases  only 
having  been  received  into  the  Hospital  last  year. 

In  274  cases  the  average  duration  of  fever  was 
ascertained.  It  was  found,  by  estimating  from 
the  day  on  which  the  symptoms  were  first  obser¬ 
ved  to  the  period  of  convalescence,  that  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  cases  of  typhus  was,  on  an  average, 
21  days,  and  of  enteric  or  abdominal  typhus  24 
days ;  of  scarlet  fever  it  was  13  days  ;  and  of 
the  other  diseases,  not  being  fever,  16  days. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  last  year  was  90 — 
about  16§  per  cent,  of  the  whole  numbers  admit¬ 
ted,  and  very  nearly  the  average  of  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  years.  The  number  of  persons  who  died 
of  continued  fever  (including  typhus  and  enteric 
or  abdominal  typhus)  was  52 — being  14  per  cent. 
The  mortality  in  the  cases  of  typhus  was  22*4  per 
cent.,  and  of  enteric  or  abdominal  typhus  about 
18  per  cent.  Eight  patients  died  of  scarlet  fever, 
being  at  the  rate  of  nearly  12  per  cent. 

It  should,  however,  be  stated,  as  showing  the 
advanced  stage  of  the  various  diseases  when  the 
patients  were  admitted,  that  of  the  90  fatal  cases, 
50,  being  considerably  more  than  one-half,  died 
within  seven  days  after  admission. 
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Of  these  fatal  cases,  44  were  examined  after 
death.  Of  the  29  who  died  from  true  typhus, 
eight  were  examined.  In  five  there  was,  more 
or  less,  injection  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  with 
serous  effusion,  and  in  three  of  those  there  was 
opacity  of  the  arachnoid  membrane  ;  in  one,  cen¬ 
tral  cerebral  softening,  and  in  another,  atrophy 
or  wasting  of  the  substance  of  the  brain  (conge¬ 
nital).  In  six  of  this  class  of  cases  there  was 
congestion  of  the  lungs  posteriorly ;  complicated, 
in  one  case,  with  pleuro-pneumonia,  and  in  another 
with  pulmonary  gangrene.  In  two  of  the  patients 
the  typhus  fever  had  supervened  on  long-standing- 
pulmonary  consumption,  and  in  both  of  whom 
extensive  tubercular  excavations  in  the  lungs 
were  found. 

The  stomach  and  intestinal  canal  were  in  a 
natural  state  in  seven  of  the  eight  fatal  cases, 
and  in  the  single  exception,  an  ulcer  in  the  sto¬ 
mach  was  discovered  after  death.  In  two  cases 
the  spleen  was  found  softened  ;  and  in  one  case 
there  was  granular  disease  of  the  kidney. 
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Of  the  23  cases  of  abdominal  typhus  which 
proved  fatal,  thirteen  were  examined  after  death. 
Ulceration  of  the  small  intestines,  in  different 
stages  and  degrees,  existed  in  all.  In  five  there 
was  peritoneal  inflammation,  the  result  in  four 
cases,  of  perforation  of  the  intestine,  and  in  the 
other,  of  perforation  of  the  gall-bladder. 

In  nine  of  the  thirteen  cases,  the  lungs  were 
more  or  less  implicated  ;  thus,  in  seven  there  was 
posterior  congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  in  two 
there  was  pulmonary  hardness  (hepatization), 
the  result  of  previous  inter-current  inflammation. 

In  one  case  there  was  purulent  collection  in 
the  joints. 

Of  the  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which  ter¬ 
minated  fatally,  five  were  examined  after  death. 
In  all  of  these  there  was  increased  vascularity  of 
the  brain,  accompanied  in  one  case  by  serous 
effusion,  and  in  another  by  softening  of  the  brain. 
In  three  the  lungs  were  congested,  complicated 
in  two  with  lobular  pneumonia,  and  in  one  with 
effusion  of  blood  beneath  the  pleural  membrane ; 
in  one  case,  in  the  midst  of  a  portion  of  conden¬ 
sed  lung,  numerous  miliary  tubercles  were  depo¬ 
sited  ;  and  in  one  case  there  was  pulmonary  gan¬ 
grene. 

Of  the  119  cases  of  various  diseases,  admitted 
with  certificates  of  fever,  31  died.  Of  these,  six¬ 
teen  were  examined  after  death  ;  but  though  the 
appearances  that  were  found  have  been  detailed 
in  the  Hospital  Records,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
state  them  in  this  Report. 
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Last  year  relapses  occurred  in  31  instances, 
and  of  those  12  were  admitted  in  the  month  of 
October,  6  of  those  being  members  of  the  same 
family,  and  4  of  another. 

In  those  cases  the  type  or  character  of  the 
fever  was  peculiar,  having,  in  some  particulars, 
a  strong  resemblance  to  periodic  fevers.  Indeed, 
in  particular  seasons,  it  has  been  the  character¬ 
istic  feature  of  an  entire  epidemic,  as  was  par¬ 
ticularly  pointed  out  in  the  Report  of  this 
Hospital  for  the  year  1843. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  67  domestic  servants 
were  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  of  whom  8  died 
— a  comparatively  small  mortality,  and  to  be 
ascribed,  probably,  to  the  greater  comforts  en¬ 
joyed  by  this  class  of  patients,  and  the  disease 
being  at  once  attended  to  on  its  first  appear¬ 
ance, — a  point  of  the  highest  importance. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  add,  that  the 
domestics  in  the  Hospital  have  been  almost 
entirely  free  from  disease  last  year,  and  that  of 
the  nurses  only  3  were  seized  with  fever,  all  of 
whom  recovered. 

No  fewer  than  71  destitute  persons  were  ad¬ 
mitted  on  presenting  themselves  at  the  gates  of 
the  Hospital,  all  of  whom  were  at  once  received, 
though  many  applied  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night. 
It  is  pleasing  to  reflect  how  great  an  amount  of 
good  was  thus  effected,  not  only  as  to  the  poor 
persons  who  were  promptly  relieved  of  suffering, 
but  as  regards  the  public  benefit  which  this 
Hospital  was  enabled  to  afford,  by  preventing 
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The  experience  of  the  last,  compared  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  shows  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  prevalence  of  fever  in  the  metropolis,  as 
far  as  this  hospital  may  be  considered  as  a  test 
of  the  general  prevalence  of  fever ;  the  total 
number  of  patients  admitted  in  1850  having  been 
502,  and  in  1851,  877-  During  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year  the  admissions  were,  respec¬ 
tively, — 49,  42,  48,  and  44 :  a  sudden  increase 
took  place  in  May,  when  they  rose  to  73 ;  the 
epidemic  continued  progressively  to  increase 
through  June  and  July,  and  came  to  its  height  in 
August,  when  the  admissions  numbered  96.  In 
September  they  fell  to  79 ;  but  rose  again  in 
October  to  88,  about  which  point  they  remained 
till  the  close  of  the  year,  being,  both  in  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December,  84.  It  thus  appears  that  the 
admissions  during  the  four  latter  months  of  the 
year  were  nearly  double  those  in  the  correspond¬ 
ing  months  at  the  beginning  of  the  year ;  the 
proportionate  numbers  at  each  period  being  re¬ 
markably  equal.  The  largest  number  of  patients 
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under  treatment  in  the  hospital  at  any  one  time 
was  in  the  middle  of  December  (between  the 
14th  and  16th),  when  there  wTere  121. 

The  localities  from  which  the  patients  havebeen 
sent  extend  over  nearly  every  part  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  ;  hut  by  far  the  largest  number  have  been 
received  from  the  Holborn  district.  No  fewer 
than  211  patients  have  come  from  courts  and 
alleys  on  the  eastern  side  of  Gray’s  Inn-lane; 
such  as  Tyndairs-buildings,  Pheasant-court,  &c. 

In  several  instances  10  or  12  of  these  have  been 
received  from  a  single  house ;  and  in  one  in-  . 
stance  as  many  as  20.  Thus  it  appears  that  one 
side  of  a  single  street,  with  the  courts  that  branch 
off  from  it,  have  afforded  nearly  a  fourth  part  of 
the  total  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the 
year ;  but  to  this  number  should  be  added  50 
more  persons  who  were  removed  to  the  hospital 
from  the  adjoining  courts  in  Saffron-hill  :  so  that, 
in  fact,  this  circumscribed  spot  has  supplied  the 
hospital  with  nearly  one-third  of  its  total  num¬ 
ber  of  patients.  When  the  state  of  these  fever 
nests  is  considered,  this  result  will  appear  no 
matter  of  surprise.  In  Tyndairs-buildings,  and 
the  adjoining  courts,  for  example,  the  floors  of 
the  cellars  are  some  feet  beneath  the  main  sewer, 
so  that  the  drainage  of  the  houses  is  impossible  ; 
the  privy  and  the  water  butt  are  commonly  both 
together  in  the  cellar  ;  heaps  of  dust  and  decom¬ 
posing  matter  are  accumulated  within  the  houses  ; 
and  in  the  whole  of  this  locality  overcrowding 
is  carried  to  such  an  excess  that,  commonly, 
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three  or  four  families  occupy  a  single  room,  into 
which  it  is  no  unusual  thing  for  20  persons  to  be 
huddled  together ;  one  patient,  indeed,  stated 
that,  in  the  room  in  which  he  lived,  2 7  persons 
lived  by  day  and  slept  at  night. 

The  present  physicians  of  the  hospital  have 
been  attached  to  it  sufficiently  long  to  have  wit¬ 
nessed  several  remarkable  changes  in  the  type  of 
fever.  Anterior  to  the  year  1830  (the  first  inva¬ 
sion  of  Asiatic  cholera  having  taken  place  in 
1831)  the  cases  in  the  hospital  were,  as  a  rule, 
of  an  inflammatory  character,  requiring  bleeding 
and  the  avoidance  of  stimulants.  Since  that 
period  the  general  character  of  fever  has  been 
that  of  depression,  not  bearing  bleeding,  and  ren¬ 
dering  a  large  allowance  of  stimulants  absolutely 
indispensible.  Recently,  two  varieties  of  fever 
have  been  observed  in  the  prevalent  forms  of 
the  disease,  characterized  by  a  difference  in  the 
rash,  in  the  internal  organs  chiefly  affected,  in 
the  duration  of  the  disease,  and  in  the  mortality. 
These  varieties  have  been  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  typhus,  and  typhoid  or  abdominal  fever. 
The  proportionate  numbers  of  these  two  forms 
of  fever  have  varied  each  year:  thus,  in  1848,  the 
proportion  of  the  typhus  to  the  typhoid  cases 
was,  as  542  to  1/7  ;  in  1849,  as  160  to  107 ;  in 
1850,  as  129  to  128  ;  and  in  1851,  as  59  to  209; 
from  which  it  appears,  that  in  the  two  preceding 
years,  the  proportion  was  nearly  equal  ;  but  in 
1848,  the  typhus  cases  were  three  times  more 
numerous  than  the  typhoid ;  while  in  the  last 
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year  the  proportion  was  reversed— -the  typhoid 
cases  being  nearly  four  times  greater  than  those 
of  typhus. 

The  year  1843  was  remarkable  for  an  unusual 
prevalence  of  epidemic  fever  (the  number  ad¬ 
mitted  that  year  being  1462,  the  largest  ever  re¬ 
ceived  in  any  one  year).  The  great  majority  of 
the  cases  during  that  year  were  distinguished 
by  such  a  tendency  to  relapse,  that  “  in  some 
months  there  were  few  cases  in  which  relapses 
did  not  occur,  and  no  inconsiderable  number  re¬ 
lapsed  two  and  even  three  times/’  This  tendency 
to  relapse  continued  for  several  successive  years, 
and  was  observed  in  other  hospitals  both  in 
England  and  Scotland.  A  similar  form  of  fever 
appears  to  have  recurred  during  the  last  year  ;  no 
fewer  than  224  well  marked  cases  of  relapse 
having  been  recorded. 

The  peculiar  characters  of  this  form  of  fever 
may  be  briefly  stated  to  be  considerable  violence 
in  the  accession  of  the  disease  ;  sudden  subsi¬ 
dence  of  the  symptoms  about  the  seventh  or 
eighth  day  ;  next,  a  period  of  apparent  convales¬ 
cence  for  three  or  four  days,  and  then,  without 
any  appercevable  cause,  a  recurrence  of  the 
whole  train  of  symptoms  ;  the  disease  now  gene¬ 
rally  prevailing  from  fourteen  to  twenty-one  days, 
about  which  period  the  patient  usually  becomes 
again  convalescent. 

It  may  be  observed  further,  that  a  tendency  to 
an  exacerbation  is  commonly  manifested  on  the 
seventh,  fourteenth,  or  twenty-first  day  of  the 


disease.  For  convenience’  sake,  the  name  of  Re¬ 
lapsing  Fever  has  been  given  to  this  particular 
form  of  the  epidemic,  which,  though  often,  as  has 
been  stated,  extremely  violent  at  its  outset,  and 
during  its  progress,  is  the  least  fatal  of  any  form 
of  fever  within  the  experience  of  the  hospital. 

Thus,  though  there  have  been  224  well  marked 
cases  of  this  form  of  disease,  yet  the  total  number 
of  deaths  has  been  only  5,  being  a  mortality  of 
2.21  per  cent.  ;  that  is,  a  mortality  five  times  less 
than  that  of  typhus,  and  nearly  seven  times  less 
than  that  of  typhoid  fever. 

Deducting  the  relapsing  cases  (224)  from  the 
total  admissions  (8 77)>  there  remain  653.  Out 
of  this  latter  number  there  were  only  7  cases  of 
recurrence  of  disease  after  apparent  convales¬ 
cence  ;  and  in  each  of  these  there  was  a  different 
but  distinctly  assignable  cause  for  the  relapse, 
while  in  the  relapsing  cases  the  second  attacks 
took  place  without  manifest  cause,  and  bore  a 
striking  resemblance  to  each  other  in  the  pheno¬ 
mena  that  marked  the  relapse. 

The  cases  of  relapsing  fever  have  been  con¬ 
fined  to  no  particular  district  of  the  metropolis, 
but  have  been  received  from  various  and  distant 
localities ;  though  they  have  been  strictly  limited 
to  the  poorest  of  the  population,  and  the  filthiest 
hovels.  All  the  cases,  without  exception,  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gray’s  Inn-lane  have  exhibited 
the  symptoms  of  this  form  of  fever. 

Typhoid  fever,  on  the  other  hand,  has  prevailed 
chiefly  among  classes  occupying  better  dwellings, 
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and  placed  by  their  station  above  want,  as  among 
the  lower  class  of  shopkeepers,  labourers  in  the 
receipt  of  wages,  and  domestic  servants.  Three 
cases  of  it  have  been  received  from  Oxford-square 
and  Hyde-park. 

The  mortality  in  typhoid  fever  affords  a  further 
striking  contrast  to  that  of  relapsing  fever.  In 
relapsing  fever,  the  mortality,  as  has  been  stated, 
was  only  2.21  per  cent. ;  in  typhoid  fever  in  1850 
it  was  18  per  cent.;  in  1849,  23  percent.;  in 
1851,  13.86  per  cent. 

While  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  num¬ 
bered  209,  there  have  been  only  59  cases  of 
typhus — a  much  lower  average  than  in  former 
years,  relapsing  fever  having  apparently  taken  its 
place.  Only  six  of  the  typhus  patients  have 
died,  being  a  mortality  of  10.16  per  cent.;  while 
in  1849,  the  mortality  was  22.41  per  cent.;  and 
in  1850,22.4  per  cent. 

Of  the  scarlet  fever  cases,  57  in  number,  the 
deaths  were  5  ;  being  a  mortality  of  8.77  Per 
cent. :  in  the  year  preceding,  the  mortality  was 
12  per  cent.  ;  the  average  mortality  of  the  last 
four  years  being  12.68  per  cent. 

The  number  of  domestic  servants  admitted  was 
70,  of  whom  only  4  have  died  ;  being  a  mortality 
of  5.71  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  89  desti¬ 
tute  persons  have  been  received,  of  whom  11 
have  died  ;  being  a  mortality  of  12.13  per  cent., 
a  significant  indication  of  the  power  of  robuster 
health  in  resisting  an  attack  of  fever. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 
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during  the  past  year  was  83,  giving  a  general 
average  mortality  of  8.89  per  cent. ;  scarcely  one 
half  the  mortality  in  some  years. 

Of  the  fatal  cases  (83),  nearly  one-half  (40) 
died  within  one  week  after  admission  : 

8  in  less  than  ...  1  Day 


11 

5 

7 


33 


2 

3 

4 


i) 

31 

13 


5 

3 

1 


33 

33 

33 


5 

6 

/ 


33 

33 

33 


40 

During  the  past  year — though  the  number  of 
patients  has  been  large,  and  many  of  the  cases 
severe — there  has  been  no  serious  illness  among 
the  nurses  or  other  servants  of  the  establishment ; 
that  is,  there  has  been  no  decided  case  of  fever, 
but  merely  slight  catarrhal  affections ;  whereas, 
formerly,  in  the  old  hospital,  no  year  occurred 
without  several  of  the  domestics  being  attacked. 
In  the  epidemic  of  the  year  already  alluded  to 
(1843)  no  fewer  than  29  servants  of  the  hospital 
were  attacked,  many  of  them  with  the  worst 
forms  of  the  disease.  The  immunity  now  en¬ 
joyed  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  larger  space 
and  better  ventilation  of  the  new  hospital. 

From  the  preceding  statements  it  appears,  that 
this  institution  has  afforded,  during  the  past  year, 
relief,  in  their  time  of  need,  to  numerous  classes 
of  the  community;  principally  to  the  destitute; 
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but  also  to  many,  who,  though  not  in  absolute 
want,  have,  in  their  small  and  confined  houses, 
no  convenient  sick  chamber,  little  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  medical  assistance,  and  none  of  obtaining 
nursing ;  it  has  taken  from  amidst  families  of 
higher  station  their  sick  domestics,  thereby  at 
once  relieving  such  families  from  anxiety  and 
danger,  and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the 
chance  of  recovery  to  the  sick  themselves  ;  it 
has  been  the  means  of  mitigating,  to  a  large  ex¬ 
tent,  the  suffering  connected  with  one  of  the 
severest  maladies  to  which  the  human  body  is 
subject;  of  saving  life,  and  preventing  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  disease. 
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Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  the 
31st  December,  1852. 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever  .  41 

Scarlet  Fever .  17 

other  diseases .  4 

-  62 

Admitted  during  the  Year  1853. 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever  .  786 

Scarlet  Fever .  100 

other  diseases .  184 

-  1070 


Total 


1132 


Of  whom  there  were  dismissed,  cured  of 

Continued  Fever  .  631 

Scarlet  Fever .  101 

other  diseases .  116 

-  848 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals  .  14 

Died  of  Continued  Fever  .  150 

Scarlet  Fever  .  9 

other  diseases  .  48 

-  207 

Remaining  under  treatment,  31st  December, 

1853. 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever  .  43 

Scarlet  Fever .  7 

other  diseases .  13 

-  63 

1132 


Total  number  of  Patients  admitted  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Hospital ,  1802  .  ‘<£,*,233 


REPORT, 

BTC. 


Dueing  the  past  year  1070  Patients  were  received 
into  the  Hospital ;  with  two  exceptions,  the  largest 
number  ever  before  admitted. 

The  exceptions  occurred  in  1848  and  1843,  when 
the  admissions  were  respectively  1335  and  1462. 

In  1848  the  average  daily  number  of  patients  in 
the  Hospital  was  84  ;  in  1843  it  was  89  ;  while  in  the 
year  just  ended  it  was  88  ;  so  that  with  a  considerably 
smaller  number  of  admissions  during  the  past  year, 
than  in  the  two  years  referred  to,  the  number  of 
patients  constantly  in  the  Hospital  has  been  quite  as 
large.  The  cases  generally  have  been  more  protracted 
in  the  last  year.  The  rapidity  with  which  the  patients 
passed  through  the  Hospital  in  1843  is,  indeed,  made 
the  subject  of  special  observation  in  the  Report  of  that 
year;  in  which  it  is  stated  that  though  at  first  the 
cases  were  extremely  formidable,  yet  that  after 
some  time  the  alarming  combination  of  symptoms 
which  rendered  them  so,  suddenly  ceased,  and  the 
majority  of  the  cases  became  unusually  mild.  This, 
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it  is  stated,  was  indicated  not  only  by  tbe  smaller 
proportion  of  deaths,  but  also  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
recovery ;  the  greater  number  for  weeks  together 
having  been  dismissed  cured  in  from  fifteen  to  sixteen 
days.  During  the  last  year  no  such  happy  change  in 
the  character  of  the  disease  took  place ;  its  severity 
continued  without  mitigation  through  the  entire  course 
of  the  year ;  and  the  average  period  in  the  Hospital 
of  each  patient  was  twenty-eight  days,  nearly  double 
the  duration  of  the  disease  in  1843.  This  circum¬ 
stance  fully  accounts  for  the  comparatively  large 
expenditure  which  the  patients  have  cost  the  Hospital 
through  the  last  year. 

The  admissions  during  March,  April,  May,  and 
June,  were  remarkably  equal  ;  being  respectively, 
104,  101,  97,  and  101.  In  July  they  declined  to  67, 
but  in  August  they  suddenly  rose  to  120,  and  con¬ 
tinued  nearly  at  the  same  rate  through  the  two  suc¬ 
ceeding  months  ;  when,  in  November,  they  again 
declined  to  77,  and  in  December  sunk  to  53,  the 
smallest  number  in  any  month  of  the  year. 

The  disease  appears  to  have  been  prevalent  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  in  almost  every  district  of  the 
Metropolis ;  but,  as  usual,  it  has  prevailed  principally 
in  a  few  localities  ;  the  same  localities  whose  names 
are  so  familiar  in  the  records  of  this  Hospital.  Thus, 
out  of  twenty-nine  districts  from  which  patients  have 
been  received,  six  only,  namely,  Lambeth,  St.  Greorgc’s- 
in-the-East,  Olcrkenwell,  Islington,  and  Holborn,  have 
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afforded  one-half  of  the  total  number  of  admissions 
The  seed-plots  of  disease  in  these  districts  remain  the 
same  from  year  to  year ;  and  from  year  to  year  they 
steadily  produce  the  same  fruits  ;  and  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  until  the  notorious  and  ever-accumu¬ 
lating  causes  of  insalubrity  are  obviated  by  efficient 
cleansing,  by  the  removal  of  filth,  by  a  due  supply  of 
water,  and  by  the  prevention  of  over-crowding. 

"With  reference  to  the  two  prevalent  types  into 
which  continued  fever  is  now  commonly  divided, 
namely,  typhus  and  typhoid,  there  have  been  ad¬ 
mitted,  labouring  under  the  former  408,  and  under 
the  latter  210  patients  ;  so  that  the  typhus  cases 
have  been  nearly  two-fold  more  numerous  than  the 
typhoid  ;  a  much  greater  predominance  of  the  former 
than  was  observed  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  1851  a  third  form  of  fever,  termed  relapsing,  was 
very  prevalent,  no  fewer  than  224  out  of  the  total 
number  of  patients  (976)  having  been  been  affected 
with  it.  In  the  year  following  (1852)  this  number 
declined  to  88,  and  in  the  last  year  to  16.  Scarlet 
fever,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  nearly  as  prevalent 
as  in  the  preceding  year,  when  it  doubled  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  cases  are  recorded  of  the 
mild  form  of  fever,  called  febricula ,  which,  however 
slight  it  may  appear  in  the  well-aired  wards  of  the 
Hospital,  is  extremely  apt  to  degenerate  into  one  or 
other  of  the  severer  types  of  the  malady,  if  the 
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patients  are  allowed  to  remain  long  in  filthy,  close,  and 
over-crowded  apartments.  There  were  besides  22  cases 
of  intermittent  fever,  or  ague,  all  of  which  recovered. 

The  chief  acute  diseases  not  belonging  to  fever, 
properly  so  called,  were  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
respiratory  organs.  Of  these,  there  were  23  cases  of 
pneumonia,  and  17  of  bronchitis.  The  cases  of  pneu¬ 
monia  were  extremely  severe  and  proved  unusually 
fatal.  There  were  also  23  cases  of  measles,  which 
presented  a  high  rate  of  mortality,  the  deaths  being 
upwards  of  17  per  cent. 

Of  the  total  number  of  patients  admitted  during 
the  last  year  (1070),  207  died,  or  18.28  per  cent. ;  a 
mortality  consideraly  higher  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year  (12.38)  ;  or  than  the  general  average,  which  is 
about  12  per  cent.  This  comparative  high  rate  of 
mortality,  as  well  as  the  long  duration  of  the  cases, 
mark  an  extraordinary  severity  of  the  disease  during 
the  wliole  of  the  past  year. 

Of  the  total  number  who  died  12  were  in  a  dying 
state  on  admission ;  but  even  the  deduction  of  this 
number  from  the  gross  mortality,  which  would  reduce 
the  deaths  to  16.34  per  cent.,  would  still  leave  a 
mortality  much  above  the  average. 

The  mortality  of  the  typhoid,  was  in  excess  of  the 
typhus  cases,  in  the  proportion  of  25  to  20.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  mortality  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  did 
not  in  the  last  year  reach  8  per  cent. ;  whereas  in  the 
year  preceding  it  was  12  per  cent. 
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Of  207  patients  who  died  97  outlived  the  first  week. 


23  died  in  less  than 


16 

33 

16 

33 

14 

33 

19 

33 

14 

3? 

8 

33 

1  Day 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


33 

33 

33 

33 

33 


7 


33 


110 


The  highest  mortality  was  in  the  months  of  Janu- 
ary,  March,  June,  and  August,  when  the  deaths 
ranged  from  20  to  27.  The  lowest  number  of  deaths 
in  any  single  month  was  in  April,  when  they  were 
only  9. 

The  number  of  domestic  servants  admitted  was  55, 
of  whom  3  died. 

Two  of  the  nurses  of  the  Hospital  were  attacked 
with  typhus  during  the  past  year,  both  of  whom  died  : 
One  of  these  cases  occurred'  in  August  and  the  other 
in  October. 

It  may  be  stated,  in  conclusion,  that  the  two  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  particularly  distinguish  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  past  year,  namely,  the  general  severity  of 
the  cases,  and  the  consequent  protracted  continuance 
of  the  patients  in  the  Hospital,  strikingly  indicate  the 
peculiar  usefulness  of  this  Institution.  If  in  the 
spacious  and  well-ventilated  wards  of  the  Hospital, 
with  the  aids  of  nursing  and  medical  attendance,  the 


\ 


cases  continued  so  formidable  through  their  entire 
course,  and  so  many  of  them  eventually  proved  fatal, 
how  much  greater  must  have  been  the  suffering  and 
the  ultimate  mortality  without  any  of  these  advanta¬ 
ges.  These  circumstances  at  the  same  time  present 
the  powerful  claims  of  the  Hospital  to  public  support. 
The  extraordinary  and  unavoidable  expense  of  the 
year  has  exhausted  its  funds,  a  fact  which  the  Com¬ 
mittee  feel  assured  needs  only  to  be  known  to  ensure 
a  renewal  of  that  generous  assistance  which  has 
hitherto  been  accorded  to  an  Institution  which,  it 
is  admitted,  is  one  of  the  most  indispensable  and 
useful  of  the  charities  of  the  Metropolis. 
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day  of  December ,  1853,  both  days  inclusive . 


PAYMENTS. 

House  Expenses. 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


Patients’  Diet : 


Bread 
Eggs  . 


Milk  . . . 

Meat 

Beer  ... 

Grocery- 

Potatoes 

Pish 


Servants’  Diet : 

Bread  . 

Butter,  Cheese,  and  Grocery  . 

Milk . 

Meat . 

Vegetables . 

Beer . . . 

Wages,  &c. : 

Matron’s  Salary  . 

Servants’  Wages  . 

Sundries : 

Grocery  for  1852,  paid  this  year  .... 

Beer  for  1852,  paid  this  year . 

Stores  . 

Water  Rate  and  Sweeping  Chimneys 

Stationery  . 

Engine  and  Laundry  Repairs . 

Repairs  to  Building,  Furniture,  &c. 

Garden  Manure  and  Mould . 

Surgical  Instruments . 

Drugs  and  Leeches . 

Petty  Cash  and  Matron’s  Sundries  . 


Gas . : . 

Soap,  Candles,  and  Brushes . . 

Coals . 

Wines  and  Spirits  . 

Linen  and  Slippers . 

Engineer  and  Ironmonger  . 

Printing  Report  (three  years)  and 

Stationery  . 

Advertising . 

Committee  Rooms  . 


238  9 

11 

-»-2 

29  12 

0 

161  2 

0 

303  16 

8 

30  11 

4 

21  12 

4 

15  14 

5 

2  17 

3 

803  15 

14 

37  17 

61 

61  7 

8 

5  17 

0 

124  18 

1 

3  2  10 

44  11 

9 

— 

277  14  10| 

52  10 

0 

469  14 

8 

522  4 

8 

13  0 

6 

32  18 

6 

116  18 

61 

15  10 

0 

27  0 

5 

25  5 

8 

61  9 

8 

26  1  11 

10  7 

0 

55  10 

2 

25  11 

6 

409  13  101 

30  3 

0 

77  3 

4 

182  8 

0 

136  4 

9 

25  14 

4 

26  16 

4 

57  8 

2 

61  13 

6 

5  2 

0 

602  13 

K 

2616  1  11 


Gratuities  to  Physicians,  Salaries  to  Resident  Medical 


Officer  and  Secretary . . .  460  0  0 

Secretary’s  Disbursements  .  20  10  1 

Mr.  Watts,  Collector’s  Poundage  for  1852  .  18  19  6 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


On  the  removal  of  the  Fever  Hospital  to  the  new 
building,  in  1849,  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
directed  to  every  point  connected  with  its  manage¬ 
ment,  in  order  to  render  the  Charity  of  increased 
utility  to  the  public.  They  beg  now  to  lay  the  result 
before  the  general  body  of  Gfovernors. 

During  that  year,  it  appeared,  from  the  returns 
published  by  the  Registrar-  Greneral,  that  the  average 
weekly  deaths  from  typhus  in  the  Metropolis  amounted 
to  32.  Assuming  the  rate  of  mortality  of  12  per  cent., 
this  shows  the  existence  of  268  cases  of  the  disease 
in  each  week  ;  and,  as  the  average  duration  of  each 
case  must,  at  the  least,  be  estimated  at  three  weeks, 
it  follows  that  no  less  than  798  individuals,  mostly  of 
the  poorest  classes  of  the  community,  were  lying  ill 
with  fever  during  each  day  of  that  year.  And  in 
subsequent  years  the  number  has  been  still  higher. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Committee,  most 
anxious  to  extend  the  benefits  which  the  Hospital 
is  capable  of  affording,  were  led  to  modify  their 
regulations  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  poor 
persons  labouring  under  this  dangerous  disease  into 
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the  Hospital.  The  1st  Law  states  that  “All  poor 
“  persons  (not  being  parochial  paupers)  and  domestic 
“  servants  of  subscribers  labouring  under  contagious 
“  fever,  and  residing  in  the  Metropolis,  or  its  neigh- 
“  bourhood,  shall  be  considered  as  proper  objects 
“  of  this  Charity.”  To  all  such  the  doors  of  the 
Hospital  are  open  at  all  hours,  without  letter  or 
recommendation  of  any  kind.  A  certificate  from  any 
medical  man,  wrhether  Governor  or  not,  stating  that 
the  applicant  is  poor,  and  not  a  domestic  servant  or 
a  parochial  pauper,  is  at  once  an  admission  into  the 
wards,  and  in  cases  of  emergency  this  form  is  not  even 
required.  The  Committee  have  caused  blank  forms 
of  admission  to  be  distributed  to  Clergymen  and  to 
other  benevolent  persons. 

The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  are,  firstly,  the 
domestic  servants  of  individuals  who  do  not  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  funds  ;  and,  secondly,  parochial  paupers. 

In  the  first  case  it  is  but  just  that  the  master  of  a 
family  should  contribute  to  the  support  of  an  institu¬ 
tion  which  relieves  him  from  the  expense  of  a  sick 
servant,  and  his  home  from  the  danger  of  infection. 
Formerly  every  Governor  or  Subscriber  of  £1  Is. 
had  the  immediate  privilege  of  sending  his  own  ser¬ 
vant,  and  consequently  any  servant  could  be  sent  to 
the  Hospital  on  payment  of  one  guinea.  This  regu¬ 
lation  was  founded  on  the  assumption  that  most  per¬ 
sons  would  continue  their  subscriptions  to  a  Charity 
of  whose  utility  they  had  experienced  so  practical  an 
example.  Unfortunately  this  was  not  found  to  be  the 
case,  and  a  great  annual  loss  was  entailed  on  the 
scanty  funds  of  the  Hospital,  which  of  course  limited 
its  power  to  relieve  the  really  destitute.  The  Com¬ 
mittee,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  sum  of  £2  2s. 
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should  he  paid  by  Non-subscribers,  on  the  admission 
of  this  class  of  patients.  This  recommendation  was 
adopted  in  1852,  and  the  Table  below  shows  the  re¬ 
sult,  viz. : — 

Of  domestic  servants  of  non-subscribers— 

£  s. 

In  the  year  1851  there  were  admitted  66,  paying  .  .  69  6 

„  1852  „  60  „  .  .  126  0 

„  1853  „  57  „  .  .  119  14 

With  regard  to  the  second  exception,  “  parochial 
paupers,”  the  first  law  also  says,  “  That  parochial 
“  paupers,  and  all  inmates  of  other  public  charities, 

“  except  medical  hospitals,  shall  be  admitted  on  the 
“  payment  of  such  sum  for  each  patient  as  the  Com-  - 
“  mittee  shall  from  time  to  time  determine.” 

The  sum  was  formerly  fixed  at  £1  1,?.  per  case  ; 
but  as  it  was  supposed  that  this  constant  sum  had 
deterred  many  boards  of  guardians,  acting  from 
economical  motives,  from  availing  themselves  of  the 
use  of  the  Hospital,  they  proposed  to  substitute  the 
payment  of  Is.  per  day  for  each  case  as  more  equitable, 
and  less  open  to  objection.  The  Committee  regret 
that  this  is  the  lowest  sum  the  very  limited  funds 
at  their  disposal  will  permit  them  to  make.  They 
believe  that  it  is  not  greater  than  the  cost  of  Fever 
cases  treated  in  the  sick  wards  of  the  various  work- 
houses,  and  to  be  lower  than  the  charge  made  for 
Lunatics  in  county  asylums,  and  not  more  than  com¬ 
mensurate  with  the  advantages  offered  by  the  Fever 
Hospital.  They  are  happy  to  state  that  36  of  the 
Metropolitan  Unions  have  cheerfully  acquiesced  in 
this  arrangement,  and  take  this  opportunity  of  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledging  the  warm  support  and  large  con¬ 
tributions  the  several  boards  of  guardians  have  afforded 
to  the  funds  of  the  Hospital. 
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The  domestic  arrangements  for  promoting  the  com¬ 
fort  and  well-being  of  the  patients  while  under  treat¬ 
ment  have  also  received  the  most  anxious  attention 
of  the  House  Directors,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Medical  Officers,  considerable  alterations  and  im¬ 
provements,  both  in  the  dietary  itself  and  its  distri¬ 
bution,  have  been  adopted. 

It  will  appear,  on  reference  to  several  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Medical  Reports ,  that  the  type  of  fever  lately 
prevalent  has  required  a  more  generous  diet  and 
stimulating  plan  of  treatment  than  was  formerly 
thought  advisable.  The  amount  of  wine  and  other 
spirits  administered  to  the  patients  has  very  largely 
increased  :  129  gallons  of  wine,  30  gallons  of  spirits, 
and  20  barrels  of  porter  having  been  thus  consumed 
by  patients  alone  during  the  past  year. 

That  the  measures  alluded  to  wrere  adopted  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  is  evident  from  the  annexed 
statement,  which  shows  a  gradual  increase  in  the 
admissions  since  these  improvements  have  been  made. 


Patients 

admitted. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

1  June. 

! 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Total. 

1850 

21 

24 

31 

36 

37 

56 

64 

54 

50 

65 

65 

41 

544 

1851 

49 

42 

48 

44 

73 

87 

78 

96 

78 

88 

84 

84 

851 

1852 

80 

54 

92 

129 

106 

73 

64 

59 

54 

51 

52 

59 

'  873 

1853 

72 

82 

104 

101 

97 

101 

67 

120 

105 

91 

77 

53 

1070 

In  May,  1851,  the  above  alterations  first  came  into 
operation,  and  it  will  be  observed  by  the  above  Table 
the  number  of  patients  admitted  have  been  gradually 
increasing  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  and 

b  2 


20 


.1 


tliat  the  number  admitted  in  the  past  year  was  nearly 
double  that  of  1850. 

The  expenses  have  of  course  increased,  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  rigid  economy  in  every  department,  the 
Committee  regret  to  state  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  past  year  greatly  exceeded  the  income  of  the 
Hospital.  The  total  expenditure  amounted  to  no 
less  than  £3115,  or  £2  18s.  per  patient.  It  is  ob¬ 
vious  that  this  cost  is  extremely  small,  when  the 
amount  of  benefit  conferred  is  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion;  and  that  in  the  Fever  Hospital  the  Patients 
are  not  only  entirely!  fell,  but  provided  with  linen, 
washing,  and  clothing  ;  that  the  treatment  renders 


OTfiMffffeces' 


sary,  and  that  during  fc&epasVyear prbvisidni  of  every 
description  were  dear,  and  the  stay  of  each  patient  in 
the  Hospital  unusually'*  protracted. 

To  meet  the  deficiency,  and  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tlnqe|djaMpper 
the  poor  labouring 
which  man  is  subject — one  which  not  only  prostrates 
the  sufferer  himself,  but  renders  him' "  flange  rous  to  his 


own  family  and  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he 
dwells — the  Committee  most  urgently  appeal  to  all 
classes  of  benevolent  persons.  They  appeal  to  those 
gentlemen,  in  particular,  whose  servants  have  derived 
benefit  from  the  Institution,  not  to  withdraw  their 
subscription  when  the  necessity  for  immediate  relief 
has  ceased,  and  to  those  who,  blessed  by  Providence 
with  affluence,  think  that  a  small  portion  of  it  is  well 
bestowed  in  ministering  to  the  necessities  of  their 
poorer  brethren  in  sickness ;  and,  in  reminding  them 
that  to  enable  the  Hospital  to  throw  open  its  wards 
to  all  in  the  hour  of  need,  funds  adequate  to  the  de¬ 
mands  made  upon  them  are  required,  they  trust  that 
they  shall  not  appeal  in  vain. 
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Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  the 
31st  December,  1853. 


Affected  with  Continued  Fever  .  43 

Scarlet  Fever .  7 

other  acute  diseases  .  13 


Admitted  during  the  Year  1854. 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever  . . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

other  acute  diseases 


714 

238 


...  200 

sffOItralfllj 


tea  'tdj  i.  fTO'<rsv/ 


1152 


Total 


...  ...  ...  i . .  ■  ...  1215 

_ 


V  «  « 


i  rt  i  it 


Of  whom  there  were  dismissed,  cured  of 

Continued  Fever  .  619 

Scarlet  Fever . *  206 

other  acute  diseases  ...  ...  *135 

— |  ■■■  960 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals  ...  .  14 


Died  of  Continued  Fever  ...  . .  . .  109 

Scarlet  Fever  .  22 

other  acute  diseases  ...  53 

- -  184 

Remaining  under  treatment,  31st  December, 

1854. 

Affected  with  Continued  Fever  .  29 

Scarlet  Fever .  17 

other  acute  diseases  .  11 

-  57 

1215 


Total  number  of  Patients  admitted  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Hospital,  in  1802 . 
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Ik  the  report  of  the  year  1853,  the  large  number 
of  admissions  into  the  hospital  was  adverted  to  ;  last 
year,  however,  1152  patients  were  admitted,  being  an 
increase  of  more  than  80  above  the  admissions  of  1853. 

Of  the  1152  patients  received  into  the  hospital  last 


year,  714  were  cases  of  continued  fever  ;  of  these  there 

O  rT-  r 


were 


af>c 


of  typhus,  and  229  of  abdominal  typhus,  or 
typhoid  fever ;  five  were  examples  of  what  has  been 


termed  ^Relapsing  fever,  and  144  of  Febricula  or  mild 
fever.  The  proportion  of  typhoid  to  typhus  fever  was 
nearly  the  same  as  had  been  noticed  in  previous  years, 
and  the  observation  made  in  a  former  report  respect¬ 
ing  the  predominence  of  typhus  in  the  spring  and 

early  summer,  and  of  typhoid  in  the  autumn,  has  this 

-  :  -vyv.T  -  f  - 

year  received  striking  confirmation.  It  was  observed 
that  while  in  June  the  proportion  of  typhus  to  typhoid 
was  50  to  10,  in  October  it  was  2  to  10  only  — facts 
replete  with  interest  in  the  general  pathology  of  fever. 
-  The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have  been  more  than 
usually  numerous,  238  having  been  received  last  year ; 
the  average  number  admitted  in  the  last  six  years 
being  81. 
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Of  the  acute  diseases,  neither  continued  nor  scarlet 
fever,  there  were  during  the  past  year  200 :  of  these 
15  proved  on  development  to  be  small-pox,  which  with 
one  exception,  were  transferred  at  once  to  the  special 
hospital  for  that  disease.  R;)  ^  y  iJ?90  ,9q  q  gaiud 
Acute  diseases  of  the  lungs  constituted  as  .usual  a 

large  proportion  of  the  class  of  cases  now  referred  to, 

si  en  lo  -  cun  mime  QuJ 

there  having  been  81  examples  of  different  forms  of 
pulmonary  inflammation,  and  9  of  consumption.  ■; 

.  Of  acute  inflammation  of  the.  brain -there  were  :  14 

tdomvr  io  aOfuior pw  "  u  c,  1 

cases;  while,  with  regard  to  rheumatism,  erysipelas, 

and  common  ague,  there  were  10. cases  of  each.  - 

lo  m  aoq  'Pdihoirf  sd  riel  \ 

The  average  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  at 
one  time  last  year,  was  81 ;  the  average  time  each 

patient  was  under  treatment  was  23v>  daws*  ,!  She 

doaao  evil  pdisTom)  uarw  uojosub  stlioiuai  dw  »  -  -  - ■- 

average  number  of  days  each  patient  who  recovered 
was  under  treatment  was  25,  but  in  the  fatal  cases,  10 

vjxi  •  r  TJrO^U’J'TTr  TOO  I  WVWt  wwr 

days  onl}  .  ;;bf  xia  "to  osnoxidiovir  odi  moil 

The  mortality umong  the  1215  patients  under  treat- 

ment  in  1854,  though  somewhat  above  the  average, 

exhibits  a  satisfactory  diminution  compared  with  that 

>  }  /  1 

of  last  year:  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  smaller  mor- 
tality  from  the  two  principal  forms  of  continued  fever. 
The  gross  mortality  of  last  year — 184 — gives  the 
ratio  of  15T4  per  cent;  in  the  year  1853,  it  was 
18*28.  while  the  average  mortality,  according  to  the 
hospital  records,  in  a  series  of  years,  is  but  12  per 
cent. 

The  deaths  from  typhus  were  04  out  of  330  case#, 

*  * 
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"'tel’frdm  typhoid,  or  abdominal  typhus,  45  out  of  tlie 
229  bases — exhibiting  a  proportionate  fatality  of 
either  form  of  18  per  cent.  A™b  n0  b97°^51 
Iahg^^[^^^a;^eaths  occurred  from  scarlet  fever, 
being  9  per  cent,  of  the  cases  admitted.  This  is  not 
;  above  the  ordinary  mortality,  though  from  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  the  disease,  the  actual  number  of  deaths  is 

average — (10).'  ’  ‘ 

The  highest  mortality  occurred  in  the  months  of 
-*$T4'y,  .Tune,  and  CfetWber— in  the  two  former  of  which, 
typhus,  and  ltfhWe^ Matter,  typhoid,  were  carrying  off 

unusual  numbers,  raising  the  monthly  per  centage  of 

ie6mnn  9-fi*I9TR  9lCr 

»•  * . 

fS^' Mvantages  of  the  hospital  were  freely 
'l^ered'  fd’  patienib s /TarfbrcfML1\  i th  cholera,  %ve "  case's 
l^tiiy  ^^re  ^bcerVed:  ^(fdri4^tlic  epidemic  of  last  autumn, 

and  of  these  four  were  from  a  distance,  and  one  only 

vTlIOv 

from  the  workhouse  of  an  adjoining  parish.  Of  the 
-five  admitted,  only  two  recovered.  The  smallness  of 
the  number  of  cases  received  was  probably  owing  to 
the  distance  of  the  hospital  from  the  plague-stricken 
localities,  rendering  the  removal  of  such  cases  ex- 
tremely  hazardous.'  loi  °'ni  sdi  moii  ^ 

■  But  few  instances  hare  occurred  of  tire  propagation 
of  fever  'within  the  walls  of  the  institution.  Tive 


nurses  have  occupied  beds  in  the  wards  during  the 
past  “year.  Two  of  these  had  mild  fever,  probably 
catarrhal,  of  six  days  duration  only,  two  had  other 
complaints  of  no  very  serious  nature.  One  nurse, 
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however,  lias  had  typhus  fever,  and  after  hovering 
between  life  and  death  for  a  month,  has  recently  died 
of  its  sequelce. 

Ninety  of  the  1152  patients  admitted  last  year  were 
destitute  persons,  all  of  whom  were  received  without 
any  recommendation  whatever,  and  89  were  the  domes¬ 
tic  servants  of  subscribers. 

The  remaining  patients,  constituting  the  large 
majority,  were  furnished  by  various  parishes. 

There  were  29  parishes  which  sent  cases  last  year  . 
Lambeth  and  Islington  furnishing  the  largest  numbers. 

The  total  number  of  134  cases  from  inmates  of 
workhouses  presented  88  instances  of  continued  fever 
— 14  of  which  were  fatal ;  13  of  scarlet  fever,  and 
33  of  other  diseases,  of  which  3  patients  died. 

In  the  previous  year’s  Beport,  reference  was  made 
to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  funds.  The  Committee,, 
having  attempted  without  success,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  the  claims  of  the  Hospital  by  means 
of  advertisements  in  the  newspapers,  drew  up  a  state¬ 
ment,  which  was  signed  by  the  President,  and  circu¬ 
lated  most  extensively  throughout  the  metropolis.  In 
furtherance  of  the  same  object,  a  special  collector  was 
employed  to  solicit  from  house  to  house ;  the  result 
being,  that  several  new  annual  subscriptions  were 
obtained,  and  also  donations  to  some  amount ;  so  that, 
notwithstanding  the  great  expenses  of  the  collection, 
a  surplus  was  gained  of  £871  3s.  5d. 
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14 

12 

3 

17 

11 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  on  the 
31st  December,  1854. 

Affected  with  Typhus  Eeyer,.*  . 

Typhoid  Fever  I  4  . 

Febricula . 

Scarlet  Fever  h . 

Other  acute  diseases 

-  57 

Admitted  during  the  Year  1855.  d&fi!  edi  0%Z89(I 
Affected  with  Typhus  Fever ...  ...  343 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  . .  218  * 

Febricula .  .  ...  61  JJ5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  158  9tt 

Other  acute  diseases  ...  ...  246 

1026 

Total  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  1083 

•*  *  O  *  « 

lo  a  m  MqaciH  sixfi  pm  nil  vr,  -  — 

Of  these  there  were  dismissed,  cured  of 

Typhus  Fever  .  -216.’ 

Typhoid  Fever  .  170"’^ 

Febricula  48 


•  •  4  •  •  • 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  149  cr 

Other  acute  diseases  .  201  5m 

_ 

Sent  to  other  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  5 

5?  'r  r'Yi-  >• 

QPn 


Died  of  Typhus  Fever  ...  . . . 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  . . 


t'M 
v.  f  '4  i 


Scarlet  Fever 
Other  diseases 


... 


•  • • 


29 

20 

39 


•  *  •  •  •  • 


Bemaining  under  treatment,  31st  December, 
1855. 

Affected  with  Typhus  Fever  ... 

Typhoid  Fever 

Febricula . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Other  acute  diseases 


173 

!  r  erf 


•  •  •  t  •  • 


56 

31 

16 

6 

12 


~r  * 


h  S!. 


exit; 


rp.a 


ih 


i  aB  t; 


io  di 

121 

1083 
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Total  number  of  Patients  admitted  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Hospital,  in  1 802 .  HI  ,41 1 


REPORT, 


ETC. 


During  the  last  three  years,  the  admissions  into 
the  Hospital  have  been  very  equal,  and  considerably 
above  the  average  of  former  years. 

Between  the  numbers  admitted  in  the  last  and  the 
preceding  year,  the  difference  was  69,  the  excess  being 
in  1854 ;  but  in  1853  and  1855  the  difference  was 
only  13,  the  excess  being  in  the  year  which  has  just 
closed ;  so  that,  as  far  as  this  Hospital  is  a  test  of 
the  prevalence  of  fever  in  the  metropolis,  the  epidemic 
appears  to  have  held  on  its  course  for  the  space  of 
three  consecutive  years  with  great  steadiness,  the 
numbers  attacked  being  constantly  above  the  average. 

The  female  patients  have,  as  usual,  considerably 
exceeded  the  males  in  number,  the  proportion  being 
568  females  to  458  males. 

Of  the  1026  admissions  during  the  last  year,  622 
were  cases  of  continued  fever.  Of  these  there  were 
343  of  typhus,  218  of  typhoid  fever,  and  61  of  the 
milder  form  of  the  disease  called  febricula.  Taking 
the  experience  of  the  whole  year,  typhus  was  more 
prevalent  than  typhoid  fever  by  about  one-third. 

Scarlet  fever  still  continued  much  above  the  average, 
though  the  number  of  admissions  this  year  was  con¬ 
siderably  less  than  in  the  year  preceding. 

The  number  of  patients  labouring  under  various 
forms  of  acute  disease,  not  characterized  by  the 
ordinary  symptoms  of  primary  fever,  was  also  un¬ 
usually  large. 


8 


The  distribution  of  fever  was  by  no  meatis  equal 
throughout  the  year.  In  the  first  six  months,  from 
January  to  June  inclusive,  the  continued  fever  eases 
were  165  ;  in  the  last  six  months  they  amounted  to 
457.  There  was  the  like  inequality  in  the  relative 
prevalence  of  typhus  and  typhoid  fever ;  *  for  M  the 
first  six  months  the  typhus  cases  were  98  *  ill  the  last, 
245 ;  while  the  typhoid  cases  were  in  the  first,  55 ;  in 
the  last,  163.  The  greater  prevalence  of  the  epidemic 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Was  still  more  strikingly 
exemplified  in  the  comparative  number  admitted  in  its 
milder  form,  the  cases  of  febricula  being  four  times 
more  numerous  in  the  last  than  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  nearly  equal  through  each  successive  month, 
and  there  was  only  the  difference  of  four  in  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  first  arid  the  second  half  of  the 
vear  'n». /*!<■. !■  nr- 

The  smallest  number  of  patients  at  any  one  time  in 
the  Hospital  was  in  the  month  of  April,  when  there 
were  34 ;  the  largest  occurred  in  December,  When 
they  amounted  to  153.  The  daily  average  ranged 
from  42  the  lowest,  in  June,  to  119  the  highest*  in 
December.  The  daily  average  throughout  the  year 
was  74. 

The  mortality  was  somewhat  more  equally  distri¬ 
buted  through  the  several  months  than  the  admissions ; 
the  lowest  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  month  being 
9,  in  June,  and  the  highest  24,  in  October. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  admissions  (1026)  there 
were  173  deaths,  a  mortality  of  16.86  per  cent.,  or 
about  1  in  6. 

The  mortality  of  typhus  (85  deaths  out  of  343 
patients)  was  25  per  cent.,  or  1  in  4;  6f  typhoid 
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13-3.  jer  J.  p7p  of  scarlet 

fever  (20  in  158)  12.7  per  cent.,  or  1  in  S,  nearly. 
£*^&e*?wair*Wg  .W?s,;,  Tvhicjy^ere  nqt  cases  of  fever, 
bub  of.  spurn, other  %m  of  acute,  disease,  the  mortality 
^a^^r^enl.,  or  1  in  6^.  ^  , 
m- Tills  high  mortality  is  in  pr^rt  uncounted  for  by  the 
mjdittQn^f  !#%palie©is  %»t  re- 

upiye4 .  Ouf  of  tlye  lotpl  nuinbepqf  deaths,  08  occurred 
heibye, the,  close  of  the  fourth,  day, 'and  12  before  the 
eini  of.  the  second.  */l>n  were,  in  a  dying  , state  on 
;^aphi$g  ?  tb$ ) jHJo.spifa],- ;  one  JtYl Pfl >  Pltly  ijiree  ininutes 
after  admission,  and  onp,  was  brought  in  dead, 
odiSfcilh  /when  due  allowance1  is  made,  for.  tliese  circum¬ 
stances, htho  death  roll  f  presented  tips ,  year  is  a  very 
ituelancholv^  onp^  T,ho  eytranydinary  mortality  of 
't^rphns,  ;one  in  fopy,  proves  ap  unusual  severity  of  that 
disease  ;  it'  was  indeed  pearly  twice  as.  fatal  as  typhoid 
fever — an  unexampled  event  in  the  experience  of  the 

eft^pitaho  yap  m  Blfiehteq  ’to  rdmwt  fp&tknt*  -  r  ' 

The  intensity  of  the .  cases,  and  the  consequent 

.pressure  on  the  domesjqp- establishment,  particularly 
on  the  individuals  in  immediate  attendance  on  the 
sick,  produced  more  fatal  consequences  than  in  almost 
any  other  year  recorded  in  the  . annals  of  the  Hospital. 
Ho  fewer  than  nine  of  the  nurses,  and  two  of  the 
house  servants,  have  been  attacked  with  fever  during 
The  past-  year,  the  nurses  suffering  from  typhus,  the 
.  other  servants  from  typhoid  fever.  These  diseases 


rtt 

•a 


were  fatal  to  Two  nurses  and  the  cook.  The  resident 

.  . -S'.  <rjr. JT-  „  __  .r^  n,  -4..  n  TRJ  1.  >  :  -  1  T* 

sfpedica-l  officer  ;  has  - also  passed  through  a  very  severe 
attack,  from  winch  he  is  happily  recovered. 

There  were  admitted  200  domestic  ,  servants,  of 
£  whom  11  died,  .-that*:,  is,  7  per  cent.,,,  qr  1  in  11;  a 
b.mortalitylitfle  more  thap  one-half  that  of  the  typhoid 
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cases  ;  not  nrnch  more  than  one-fourth  that  of  the 
typhus  cases  generally ;  and  little  exceeding  one-third 
that  of  the  patients  received  from  workhouses.  This 
greater  power  of  resistance  to  the  disease  constantly 
observed  in  domestic  servants,  is  attributable  partly 
to  their  younger  age,  and  partly  to  their  better  con¬ 
stitutional  health. 

The  most  frequent  complications  of  other  maladies 
with  the  different  forms  of  fever  were,  as  usual,  acute 
and  subacute  affections  of  the  lungs,  which  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  fatal  event  in  thirteen  instances  ;  acute 
cerebral  disease,  which  occurred  in  six  cases ;  phthisis 
in  five,  and  erysipelas  in  three. 

Twenty-two  of  the  metropolitan  parishes  have  sent 
patients  to  the  Hospital  during  the  past  year,  but 
the  main  bulk  have  been  received  from  six  only,  and 
of  these,  St.  George’s  in  the  East,  Clerkenwell,  Is¬ 
lington,  and  Lambeth,  have  been  the  greatest  contri¬ 
butors,  Lambeth  having  sent  nearly  double  the  number 
of  any  other. 

The  circumstances  which  have  been  enumerated, 
themselves  declare  the  amount  of  relief  which  this 
Institution  has  afforded  to  the  community  during  the 
last  trying  year.  Upwards  of  1000  poor  persons 
afflicted  with  a  mortal  disease,  which  cannot  be  pro¬ 
perly  treated  at  the  houses  of  the  sick,  have  been  re¬ 
moved  to  the  quiet,  clean,  and  spacious  wards  of  an 
institution,  which  has  afforded  its  inmates  medical 
skill,  nursing,  medicine,  and  nourishment,  the  latter 
of  whatever  kind  and  to  whatever  amount  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  cases  required.  Prompt  assistance  has 
been  afforded  to  200  families  into  which  this  dreaded 
disease  had  entered ;  and  if  its  virulence  was  such  as 
to  prove  so  fatal  to  the  attendants  on  the  sick,  in  the 


11 


comparatively  favourable  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed  in  the  Hospital,  its  ravages  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  dreadful,  had  it  been  allowed  to  run 
its  course  in  the  miserable  hovels  in  which  it  usually 
prevails.  The  Committee  may,  therefore,  confidently 
rest  the  claims  of  the  Institution  to  the  support  of  the 
public  on  the  twofold  ground  of  the  suffering  it 
alleviates  and  the  danger  it  averts, 
efooa  . : c;  ■  5  >  i-  i  • 


Such  benevolent  persons  as  may  be  disposed 
to  contribute  to  this  charity  are  requested  to  intimate 
their  intention  to  the  Secretary,  and  they  will  be 
waited  on  by  the  Collector ;  or,  if  they  pay  in  person, 
they  will  please  to  leave  their  Christian  names  and 
places  of  abode  at  the  time  of  payment.  Any  errors 
in  the  list  of  subscribers  will  be  corrected,  on  notice 
being  given  to  the  Secretary. 


The  following  form  is  recommended  to  those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  become  benefactors  by  will. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer ,  for  the  time 
being ,  of  the  London  Fever  Hospital,  established  in 
1802,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  the  Institution , 
the  sum  of  pounds ,  to  be  paid  out  of  such 

part  of  my  personal  estate  as  shall  not  consist  of  an 
interest  in  Land.  The  Receipt  of  such  Treasurer  to  be 
a  sufficient  discharge. 
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Account  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31s<5 


£  s.  a. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer  on  last  Account 

RECEIPTS. 

To  One  Year’s  Rent  of  Cold-Baili^EieldSf  E  state  to 

Michaelmas,  1855,  received* by  Me tSeoretary  ..  150  0  0 

„  Donations  and  Subscriptions  received  by  the 

Secretary  . . . .  •  •  »  Tf  i  •  »«««»»»  .  62  19  0 

„  Subscriptions  of  Unions  and  Parishes,  and  for 

Parish  Patients,  received  by  the  Secretary . . .  1226  19  0 

„  Subscriptions  and  Donations"!  teleived  by  the 

Collector .  349  0  6 

On  Account  of  Domestic  Servants  of  non-Sub- 


£  s.  d 
474  17  4 


To  Dividend 

,,  Dividend  on  £561  16s.  3d.  Reduced  .  7  18  9 

„  Dividend  on  £3175  Is.  5d^^eps^>^ .  44  9  0 

„  Dividend  on  £561  16s.  3d.  Reduced  .  7  17  4 

Of  the  Cholmondeley  Trustees  (Donation) .  50  0  0 


Examined  with  the  Vouchers,  and  found  correct. 


G.  B.  Allen, 

T.  W.  Jones,  > Auditors. 
James  Yates,  j 
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Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital,  31st  euof 
December,  1855.  idVdH  e 
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Affected  with  Typhus  Fever  . . .  eidT  .... 

>  /(Typhoid  Feverd  nrbi  i&tk  edfr  j/iiAifoidd’ 
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Scarlet  Fever  ...  .;....  ...  183 

Other  acute  diseases  ...  ...  279 
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Ihq-A  ni  ,681  xtaxeM  ni  ,£6€  ^iaindel  nr  JSS  need  ersnt- 
oSl  vlu Total I > -. f  a tfriT.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1882 
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Of  these  there  were  dismissed,  recovered  from 

Typhus  Fever  .  ...  852 

Typhoid  Fever  b..9iLT.  148 

Febricula . ...  ...  101  oH 

Scarlet  Fever  .. .  . .  ...  165 

Other  acute  diseases  ■  ...  ...  217 

'fir.  ai  moissimbs  oil!  008  ycf  gaiboo  0X9  -  1483 

Uncured  or -sent  to  other  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  16 

Died  of  Typhus  Fever  .  . .  ...  ...  204 

Tvrvhnirl  Fever  . .  9,1 
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Remaining  under  treatment,  31st  December, 

185b. 

Affected  with  Typhus  Fever .  61 

Typhoid  Fever  .  8 

Febricula . ^nibsseia  oih  odb 

Scarlet  Fever .  10 

Other  acute  diseases  .  11 
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Tgtal  number  of  Patients  admitted  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Hospital ,  in  1802 .  £0,1 72 


J  A  Trig  OH 


navaT 


V,  ( )  (1 71 0 


on  :-i  a 

If  arguments  were  required  to  show  the  great  impor¬ 
tance,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  of  a  special  hospital  in 
this  metropolis  for  the  reception  of  patients  affected  with 
contagious  feyers,  $ie  unprecedented  numbers  admitted 
into  the  Fever  Hospital  last  year  must  be  sufficient  to 
convince  the  most  sceptical.  No  fewer  than  1761  indi¬ 
viduals,  of  all  ages  and  from  almost  every  district  cff  the 
metropolis,  were  received.  It  appears  from  the  last 
Report  that/  on  the  31st  of  December,  1855,  there 
remained  under  treatment  .121  patients,  the  remnant  of 
1026  patients  admitted  in  that'  year/0' ( There  seems  to 
have  been  a  large  number  admitted  in  the  month  of 
December,  1855  (153),  being  considerably  abbve  the  Usual 
monthly  average.  This  prevalence  of  fever  continued 
throughout  the  first  four  months  off  1856,  during  which 
813  Were  admitted.  In  the  succeeding  months  the 
average  number  admitted  was  somewhat  less.  The  Medi¬ 
cal  Reports,  submitted  to  the  Committee  at  the  monthly 
meetings  last  year,  show  the  admissions  in  January  to 
have  been  221,  in  February  191,  in  March  189,  in  April 
^  21 S,  in  May  159,  in  June  140,  in  July  125,  in  August 
1172,  in  September  70,  in  October  115,  in  November  131, 
and  in  December  98'.°' It  thus  appears  that  the  largest, 


number  admitted  (2*6}  was  in  Ap*4j,  and  the  lowest  (78) 
in  September.  The  daily  average  {  of  Tpatients  in  the 
Hospital  throughout  the  year  was  about  110. 

This  is  by  far  the  largest  number  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  in  any  year  since  its  establishment,  fifty-five 
years  ago,  exceeding  by  300  the  admissions  in  any 
former  year. 

In  regard  to  the  types  or  forms  of  the  fevers  last  year, 
there  was  nothing  remarkable  except  the  extraordinary 
proportion  of  typhus  to  typhoid,  as  compared  with  the 
three  preceding  years.  The  experience  of  the  Hospital 
shows  that  typhus,  strictly  so  called,  is  the  most  prevalent 
form,  but  this  comparative  prevalence  varies  in  different 
years,  as  well  as  at  different  periods  of  the  same  year. 
Thus,  in  1856  there  were  1061  cases  of  typhus  against 
149  of  typhoid  (that  form  characterized  by  disease  of 
Peyer’s  glands),  being  in  the  ratio  of  7.11  to  1,  while  in 
the  two  preceding  years  (1854  and  1855)  the  proportion 
was  only  about  3  to  2,  and  in  1853  it  was  in  the  ratio 
of  2  to  1.  The  greatest  disproportion  was  observed  in 
March  and  April,  in  which  two  months  there  were  275 
cases  of  typhus  and  only  16  of  typhoid  admitted — being 
in  the  ratio  of  17  of  the  former  to  1  of  the  latter. 

Again,  it  was  observed  that  the  months  in  which  the 
bvA  stum  bsU'  WUn 


ofjp  . 
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two  forms  were  most  nearly  equal  were  from  August  to 
November— the  proportion  in  August  being  1.4  of  typhus 
to  1  of  typhoid.  *  "f  V,|X  twpgfi  h.r&de 

Of  that  form  of  fever  to  which  in  former  Ee ports  the 
term  febricida  has  been  given,  characterized  by  the  mild-* 
ness  of  the  symptoms,  the  absence  of  peculiar  rash,  and  of 
any  organic  complication,  there  were  80  examples,  0,11  of 
whom  recovered. 

The  numbers  admitted  with  scarlet  fever  were  183, 

mm  se iv-  • _ * mlsx::ax«'n i ux-.iK.  _ iteush 


In  regard  to  the  acute  diseases  not  fevers,  they  were, 
as  usual,  acute  affections  of  the  various  internal  organs, 
with  accompanying  or  symptomatic  fever.  They  consisted 
of  diseased  bf  the  mfhhl— inflammation  of  the  lungs— 
tuberculous  affections  in  various  parts — erysipelas  and 
acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  the  kidneys.  Of  this  class 

proportion— 21 7. 

The  ihbrtality  last  year  was'  289,  being  out  of  the  total 
numbers  admitted . and  under  treatment  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1855  (1832),  in  the  ratio  of  15.3  per  cent.,  in¬ 
cluding,  deaths  from  fevers  as  well  as  from 

other  ; U  8«xvrd  motM) 

Of  the  cases  of  typhd^TTOdil^^atment  (1117),  the  mor¬ 
tality  was  204,  or  about  18  per  cent.:  of  typhoid,  it 
was  24  out  of  180,  or  about  13  per  cent.  Of  the  189 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  deaths  were  14,  or  7  per  cent. 
Of  the  other  acute  diseases  not  fevers  (291),  there  were 
47  deaths, .or  abuu^T^qibr  xdo-il  mm  »  I  moib 

To  show  the  severity  of  the  cases,  and,  in  too  many 
instances,  the  hopel ess  condition  of  the  patients  when 
admitted  into  the  hospital,  it  may  be  stated  that  152 
patients  died  within  a  week  after  admission,  and  of  those 
27  did  not  survive  24  hours. 

m  regard  to  the  mortality  monthly,  it  may  be  ob¬ 
served  that,  of  the  289  fatal  cases,  206  died  in  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year — 42  having  died  in  the  month  of 
February  alone,  while  in  September  and  December,  the 
months  in  which  the  fewest  number  of  patients  were 
received,  the  deaths  were  only  9  in  each  respectively. 

Comparing,  however,  the  mortality  of  1856  with  that 
in  the  preceding  year,  the  proportion  of  deaths — keeping, 
of  course,  in  view  the  increased  number  admitted  last 
year — was  much  smaller.  In  1856,  the  gross  mortality 
was  nearly  17  per  cent,  (last  year  it  was  15)  ;  that  from 
typhus,  25  per  cent,  (last  year  it  was  18) ;  from  typhoid, 


13.  per  jceiyfc.  jja#  year  jtw33  yearly .  the  same);  scarlet 
fever  was  also,  less  fatal  last  year  than  in  1855,  being 
about  7.4  against  12.7  per  cent;  while  of  the  acute) 
diseases  not  fever,  the  .mortality,  was  about  1  per  cent, 
higher  than  in  1855. 

The  complications  which  occured .  in  the  progress  of 
the  different  forms,  of  fever  may  be  briefly  adverted  to. 
In  the  204  fatal  cases  of  typhus,  168  were  uncomplicated 
and '36  complicated  (viz.,  with  paroted  swelling,  9  ;  gan¬ 
grene  of  the  mouth,  2;  erysipelas,  1;  bad  sores  and 
2  ;  bronchitis,  9  ;  pneumonia,  3  ;  pleurisy,  2; 
delirium  tremens,  2  ;  epilepsy,  1  ;  disease  of  the  heart,  2  ; 
cenhosls  of  the  liver,  1  ;  renal  dig^e,  2).  g 

Of  the  24  typhoid  cases,  there  were  15  uncomplicated 
$nd  9  complicated  (viz.,  with  pneumonia,  4  ;  with  intes- 
tinal  perforation,  2  ;  niadena,  1  ;  with  phlegmasia 

alba,  ,2) 

eqie vie- --biwf  euohcv  qi  grrr-.? v, 

Of  the  14) fatahj^^p  of  scarlet  fever,  there  were  'll 
uncomplicated  and  3  complicated  (viz.,  with  pleurisy  and 
peri  corditis,  ,1  ;  gangrene  of  the  lung,  1  ;  chronic  renal 

%  Pit1  9  WJ.flateijr  Imn.bothmL  madmen 

-niOf  the  4,7;.^^^ ;j(rpm  other  acute  diseases,  there  were, 

.from  1  5  puerperal  fevers 

(labour  having  taken  place  during  the  attack  of  fever),  2  ; 
tubercular  organs,  15  (viz.,  of  the 

Imigs^mtn^mpnanes  of  the  brain,  4  ;  peritoneum,  3) ; 
from  pneumonia,  10  (right  lung,  2  ;  left  lung,  6  ;  both 
sides,  2)  ;  diseases  of  the  brain,  8  (softening,  2  ;  cancer, 
1  ;  abseogs,  1  ;  hemorrhage,  2;  epilepsy,  2)  ;  from  jaun¬ 
dice.  1  ;  and  from  chronic  renal  disease,  4. 

There  -  were  90  domestic  servants  admitted  last  year, 
of  whom,  as  usual,  a  greater  proportion  recovered  than 
among  the  more  destitute  patients.  l\  .  •  'r  ...  , 

Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  patients  in  the 
Hospital  last  year,  imposing  necessarily  increased  labour 
on  those  in  attendance  on  the  sick,  the  nurses  and  in¬ 
mates  of  the  establishment  have,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
escaped.  One  of  the  housemaids  was  seized  wdth  typhus, 
but  she  recovered.  Three  of  the  nurses  were  also  the 
subjects  of  typhus,  and  they  also  recovered,  as  well  as 
another  nurse  who  passed  through  a  mild  form  of  scarlet 
fever. 

In  conclusion,  ,it  may  be  stated  that  nearly  1800  indi¬ 
viduals,  afflicted  with  one  of  the  most  severe  forms  of 
acute  disease  to  wdiich  the  human  body  is  liable,  having 
received  last  year  immediate  relief,  while  the  spread  of 
contagion  has  been  prevented  by  their  timely  removal 
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from  localities  in  which  the  disease,  but  for  such  prompt 
aid,  is  sure  to  diffuse  itself,  this  Charity  stands  second  to 
none  among  the  many  with  which  this  metropolis  abounds. 
Had  such  an.  Institution  not  been  at  hand  to  arrest  the 
progress  df  epidemics!,  -  which,  frprfi  ohiUhfc [  irahpdwn  to 
the  most  profound  enquirers^  recur  at  uncertain  inter¬ 
vals,  and  without  previous  warning,  the  misery  to  the 
sick  poor .  themselves,  no  less  than  the  danger  to  all 
classes,  must  be  apparent.  It,  therefore,  appears  an 
anomaly  tljat  a  Charity  dispensing  so  much  good,  and  at 
a  pecuniary  cost  really  So  comparatively  trifling,  has  been 
allowed,  in  some  measure,  to  languish  from  want  of  funds. 

It  is  almost  inconceivable  that  the  Committee  should 
from  year  to  ybhr  be  compelled  tn  call  attention  to  its 
resowrses,  being  so  limited,  and  that  the  expenditure  has 
almost  invariably — often  considerably — exceeded  its  in- 
COTnef/  tBi9diToecfija  lo  gtmtiee  oUemroh  Jjj.m 


The  public  may  most  assured  that  their  bounty  is  dis¬ 
tributed  witli()£4p,  most  scrupulous  economy  consistent 
with  the  prop®*  working  of  a  large  establishment,  which 
must  be  always  maintained  on  sueli  a  scale  of  efficiency 


aspection, 

and  the  Committee  earnestly  invite  those  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor  to  inspect  this  estab- 


contagiouS  feVers. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  1855,  as  shown  by 
the  last  Report,  was  1083  ;  the  number  admitted  in  1856 
was  1*761.  The  expenses  which/ generally  speaking,  vary 
with  the  number  of  patients,  were,  in  1855,  £2235  10s.  8d,; 
in  1856.  they  amounted  only  to  £ 2622  8s.  8d.  The  com- 


parison  shows,  as 
improvement  in 
Hospital. 


the  Committee 
the  economical 


hope,  a  considerable 
management  of  the 
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LONDON  FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

SUPPORTED  BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS, 
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and  domestic  servants  of  subscribers,  labouring  under 

- — •  '  ^ 


this  charity,  and  shall  be  admitted  gratuitously 
according  to  the  nefct  regulation .  Parochial  paupers, 
domestic  servants  oi  non-subscribers,  and  all  inmates 
of  other  public  charities  (except  medical  hospitals), 
shall  be  admitted  on  the  payment  of  such  sum  for 
each  patient  as  the  Committee  shall  from  time  to  time 
determine, 

ixxtrbfi  lydmxni  9if  i  ;£ 

2.  On  application  for  the  admission  of  any  patient 
to  the  Hospital,  notice  sliall  be  immediately  given  to 
the  resident,  medical  officer,  and  the  person  after  in- 
spection  may  be  admitted  by  an  order,  signed  by 
him,  or  on  a  certificate  signed  by  any  physician, 
surgeon,  or  apothecary,  stating  the  disease  to  be 
fever  of  a  contagious  nature,  or  likely  to  become 
such.  The  order  or  certificate  shall  entitle  the 
patient  to  admission,  subject  to  the  provisions  con¬ 
tained  in  Rule  Ho.  1,  unless  the  case  shall  be  deemed 
an  improper  one  by  the  resident  medical  officer,  or 
unless  the  Hospital  shall  be  full. 
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ufxfiJIuda  ton  ed  fimla  wb!  to  slnt  vzarx  oA  .3, 

3.  All  subscribers  oi  one  guinea  annually,  or  oi 

ixtiuj  l)9T>jl«  to  hdlfidgst  .set,  ym.  to  oiirx  mu  l 

ten  guineas  m  one  donation,  sliall  be  governors  of 

, ,  . .  Tt  i.  • ,  a  gmj99m  •  •  Q  ■»  bouiurraxob 

tins  xioSDital 

bamtniioo  Irlxm  bn  .  .'ftoT  L.rm  d/motq  etomsvoglo 

general  meeting  anb  election  oe  *  n  tr, 

1  6)d  Iliula  -THE  COMMITTEE.  f  9llT 

4.  A  general  meeting  of  the  governors,  of  "which.' 

ten  days’  previous  notice  must  be  given  in  three 
morning  newspapers;  sliall  be  held  every:  year,  on 
the  second  Friday  in  February,  or  as  near  thereto:  i 
as  may  be  convenient,  for  the  purpose  of  approving 
or  rescinding  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  for 
the  preceding  year ;  for  receiving  an  annual  report 
of  the  state  of  the  funds  ;  and  for  electing  a  president.  >  •  • 
vice-presidents,  treasurer,  honorary  secretary,  and  1 
other  members  of  the  Committee,  for  the  ensuing, 
year.  A.t  all  Meetings  eonnedted  with  the  affairs  of 
the  Hospital,  a  simple  majority  of  the  governors 
present  and  voting  sliall  bind  the  minority,  and  in 
case  of  equality  of  votes,  the  Chairman  shall  have  an 
additional  or  casting  vote,  gmvi§  ao  yMiiuurio' ) 


nom 


amend 


mrivfipeqe  hm  .ourna  exit 


5.  A  special  general  meeting  of  the  governors  may 
at  any  time  he  called,  by  direction  of  the  president  or 
of  the  Committee  ;  or  on  the  requisition  of  any  twelve 
governors,  provided  the  requisition  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  secretary,  and  the  purpose  for  which 
the  same  is  summoned  he  published  in  three  morning 
newspapers  at  least  ten  davs  prior  to  the  next  meet- 
mg;  but  the  proceedings  oi  such  special  general 
meeting,  though  acted  upon  pro  tern-pore,  shall  not 
he  deemed  final  until  confirmed  by  another  general 
meeting. 


Oil 


rmaora 
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6.  No  new  rule  or  law  shall  be  made,  nor  shall  any 

fo, .  7o  Mlanxm^  ,£0xnnn  ono  m  -.a^ocKiomes  -HA  jB 

existing  rule  or  law'  be  repealed  or  altered  until 

,  jo  atoxnpyqg  od  ihm  fifuion,.  ,ui  enomim  noi 

determined  upon  at  a  general  meeting  by  a  majority 

of  governors  present  and  voting,  and  until  confirmed 
at  a  subsequent  general  or  special  meeting. 


7.  The  presence  of  seven  governors  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  constitute  a  quorum  at  general  meetings,  and 
without  that:  number  no  business.jdiall  Jie^rfvnsaotefl.  in  r 

8.  .At  the  annual  general  meeting,  a  Committee*  m 
for  the  management  of  -the  Institution,  shall  beat 
elected,  consisting  of  the  president,  the  viceipresi-  sr 
dents,  the  treasurer,  honorary  seeretary,  and  twenty- 
four  other  governors;  four  of  which  governors  shall  ' ? 
not  have  been  members  of  the  preceding  Committed.  o 
They  shall  meet  on  the  last  Friday,  or:  on  such- other  . 
day  of  every  month  as  i  the  Committee  may  appoint/  io 
and  three Miieiiihers  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute.)-/ 
a  meeting,  and  to  transact  business,;  ,[j&i  speeialdt 
meeting  of  the  Committee  may  he  called  by  the  direc-w 
t ion  of  the  Treasurer,  or  by  any  three  members  of  the 
Committee,  on  giving  at  least  three  days’  notice  of  n 


the  same,  and  specifying  the  business  for  which  it 

•  aiomevog  ©nf  io  gmtoom  hnensg  laiooqe  A  ,S 


is  called, 

p  to9bi89rq  odl  lo  Jioxloq  ■  d 

9.  The  Committee  shall  nave  authority  to  appoint 

sub-committees,  whose  reports  shall  he  submitted  to 
their  consideration ;  they  shall  elect  all  the  officers, 
except  the  physicians  of  the  Hospital,  and  the  hono- 
rary  secretary,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  governors  at 
large  ;  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  medical  officers 
shall  form  regulations  and  five-laws  for  the  internal 

,  TT  .  -i 

management  ot  the  Hospital. 

&  x  tifToo  lrirrrj  ta  m  ed 

10.  The  resolutions  of  one  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  not  he  rescinded  by  another,  unless  it  he 
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specially  summoned  for  that  purpose.  All  accounts, 
except  such,  small  sums  as  may  be  comprised  under 
the  item  of  petty  cash,  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Committee  at  the  monthly  meetings,  after  having 
been  duly  examined  by  the  secretary,  the  resident 
medical  officer,  and  the  house  directors,  and  such 
accounts,  if  approved,  shall  be  paid  by  cheques  payable 


to  order,  signed  in  Committee  by  the  chairman  and 
one  other  member,  or  in  case  a  Committee  cannot  be 


formed,  by  two  house  directors,  and  in  all  cases 
countersigned  by  the  secretary.  All  the  larger  articles 
of  supply,  when  practicable^  shall  he  furnished  by 
contract  made  after  public  tender.  No  expenditure 

•  .  y  }  -i  .  i  tit. 

tor  repairs  ot  premises  or  any  machinery  shall  be 

incurred  without  a  written  order  from  the  .Committee 

uoriOJJjQ.ji  scriijjxig  owl  ikouw  io  JawraoH  oniFio 
or  house  directors.  . ,  rr 

fxeii  9na  uton  rum*  m  onrritooo  odw 


11.  The  Committee  shall  yearly  publish  a  report 

of  the  state  of  the  Hospital. 

r'Minr  ot  urn:  dr  men  Jloda  vodx  ,01. 

q  ,  12.  No  person,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee, 

shall  furnish  for  profit  any  goods,  provisions,  or  other 
articles  for  the  use  of  or  on  account  of  the  Hospital, 
or  be  concerned  in  any  contract  for  supplying  the 
same,  or  be  employed  for  hire,  or  wages,  or  profit,  in 
any  office  or  employment  under  the  Charity. 


TEEASTTfiEE. 

18.  The  treasurer,  if  present,  shall  take  the  chair  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Committee  in  the  absence  of  the 
president  or  vice-presidents.  He  shall  keep  an 
account  at  tho  bankers,  and  all  monies  received  for 
the  use  of  the  Hospital  shall  he  paid  to  such  account ; 
he  shall  honor  all  cheques  signed,  as  provided  in  rule 
10th ;  and  the  signature  of  the  secretary  shall  he  a 
sufficient  warranty  that  the  cheques  purporting  to  he 
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so  signed  are  properly  signed,  and  shall  be  an  indem¬ 
nity  to  the  treasurer  against  risk. 

oill  oi  beiiimdua  od  Unify  glgeo  yjteq  %  men  oil) 

AUDITORS, 

14.  Three  gentlemen  shall  be  appointed  annually 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  in  November,  who 
shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Institution  for  the 
current  year,  and  approve  an  abstract  of  all  receipts 
and  disbursements  to  be  prepared  by  the  secretary,  and 
laid  before  the  annual  general  meeting  in  February, 
^oioifan  aegiTti  odi  HA.  ..Yi&larm  n!r  v<f  bea£^Te:fur/o-- 

MONTI1LT  DIRECTORS, 


15.  The  Committee  shall,  at  each  monthly  meeting, 
appoint  three  members  of  their  own  body  as  directors 
oi  the  Hospital,  ot  whom  two  shall  be  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  next  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Committee. 


16.  They  shall,  from  time  to  time,  cause  the  bed¬ 
clothes  and  apparel  belonging  to  the  Hospital  to  be 
examined,  and  shall  report  thereon,  if  necessary,  to 
the  Committee.  They  shall  inspect  the  tradesmen’s 
bills,  and  take  care  that  the  provisions,  bedding, 
clothing,  furniture,  and  every  article  for  the  use  of 
the  Hospital  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms.  They  shall  order  in  writing  all  permanent 


stores. 

"•Oil' to  •  > 


17.  They  shall  be  authorized  in  all  respects  to 
enforce  the  observance  of  the  regulations  of  the 
Hospital ;  they  shall  notice  and  report  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  any  irregularity  or  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
the  officers,  servants,  or  patients  of  the  Charity  ;  and 
shall,  at  every  meeting  of  the  Committee,  cause  a 
statement  of  the  house-expenditure  to  be  produced 

b  ‘2 
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for  the  preceding  month.  They  appoint  the  porters, 
nnrses,  and  other  menial  servants  of  the  Hospital, 

'  ,  ^  tm 

and  dismiss  them  for  misconduct.  " 

tlogmid  edovob  Hade  bxiB  tbjdiqBoH  odd  Is  yldiindB 

od  physicians,  jidnl)  odd  od  yle'dlno 

18.  There  shall  he  two  physicians,  and  two  assis- 

i  v  *  r  L  l  r  *  *  a  „  4. 

tant  physicians,  who  shall  be  fellows  or  licentiates 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London ;  and 
also  a  consuitmg-surgeon,  who  shall  be  a  fellow  01 

XI  T>  1  n  11  X.  Cl 

the  Royal  College  ol  Surgeons. 

eona  mornl  Joadnoo  sm  lonriij  yieviaiilozo 

19.  The  physicians  and  assistant-physicians  shall  be 
elected  by  the  governors  at  large ;  and  no  governor 
shall  be  qualified  to  vote,  unless  he  shall  have  become 
a  governor  three  months  before  a  vacancy  is  declared. 

20.  One  of  the  physicians  shall  visit  the  Hospital, 
at  least  once  every  day ;  and  at  such  times  as  they 
may  deem  necessary.  Their  duties  shall  be  restricted 
to  the  wards,  and  shall  not  extend  to  anything  relating 
to  the  general  management  of  the  Hospital ;  but  they 
shall  have  the  power  of  dismissing  any  patient  or 
convalescent,  for  refractory  conduct,  or  disobedience 
of  orders 

/bus  da  {8nf;iotaydq  odd  yd  bevoaqqa  od  enoidaohilriip 

ASSISTANT-PHYSICIANS. 

21.  In  case  of  the  illness  or  necessary  absence  of 
either  of  the  physicians,  one  of  the  assistant-physicians 
shall  attend  regularly  in  his  stead.  Such  attendances 
to  be  reported  to  the  Committee. 

wrfi-ioirod  nr>  od  Ihuta  oiodT  .12' 


ijilv/  ,  ’/if;! r 


HOSPITAL  PUPILS. 


rt  - - 

22.  No  medical  student  shall  be  permitted  to  visit 
the  Hospital,  unless  in  company  with-  one  of  the 
physicians,  and  unless  he  is  regularly  entered,  or 
registered  as  a  pupil. 
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JctrqeoH  erftdo  etmmpP  fnirrom  aoifio  Lire  t89aiuiX 

23.  The  resident  medical  officer  shall  reside  con- 

»  J  vi  JJ  ‘JIU.  ,tl  i.'  l  J.vl  lUvltJ  vTolTITfili/ 

stantly  at  the  Hospital,  and  shall  devote  himself 
entirely  to  the  duties  ofhis  office;  and  previously  to 
his  election  he  shall  be  required  to  produ ce  satisfactory 


omdoocf  svaif  Haifa  od  eaelmj  ?9fov  of  baSHanp  sd  Haifa 

25.  Accurate  registers  of  the  patients  admitted,  as 
well  as  of  the  remedies  employed  for  their  recovery, 


shall  be  kept— which  registers  shall  be.  the  property 
of  the  Hospital;  he  shall  produce  a  medical  report 


every  month,  to  be  laid  before  the  Committee. 

O  O  v»  * Y 

^riGirf4  rfrr/T  *  f  o4rrror*T-T  tnrf4  4rr^rc*rw>  o  rrnrrr  £*rfi 


.  #  .  CyJi J  ;  *  w  .•/»>*» 

and  he  shall  reouire  aid.  he  shall,  with  the  sanetimi 


of  the  Committee,  appoint  a  medical  assistant,  if  his 

i  7  A  j  '  ■ 


qualifications  be  approved  by  the  physicians,  at  such 
remuneration  as  the  Committee  shall  from  time  to 
time  determine,  and  he  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  such  assistant. 


27.  There  shall  be  an  honorary  secretary,  who  shall 
also  he  a  member  of  the1  Committee,  and  chosen  an¬ 
nually  with  them.  He  shall  be  at  liberty  to  attend 


all  deputations  to  public  bodies  and  private  persons. 
He  shall  communicate  with  persons  concerning  the 


affairs  of  the  Hospital  during  the  intervals  between 


:J'  b>jr  •  .v.:  "/•••-  oJ  •  be-iiupeu  nor hr 

the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Committee,  and  shall 

report  to  the  Committee  at  their  next  meeting  all 
special  or  important  events  that  shall  have  occurred 
within  his  knowledge  during  the  month.  lie  shall 
a-lso  assist  the  Treasurer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
when  necessary.  edt  dtiw  Jficq 

iksiu  pvoi'j oll.oo  exit  nr  Imotno  vhifilifgoi  ginuGoon 

SECEETAllY  .AX'D  UOUSE-SXE  WAED. 

28.  The  duties  of  this  officer  shall  he  to  reside  in 
the  Hospital,  and  in  the  ah s fence:  of  the  house  directors 
to  have  the  management  of  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
Hospital  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the . 
resident  medical  officer.  He  shall  he  required  to 
enter  into  a  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  the  due 
and  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  He  shall  also 
perform  the  several  duties  specified  in  the  bye-laws. 


riorbom)  exit  x 
do  i  ,. 


MATEOX. 

.  m  .  . 


29.  The  duties  of  the  matron  shall  principally 
relate  to  the  wards,  the  kitchen,  and  the  laundry. 
She  shall  exercise  a  strict  superintendence  over  the 
nurses ;  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  linen,  bedding, 
glass,  crockery,  and  ordinary  kitchen  and  scullery 
stores,  subject  to  the  general  supervision  of  the  house 
steward;  and  shall  visit  every  ward  of  the  Hospital 
at  least  three  times  in  the  day.  She  shall  also  perform 
the  several  duties  specified  in  the  bye-laws. 


*T  Hf 


COLLECTOR. 

!  *  ’Off  Kill*  f  i'fvfr’Q/  r  Y  i  rrp  i  o 

80.  The  duties  of  this  officer  shall  be— 

To  call  on  subscribers  and  collect  all  donations  and 
subscriptions  of  the  Hospital;  to  give  only  authorized 
printed  receipts  for  the  same  ;  to  attend  all  meetings, 


when  required ;  to  keep  correct  lists,  and  duplicate 

the* 
up 


Ivors  ; ;  to  deliver  weekly  to 
'  in  writing  of  all  moneys  received  and' 


fr< 

receive 

paid,  with  the  balance  at  the  bankers to  keep  the 
accounts  regularly  entered  in  the  collector’s  cash 
book;  to  deliver  a  copy  of  the  annual  'repdrt  to  each 
subscriber,  and  to  give  such  security,  with  sureties, 
for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  as! 
may  be  required. 

.odt  ‘io  oousbnoiniaeqna  I/riousg  odi  tjLuu  laiiqaoll 
o.r  boiifjpe'i  od  ihd«Nii$pES,j0.,tfjo  I^ibom  tnobisoa 

81.  Tile  bead  nurse  in  each  ward  shall  attend 


32.  The  under-nurses  khall  be  under  the  direction  . 

of  the  head-nurses,  and  shall  perform  the  more, menial 

vjlmnournj  Hiuifc  .no ’ ;i  : 

offices  oi  the  Hospital. 

•  tiJfii  onf  Oifi:  <ironotnI  mi  - 

-  IUiL  - JLrta 


PORTER  AivD  EtfClIISVEER. 

Stubbed  .nornl  odi  io  onaado  e/fi  oyarf  lU-tlx 


' 


33.  The  porter  and  the  engineer , shall  he  employed 
as  the  Committee  or  directors  may  think  proper. 
They  shall  not  absent  themselves  without  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  house-directors,  or  resident  medical 


officer. 


.awfii-o- 


o'.tj  in  boh  moo --  •milch  [jtr-j 


TRUSTEES. 

I 

34.  The  legal  estate  in  the  lands,  buildings,  and 
°  _____  ■  °  ’ 
premises  of  the  Hospital  shall  be  vested  in  three 

trustees,  new  trustees  being  appointed  when  vacancies 

occur,  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  governors. 

cagifijooni  i.L.4  11110114  oi  •  omsi’a  mil  toI  eiqivxor  Lelarn 


35.  All  legacies  of  s£100  and  upwards,  unless  other¬ 
wise  directed  by  testators,  shall  he  invested  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Hospital  in  the  names  of  three  trustees. 

36.  Ho  variation  in  the  usual  gratuities  and  fixed 
salaries  shall  be  made,  unless  the  Committee  be 
specially  summoned  for  the  purpose,  and  unless  the 
proposed  addition,  or  diminution,  be  confirmed  by  a 
subsequent  Committee. 


BYE-LAWS. 

37.  The  bye-laws  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
made  by  the  Committee  shall  be  open  to  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  any  subscriber,  and  shall  contain,  among  other 
things,  a  full  specification  of  the  duties  of  the  resident 
medical  officer,  the  matron,  and  other  officers  of  the 
Institution,  with  the  practice  usually  adopted  for  their 
election :  which  specification  shall  be  read  over  to 
every  individual  before  his  appointment,  and  referred 
to  on  all  occasions  of  doubt. 


